A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!
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11:17 RELAUNCH PHOTOS
Family fellowship, symbols of death and resurrection, Easter egg hunt, Holy Communion --a meaningful celebration of Resurrection

Easter Sunday on April 17
was special at St. John’s
UMC, with more than 150 of
all ages attending worship
and participating in Holy
Communion. The Easter
Bunny greeted children and
youth during the Easter Egg
hunt. (See more, Pages 6-7)
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Special Offering Supports “Native American Ministries”
What’s your schedule this Sunday, May 1? St. John’s UMC family of faith
would love to see you in worship at either the 9 a.m. traditional service or the 11:17
contemporary service. Pastor Wade Lindstrom will begin a new sermon series
titled “Anxious for Nothing: Rejoice in the Lord Always.” The sermon scripture is
Colossians 1:15-17. Beautiful music abounds....and fellowship, too.
Holy Communion will be served, and all who believe in Jesus are welcomed at
the table.
A special offering will be taken for NativeAmerican Ministries to remind
United Methodists of the gifts and contributions made by Native Americans to
society. With more than 20,000 Native Americans within the denomination, this
special Sunday helps to ensure that Native American United Methodist leaders
are recognized and that scholarships are available for Native Americans attending
UM schools of theology.
(Story continues on Page 3)

A Message from Our Pastor

Rev. Ruth Shaver To
Preach Sunday, May 9

“Anxious for Nothing”
Our current sermon series is called “Anxious for Nothing” based on the passage
in Philippians 4:9 when Paul urges his friends in the Church at Philippi not to
give in to worry or anxiety. I told all three services this week about the fact that
the United States according to research is the most anxious country in the world.
And it seems that Christians in Paul’s day and today are not exempt from this
anxiety.
There has probably never been a time in history when there were no situations
to worry about. That’s true for us today, but the real truth is that we humans
can get anxious and worry over nearly anything. I believe God doesn’t want that
for us.
Over the next several weeks, we won’t just wallow in the anxiety in our
culture, we’ll look at the biblical suggestions about what God might say about our
worry and how we might find ways to address and even reduce anxiety in our
lives. We’ll look forward to June 5, Pentecost Sunday, to place our worry and trust
in the hands of the Holy Spirit.
On May 8, I will be out of town to celebrate Mother’s Day with my Mom, and
I’ve invited the Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver to be our preacher. As many of you know,
Ruth grew up at St. John’s UMC and is a pastor in Massachusetts. I hope you will
warmly welcome her home to Corpus Christi!
Our worship attendance continues to grow and I am hopeful that we might
average over 100 across both services in May. Please come when you can and
invite a friend. We are not whole when you are missing.
The sermon series from May 1 through June 5 is outlined below.
May 1 – Anxious for Nothing: Rejoice in the Lord Always; Genesis 50: 14-21
May 8 – Anxious for Nothing: Second Acts; John 21:15-19; Acts 9: 10-19;
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver (see photo/information at right)
May 15 – Anxious for Nothing: Multiply by Calm; Philemon 1:4-6
May 22 – Anxious for Nothing: Gratitude Attitude; Philippians 4:10-14
May 29 – Anxious for Nothing: Abide; John 15: 4-11
June 5 – Pentecost, Acts 2:1-21
May God the creator, create in you a clean, less anxious heart. May Jesus
redeem what it difficult. May the Holy Spirit live and dwell in each of you and in
our church, to the glory of God and benefit of our community!
Peace, Pastor Wade

Sunday, May 9, 2022
On this special day, we honor all mothers-and indeed all women at St. John’s UMC
and in our families and community--who
have loved and nurtured children and
served as role models and cheerleaders.
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St. John’s community of faith is
invited to be in worship at either the
9 a.m. or 11:17 a.m. service on Sunday,
May 9 to welcome the Rev. Dr. Ruth
Shaver as our guest preacher.
Rev. Shaver is the daughter of
Lyneve and the late Ivan Shaver and
the sister of Howard Shaver. She lives
in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and
currently serves as the Interim Pastor
and Teacher of The Congregational
Church of Mansfield, United Church of
Christ, in Mansfield, Massachusetts.
She is the chair of the Academic
Council of PATHWAYS Theological
Education, Inc., an online theological
education program for clergy, laity, and
those discerning their calls to ministry
in today's changing religious world; she
specializes in writing and facilitating
courses in theology, Biblical studies,
church history, and UCC polity.
Ruth grew up in Corpus Christi and
attended St. John’s UMC with her
family. Ruth’s visit to her hometown
coincides with the interment service for
her dad, Ivan Shaver, to be held at
2 p.m. Thursday, May 12, at the Coastal
Bend Veterans Cemetery. Church
members are cordially invited to join the
Shaver family for the service. If you
need directions to the cemetery, which
is located on IH 37 near the refineries,
please contact Lay Leader Chris Garcia.

Memorial Gifts

2022 High School Graduates
Will Be Honored on May 22
St. John’s UMC will honor its high school
graduates, Class of 2022, on Sunday, May 22.
Details will be announced soon.
The five graduates are Natalie Albrecht, Jacob
Claunch, Sarah Coughran, Daniel Lindstrom,
and Malia Schomaker.
If you know of any other high school graduate who should be recognized,
please let the church office know immediately. The Scholarship
Committee, chaired by Marianne Robert, continues to accept donations
in any amount to the Scholarship Fund and thanks you for your support.

May 1 Worship Services
(Continued from Page 1)
Officially recognized in 1988, this special day and its offering has been
celebrated on the third Sunday of Easter since 1989. An offering is taken
to develop and strengthen Native American ministries in the Annual Conferences, Native American rural, urban, reservation ministries and communities relating to the General Board of Global Ministries. The offering
also provides scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist schools of theology distributed by the General Board of Higher
Education and Ministry.

Welcome Back,
Mike Mata, as 11:17
Worship Music Leader
Mike Mata has rejoined the Music Ministry program for the 11:17 contemporary
worship service and will serve as lead vocalist
and worship music leader. “Mike served earlier on stage and particularly with the online
service during COVID,” said Pastor Wade
Lindstrom, “We are delighted to welcome him
back to our 11:17 service.”
Mike is joined on stage with other
talented musicians--guitarists Frank
Olevitch, Adam Mathews (bass), and Omar
Robertson; keyboardists Dorothy Pallotti and
Mari Ramirez; and drummers Eddie Garcia and
Chris McHale. (Story continues on Page 11)

St. John’s Will Welcome New Pastor on June 26
(This story is repeated from the April issue of SteepleNotes)

Rev. John T. Cochran

John & Cassandra
Cochran

The Bishop and Cabinet of the Rio Texas Conference have appointed the Rev. John Thomas
Cochran as senior pastor of St. John’s United Methodist Church. His first Sunday on campus will be
Sunday, June 26, 2020. Pastor Cochran will succeed Pastor Wade Lindstrom, who has served St.
John’s for almost four years and is taking a leave of absence from pastoral duties. Pastor Wade’s last
Sunday at St. John’s will be June 12.
At the Leadership Board’s request, Pastor Cochran penned the following introduction:
“Cochran likes to joke that he ran halfway across the world to outrun the call to ministry and that
God pursued him until he was just too tired to run! He proudly served in the United States Navy as a
Corpsman for six years. John is a forever Texas A&I Javelina, having graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Agriculture Science and having taught for 25 years at three South Texas schools.
“John is excited to be joining the congregation of St. John’s United Methodist Church in June of
2022. He has previously served in ministry at Riviera United Methodist Church, FUMC Kingsville,
Skidmore United Methodist Church, and FUMC George West, Texas.
“John is supported in ministry by his wife, Cassandra Cochran who has been employed by Valero
Refining Company in Corpus Christi for 20 years. They have five grown children, and the loves of
their lives are their three grandsons. They are excited to welcome one more grandchild in September.
Pastor John and Cassandra like to fish, golf poorly and travel country roads on their motorcycle
together.
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St. John’s Foundation Disburses
$27,695.87 from 2021 Earnings
The St. John’s UMC Foundation Board disbursed $27,695.87 in early April
to 15 requests submitted by those involved in various church ministries. “The
Foundation was extremely pleased to be able to make more significant contributions to St. John’s missions in light of the favorable market gains we have
xperienced over the past year,” said Darron Bergstrom, President. “Hopefully,
we can continue to grow our invetment balance to make more significant
contributions in the future.”
Funds awarded included the following:

GREETINGS FROM AUSTIN
MERTZ, FORMER ST. JOHN’S
STAFF
Dear St. John’s family,
Our bishop has appointed
me to serve as an associate pastor at FUMC Boerne beginning
July 1 this year. Amy joined a private
counseling practice in Boerne last year
and will continue her work as a counselor
there.
I fondly remember the support from
all of you as I discerned my calling into
vocational ministry while I was at TAMUCC, and I am thankful for God’s grace
through you all during that season of my
life. I am also thankful for your support of
others who have heard God’s calling into
ministry. Keep up the good work!
As I transition this year with many
other pastors, my hope and prayer is that
God will be glorified and that more
people will come to know Him closer
than ever before. The best days of the
Church are ahead of us. Let’s press on
together and continue our growth in the
knowledge and love of God and each
other.
In Christ, Austin
PS: The photo of Amy and me was taken
on a trip to Boston.

YOUTH/CHILDREN (18.76% of available total): $5,195.75
Scholarship Fund, $3,995.75
Youth Activities/Transportation, $1,200
CHURCH NEEDS (64.52% of available total): $17,869.38
11:17 Worship Service, $5,000
St. John’s Administration, $1,100
St. John’s Leadership Development, $2,600
Kitchen Team, $841
Repair and Refurbishing of Handbells, $2,891
Shepherding Care Homebound Ministry, $500
Cleaning of Youth Building Floor, $1,940
St. John’s Trustees Building Maintenance, $1,047.38
LOCAL MISSIONS (12.56% of available total): $3,478.60
Wesley Community Center, $600; Mission of Mercy, $250; Rio Texas Conference Missionary Anna Troy, $250; Justice for All Immigrants, $350; Thy Kingdom Come, $1,628.60; and Corpus Christi Metro Ministries, $400.
NATIONAL MISSION (2.08% of available total): $576.07
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
INTERNATIONAL MISSION (2.08% of available total): $576.07
DeJeanne Adams Robinson, Tesoro Project in Guatemala)
The Investment Policy of the Foundation calls for a distribution annually of
4% of the average of the account balances at the end of the last three years.
Established in 1987, the Foundation as of December 31, 2021, had assets
totalling $752,617.20. Church members who need information on providing a gift
to the Foundation are encouraged to speak with Foundation Board members.
Specific details on each financial award awarded in April 2022 are available
upon request through the church office.
Members serving on the Foundation Board include Darron Bergstrom, President; Christie Roberts, Treasurer; Carolyn Martin, Secretary; Jean Shivers, Will
Straub, Janet Berridge, Jack Pace, Eddie De La Garza, and Carolyn Pence.
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Church Ministries Highlighted During April

On Palm Sunday, a Puppet show by Cricket McHale was featured
during the 11:17 worship service. Thanks, Cricket, for sharing your
talents!

Thanks to Pam Glover, Debi Francis, and
Marti Veith for creating new bulletin boards
in the glass walkway near Fellowship Hall.

Robyn Cobb and Sheila Campbell were volunteers at the
Collectibles and Bake Sale held in Fellowshp Hall on
Saturday, April 9. Many thanks to church members and
friends for their donations. Glenda Sanders reported that
proceeds totaled $1,288.

Benny Cason and Robert Garza during Joseph’s
Apprentices work day on April 9 The next work day is
Saturday, May 19....and your help will be appreciated.

Easter Goodies Delivered to Wenholz Women’s House
The women at Wenholz House, one of St. John’s
mission outreach recipients, received a surprise
visit from St. John’s church member Gerri Cason
when she delivered Easter
goodies in lovely baskets.
Lots of smiles all around!
Gerri is pictured with the
women’s director, Jessica
Ferrin. WWH serves about
21 women who are in
recovery.
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Holy Week and Easter Sunday

Thanks to the following individuals
and families who placed Easter lilies
in St. John’s worship areas April 17.

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services during
Holy Week, April 10-17, drew a total attendance of about 240 members and guests.
Special thanks to both the 11:17 and 9 a.m. worship teams for their overall planning, musicians who provided beautiful music, Children’s Ministry volunteers who
offered the Easter Egg Hunt, readers for the Good Friday service, soup makers for
the Maundy Thursday service, Homebound Ministry volunteers for delivering gifts
to those unable to be with us, and office staff for getting the bulletins ready!

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Evangeline “Vengie” Strong,
by Janice Cagle
All members who have passed away
recently, by John and Judi Edwards
Nicki Davis Fischer and Shep & Shirley
Davis, by Chris Davis Garcia
Martha Haskell and Juanelle Haskell, by
Willard Haskell
Cliff and Martha Boren, by Ashley
Hernandez
Kathy Ashby and Estelle Ashby,
by Kitty Hommer
Robi Pace and Joyce Pace, by Jack Pace
Ora Lee and Charles Aaron Sanders, Bruce
Allen, Jr., and Jason Bruce Sanders, by
Charles and Glenda Sanders
IN CELEBRATION OF
Roy and Sharon Staiger’s 53rd wedding
anniversary, by Margie Staiger and Jennifer
Staiger
Bryan and Betty Thompson’s 51st wedding
anniversary
Jesus Christi Hallelujah! He is Risen, by
Louise Wagner
IN HONOR OF
Billie Jo Cagle, by Janice Cagle
Chris Garcia, by Carolyn Pence
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Thanks to several members of St.
John’s UMC congregation for
furnishing these Holy Week and
Easter Sunday photos.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, May 29
for St. John’s “Fifth Sunday”
churchwide potluck supper;
5:30-7 p.m. in the Community Life
Building; everyone invited to enjoy
tasty food and fellowship!
To ensure a good spread of food, please consider this food
assignment: Last names ending:
A-E, Desserts
F-P, Meats or Casseroles
Q-Z, Vegetables
(Miscellaneous from anyone: Loaf of Bread or Rolls, Chips/
Dips, Appetizers; Relish Tray, Fruit

Plan to join the Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) heavy metal
band for its quarterly worship service on Sunday, May
22, at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Adam Mathews will
bring the message, and the community is invited.
The TKC band ministry “Gratitude TX” has returned
from a successful tour in several Texas cities, playing in
bars and other venues to spread the love and grace of
Jesus to over 500 kids. A summer tour will also be
staged, and band members are looking forward to it.
The TKC Podcast will be available on May 8 and May 22
on the TKC Facebook page.

Fish Fry Fundraiser Clears
$2,500; Thanks to All!
What a great turnout for the Fish Fry on April 1!
First and foremost, I want to thank everyone involved with our
Lenten Friday Fish Fry! It was a tremendous success! We surpassed our goal of $2,000 and raised $2,500! We had a delicious
meal and bountiful desserts! Everyone owned their role and our
customers were patient and gracious!
It was wonderful to see so many of our St. John’s church family
and friends come out. This success was due to ALL who donated
cash, food items, their baked goodies and their energy...and of
course, those who purchased tickets!
In case you didn’t know, everything was underwritten! Special
thanks to Charlie Alegria, Owner of Morgan Street Seafood
Company who donated all of the delicious fish; Clent Kitchens,
General Manager of Joe’s Crab Shack (SPID) for donating the
yummy hush puppies; Sam Shivers from POET’s Restaurant for
donating the fixings for the cole slaw & condiments needed; the
United Methodist Men for doing all the prepping and cooking of
the fish; and all of the bakers who donated the tremendous amount
of delicious baked goods.
Hats off to my favorite sous chefs Connie Hahn and Adam
Mathews for assisting me with the cole slaw... and the volunteers
who helped turn this event into such a great event.
If you had any part of making this evening a success, pat
yourself on the back! You did a great job! This is just the beginning!
-- Janice Cagle, Event Chair
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St. John’s UMC Prayer List
Grieving: Family of Kelly Rhodes on her passing
Hospitalized/Rehab: Kathy Heslep, Clint Christel, Steve Lewis,
Ramiro Medina, Jeffery Zammiello,
Recovering at Home: Jim Falwell, Wayne Carden, Brenda Knoy,
Carmi Munoz, Iris Brayton, Marilyn Henderson, Larry Oliver, Michael
Reyna, Gary Schwartz, Jan DeCovic, Betty Collins, Marjorie Codney
Our Church
Our Nation & Leaders
US Military
World Leadership
People of Ukraine
St. John’s CLC
All Teachers &
Students
All who are ill
CC Metro Ministries
Wenholz Houses
Janie Rose Alejandro
Charlie Bauer
Nick Bauer
Nancy Busby
Tyler and Melissa
Brownlee
Terri Brye
Cissy & Patrick
Valerie Caldwell
Jeff Caravantes
Marcia Caravantes

Zach Cason
Rene Cervantes
Margo Chapman
Cissy and Patrick
Hadley & Heather
Christel
Teara Cincotta
Norma Conyers
Thomas Cooper-Hicks
Deborah Crawford
Randy Cross
Lina Crumpler
Janae Cubellis
Dana D’Amore
Darst Family
Julie & Carly Downey
Shelly Edwards
Jimmie Elam
William Everett
Anita Garza
Robert Garza
Caroline Generaux

Janie Glasson
James Glover
Martha Goodner
Brian Gripp
Rick Haaker
Donald Hahn
Doris Hatcher
Russell Higgins
Cindy Hopkins
Elene Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Stacie Jones
Ann Jordan
Jeff Karel
James McMinn
Joyce Morgan
Judi and Kenneth
Oestreich
Frank & Carolyn
Olevitch
Becky & Larry Oliver
Roma Onwiler

Dolores Pace
Mick Pace
Mary Palmer
Steve Palmer
Debra Patterson
Scott Parker
Aliah Veith Pinto
Jenna Purdy and
Family
Francis Quinn
Dottie Ramella
Mary Lee Ress
Bud & Lynne
Richards
Rilla Roots
Carole Salsberry
& Family
Terry Schade
Betty Sebring
The Shaver Family
Tom Shearer
Suzy Shepard
Susan Skidmore

Please pray for those on
our prayer list. If you
have someone whose
name you want to add or
remove, please call the
church office @ 361-9914342 or email Catherine
McRorey at the church,
catherine.sjmethodist
@gmail.com. Prayer
concerns will be removed
after 30 days unless staff
is notified to keep
individuals on the list.
Jenny Skrobarczyk
Tana Smith
Patrick Taber
Charles Teas
Ashley Tomek
Ralph & Matthew
Torres
Marti Veith
Brad Vela
Kimbel Ward &
Family
Davris White
Sam & Sue Windsor
Harley Wilson &
Family
Roseanne Zammiello

ENGAGE IN MINISTRY!
All church members and guests, whatever their age, are needed to serve on Ministry Teams to accomplish
church goals and ensure successful activities that make our church special, engaged in ministry, and serving
God with our various gifts, talents, and interests.
Some teams that are already active (but need more members) include the Building or Landscaping teams,
Joseph’s Apprentices, the Kitchen team (chairman needed); the Care & Concern/Bereavement team, the
Scholarship team, the traditional worship team (especially needs 9 a.m. liturgists and Communion servers),
Doorsteppers, Sunday Morning Greeters, and the Offering Counters’ team (two counters meet every Monday
morning at the church).
Other teams active in the past and needed in 2022 (but are not organized yet) include Mission & Outreach
team, Hospitality and Special Events team, Website/Social Media team, Children’s Ministry team (currently
being formed), Stewardship team, and Youth Ministry team. The United Methodist Men and the United
Methodist Women (now called “United Women in Faith”) always welcome new participants!

Where is God calling you? Prayerfully consider
these church ministry and service opportunities.
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Church Calendar
At A Glance
MAY
Sunday, May 1--Worship services at 9
a.m. and 11:17 a.m., Holy Communion;
(Snow cone sale to be rescheduled)
Sunday, May 8--Worship services at
9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Mother’s Day
observed; guest preacher the Rev. Dr.
Ruth Shaver.
Saturday, May 14--Coastal Bend
District Conference Meeting; hosted
by St. John’s UMC, 2-4 p.m. in the
Community Life Building; District
Superintendent Rev. Laura Brewster,
presiding; all church members invited to
attend and enjoy fellowship with UM
church members from other churches in
the Coastal Bend District.

Sunday, May 15--Worship services at
9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Tuesday, May 17: Leadership Board
Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 22--Worship services at 9
a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; recognition of
2022 high school graduates.
Sunday, May 29-- Worship services at
9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Memorial Day
weekend; 5:30-7 p.m., Fifth Sunday
potluck; supper in the CLB; 7 pm
quarterly worship service by Thy
Kingdom Come (TKC) in Fellowship
Hall.
Monday, May 30--Memorial Day
holiday; church office closed

JUNE
June 5---Blood drive in the parking lot
June 8-11---2022 Rio Texas Annual
Conference in McAllen, TX
Sunday, June 12: Last Sunday for
Pastor Wade, with reception
Sunday, June 26--First Sunday for new
pastor, the Rev. John Cochran and his
wife, Cassandra Cochran; meal hosted

Leadership Board Meets May 17
St. John’s Leadership Board will hold its monthly meeting on Tuesday, May 17,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Life Building. Church members are cordially invited
to attend, said Glenda Sanders, Board chair.
The Board has met monthly for the past 10 months, focusing on church business in the areas of Trustees, Finance, Church Council, and SPRC (Staff-Pastor
Relations). Serving with Glenda Sanders are Benny Cason (secretary), Bruce
Francis, Janice Cagle, Danna Hill Sharpe, Bruce Hamende, Michael Shaffer, Chris
Davis Garcia, Pauline Nguyen, Adam Mathews, Wayne Carden, and Ashley Boren
Hernandez
At the April meeting, discussion included property insurance, facility usage,
children’s ministry, church finances, and Vacation Bible School in July.

Children’s Learning Center
St. John’s Children’s Learning
Center (CLC) currently serves 74 children from infants to pre-Kindergarten.
Most classrooms are full, with a 4-1 ratio of students to teachers. The CLC
hopes to continue filling existing staff
vacancies.The Center is located in the
Ryan Building behind the Administration
Building, and Adela Garcia serves as director.
The CLC recently received a grant
of $95,175.50 from WorkForce which
can be used through May 2023.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
4
6
7
9
10
13
15
16
17
18
22
23
24
26
27

Robin Swope
Cindy Haaker
Margie Staiger
Dana Pallotti
Timothy Darst, Isaac Elliott
Phyllis Jones, Sarah Smith
Jackson Claunch
Benny Cason
Daryl Roberts, David Sky-Eagle
Hayden Calhoun, Lee Wehring
Mitchell Cobb
Michael Shaffer
Rawley Marti
Lori Schwartz Ware
Martha Bell

Mission: To help men grow in Christ, so others may know Christ.

St. John’s United
Methodist Men
UMM meets every Wednesday at 7 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
and invites all men to participate. Bring your own breakfast fare!
The 45th Armed Forces Day Beach to Bay Marathon is scheduled on
Saturday, May 21, (7 a.m. start time on Padre Island) so volunteer to
help us man a water station on Ocean Drive. Call Robert Garza
at 361-944-2125

UMM Card Ministry
The United Methodist Men will send a greeting card expressing appropriate sentiments for birthdays, get well, condolences, etc.to all names and
addresses submitted to them. Access the SJUMC website and fill out the
form. Robert and Cathi Garza are helping send cards while Gary
Schwartz, secretary, continues to recover. Get well soon, Gary!
https://www.sjmethodist.com/umm-card-request/
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11:17 Collective Hosts Welcome Home Worship
By Cathi Garza, 11:17 Collective Chairperson

Mike Mata, lead vocalist of the
11:17 praise band, will also
serve as worship music leader.

Memorial Gifts
Financial gifts given in memory of, in celebration of, or in honor of family members, friends,
and church ministries are placed in St. John’s UMC Memorial Funds. The funds include Building, Choir, Youth, Scholarship, Food Pantry, Care/Concern/Bereavement, Worship, and
Undesignated for general church needs. All gifts are sincerely appreciated.
In loving memory of Rick Darst, husband of Carrie and father of Nathan and Timothy, undesignated
gifts from Bruce & Debi Francis and Dennis and Ouida Bliss Richardson of Portland, TX, and a gift to
the Building Fund from Mary Jane Fox.
In loving memory of Ivan Shaver, husband of Lyneve and father of Howard and Ruth, undesignated
gifts from Bruce & Debi Francis, CCI/Friendship Sunday School Class, Joyce Elaine Fish, Mary
Jane Fox, and Dennis and Ouida Bliss Richardson of Portland, TX. Also in memory of Ivan, an
anonymous undesignated gift was received.

The 11:17 Collective (worship team) planned
and launched a Welcome Home worship service
on Sunday, April 24. The week before, on Easter
Sunday we had 86 people in attendance at the
11:17 service. Statistically the Sunday after Easter
is the least attended worship service. So we strategically planned to have a celebration service on
that day.
Lots of pre-planning and lots of awesome
people worked on the big and small details of the
service. The idea was to relaunch or reinvigorate
the contemporary service after a long lull due to
COVID and other extenuating factors. Each week
new elements have been added which culminated
into the Welcome Home service.
We welcomed a new Praise band on Easter
Sunday. Welcoming new people and blending
with some of our long-time band members led by
Mike Mata who was formerly part of our contemporary worship service.
Everyone from those on the stage, in the media booth, behind the pulpit, and everywhere in
between were a part of the service. We hit all the
big things as far as welcoming and hospitality and
invitations. We made the room feel welcoming &
lighted, all the small details down to the decorations in the bathrooms. We looked great in our
new shirts, vintage shirts and other shirts. We experienced a few technical glitches but those will
be ironed out.
The food was delicious and plenty to go
around. The music was awesome and the message was meaningful and spiritual. So much
packed into an hour but really it was more than
that. We have been gaining momentum each
and every week since we began meeting with a
great Easter and now relaunch. We will continue
to keep inviting, inspiring and growing.
I thank everyone for doing their part and
working together. We had 75 in worship, not counting those who stopped in but couldn't stay but
said they will be back next week. I hope you all will
also! And just think... all of this will blossom into
lots of new things at St John's... not just 11:17
Worship.
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Food Pantry News
We have had a wonderful month of April at St. John’s
Food Pantry!

Serving Communion to Homebound
Did you know that St. John’s has more than 30 men and
women on its Homebound list---members and longtime
visitors who are unable to join us in person for worship and
communion?
Some are no longer driving while others have health
issues that limit their church activities.
The Shepherding Care team, chaired by Judi Edwards,
is recruiting church members who are willing to take the
Communion elements and liturgy to our homebound once a
month. If you are interested in this ministry, please contact
Judi Edwards at (361) 500-8819.

We are excited that we can now order produce boxes
from the Coastal Bend Food Bank (see [photo at left).
Each box contains, onions, potatoes, carrots, cabbage
and more. They are individual boxes so each client receives a
box when they come. We order from the Food Bank two
times a month
We had a great annual visit from Cynthia Carrillo, our
agency relations representative. We filled out all of our
paperwork for another year and were trained on a new
registration form.
As a Food Pantry agency partnered with the Coastal Bend
Food Bank, we have to meet lots of different requirements
from USDA, Texas Department of Agriculture and Feeding
America.
In order to receive food from these agencies we take civil
rights training, get food handlers licenses, and sign agreements
to comply with all agency rules/regulations. All the extra time
and effort we put behind the scene is worth it when our clients
come through the door.
Some are old friends to us now and we know their history
and stories; others are new faces we are glad to meet. All
who come are very appreciative of the food and care they
receive from St. John’s Food Pantry.
Thanks to all of you as well as the Food Bank, we are
fairly well stocked at present, but we could use the following:
* 1 or 2 pound bags of white or brown rice
* 1 or 2 pound bags of spaghetti
* Bars of soap

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
Interested in Playing Bridge or Learning
To Play? Check out the Tuesday Bridge
group at St. John’s!

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, taught by longtime
church member Suzy Shepard, invites you to participate! The
group gathers at 11 a.m. in the church Conference Room for
fellowship and study. The class is studying the Joyce Meyer
book titled “Seven Things That Steal Your Joy--Overcoming
the Obstacles to Your Happiness.” Bring a light lunch with
you to enjoy. If questions, please call Suzy at 361-549-4336.

Tuesdays, May 3, May 17, and May 31
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Room 1,
St. John’s UMC Administration Bldg.
If questions, please contact Judi Edwards at
361-500-8819 or at judiluvgram@usa.com.

Heart and Soul Resale Shop
A collaborative ministry involving several local churches, The Heart
and Soul Resale Shop, located at the corner of 221 N. Staples and
Laredo, (close to City Hall) is open for shopping every Saturday in May
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. The resale shop has clothes, shoes, household items,
jewelry, furniture, and more. Donations and volunteers are always
welcomed, said Coordinator Cheryl Villanueva (361-947-9358) of
Asbury UMC. Donations can be dropped off only on Mondays and
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
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St. John’s Flock Enjoyed a Busy April
By Leslie Albrecht,
Director of Student Ministries

Our Flock was busy during April. On April 10, we met
for Charcuterie & Candy where we filled eggs for the
Easter Egg Hunt. A special shout-out to Marti Veith
for coming and helping.
Easter Sunday. our students helped hide the eggs,
even though it meant coming early. Thanks to all the
adults who helped make it possible for them to work
on hiding while I finished with the Traditional Worship
Service. It was great to see them helping the children
during the hunt as well.
A special shout-out to Camille Veith for being a most
awesome Easter Bunny. After the hunt, we had a
small celebration during Sunday School.
We will be trying to eat out, or have a special meal in
the Youth Building, after the 11:17 service on the first
Sunday of the month. However, on May 1 we will be
heading to Rudy’s and ordering family style. Many of
our Flock are able to drive themselves but I may
need help transporting some of our younger students. Parents/adults who drive will be included
in the meal.
Coming soon: The Salvation of Dr. Who: A small
group study connecting Christ and culture by Matt
Rawle. We are planning to start the study on May 15.
Thanks for all you already do to support our Flock! I would love to have more
adults involved with our Flock. I know that we are all really busy... and I want to
assure you that saying yes once doesn’t mean you have to do it every time.

Calling all Youth (Flock)
members (grades 6-12)-You are special to St.
John’s UMC and we are
eager to see you in Sunday
School at 10:15 a.m. and in
worship (either 9 a.m. or
11:17 a.m.) If you or your
family have questions,
please call Leslie Albrecht
at 361-537-7199. .

I’m going to put a sign-up clipboard at the entrance to the Community Life
Building, the Sanctuary, and in the office. Please consider leaving your name
and contact information. You can also email or reach me by text or call. Email
Leslie.sjmethodist@gmail.com Phone 361-537-7199.
There are lots of options for helping: providing a meal, playing chauffeur,
helping out with Sunday School, or assisting with other Flock gatherings.
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“Learning Losses” for Students of Concern To Everyone

oficient” means that the student can read at their age level or above. Below proficient means that students cannot read
at the grade level
By Elaine Clanton Harpine, Church Member
& “Reading Orienteering Club” Sponsor

All across the nation and in every state, people are talking about the “learning losses” that were caused by COVID.
Some researchers believe that children may have lost anywhere from two months up to two years of their education
during the educational disruptions caused by the pandemic. While still other researchers found students who made
unbelievable progress during the pandemic. So, which is it?
The truth is—some of both. Yes, there are students who received one-on-one
tutoring or excellent online instruction and made unbelievable progress. I personally
worked with a student who was almost a full year behind at the time of the lockdown.
A year later while attending school online, the student completely caught up and
actually moved a little ahead of grade level requirements. So, yes, many students
did progress during the pandemic. Unfortunately, the majority of the students
across the nation did not.
Schools are scrambling trying to figure out the best way to help students make
up the learning losses caused by COVID, but there’s a problem. If you look
carefully, the United States already had severe learning losses in reading before
COVID. Yes, that’s right. The Nation’s Report Card showed that in 2019 (before
COVID), more than 60% of children in the U. S. were not able to read at their
grade level in school in 4th, 8th, or 12th grade. I’ve included a chart to illustrate
what the Nation’s Report Card reported. If you’d like a direct link to the Nation’s
Report Card, go to my free reading blog at https://www.groupcentered.com/
reading-blog)
Keep in mind that all of these test scores were from classroom instruction
before COVID-19. These scores reflect teaching methods used in classrooms
before the coronavirus pandemic. There was no disruption. No online education
or worksheets. These test scores are from regular in-class instruction.
I am not criticizing. I am just stating the fact that we have a problem. We
have learning losses from more than just the pandemic. So, what can we as a
community, as a church do about this problem?
First, reorganization is presently underway to reopen our reading clinic at St.
John’s and to also offer one-on-one tutoring as needed. Before the lockdown, we
had two students at St. John’s move up two grade levels in reading after only 48
hours of instruction in our reading clinic.
The Reading Orienteering Club, the program used at St. John’s, has been
documented through published university research to have moved failing students
up four grade levels in reading in just one year. We were not able to complete the
year because of Covid, but I look forward to achieving the same results here at St.
John’s.
Two needs that we have as we plan our reopening: (1) to get rid of COVID
so that I can go back to work and (2) we are looking for financial sponsors for the
reading clinic. This may be community, corporate, or grants. We would like to
hire 10 university interns to work with the children at the reading clinic at St.
John’s. Hiring university interns will enhance our ability to help children correct
learning losses. I will personally train the university interns, and we will be using
my Reading Orienteering Club curriculum.
Please let me know of possible sponsors.
Thank you for your continued support.
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If you teach a child to
read, you really can change
the world.

20 Women from Six Churches Attend Call to Prayer
and Self Denial Service at St. John’s UMC
For the past three years, St. John’s
United Methodist Women has hosted
the annual Call To Prayer and SelfDenial worship service. Other UMW
units were invited, and the April 2, 2022,
gathering drew 20 women from six
churches.
Special thanks to Carole Salsberry,
St. John’s UMW president, and Chris
Garcia, vice president as well as to
Adam Mathews for helping with the
multimedia presentation.
The special offering collected by
each unit represented was sent to the
Coastal Bend District UMW treasurer
as part of their pledges to mission.
Carole Salsberry reported that $145 was
collected by St. John’s members.
The UMC churches represented included Beeville, Kelsey Memorial, First
UMC-Corpus Christi, Three Rivers,
St. Luke’s, and St. John’s.

“Call to Prayer” participants from six UM churches posed for a group photo at the
conclusion of the April 2 midday program. Thanks to Adam Mathews for taking the photo!

St. John’s unit was represented by Joyce
Zimmerman, Louise Wagner, Karen Van Kirk,
Glenda Sanders, Carole Salsberry, (seated)
Nancy Busby, Suzy Shepard and Chris
Garcia.

New UMW Name: “United Women in Faith”
YORK, N.Y., March 2, 2022: United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith! The
move is part of a refreshing of the organization that includes a new logo and an array of new
and improved programs to nurture current members and welcome new women to join to put
their love in action on behalf of women, children, and youth.
The organization announced the new operating name in the March-April edition of
response, its bimonthly magazine for members, and launched the rebrand with a new website
and Face Book event on March 3.
The new programs are fruits of research conducted over the past five years with more than
24,000 United Methodists and women of other Christian traditions participating in the surveys,
focus groups and interviews. This input informed the prayerful discernment of staff and elected
leaders.
The changes are designed to address the different needs and life stages of current members
and new women and expand options for membership and engagement. The new name also
aims to welcome current members whose local churches may choose to disaffiliate from The
United Methodist Church as well as women of other faith traditions who want to join.
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(Above) Carole Salsberry welcomed everyone.
(Below) Kathy DeMeulle, Glenda Sanders, and
Randy Heintze were program narrators.

YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
SUPPORT CHURCH MINISTRIES
JOIN US FOR
ONLINE WORSHIP
It’s hard to believe that St. John’s UMC launched its
online worship within about two weeks after the pandemic was declared, in-person gatherings came to a
halt, and isolation & face masks became the norm.
A team of St. John’s members, with direction from our
pastor, was instrumental in the online service going
“live” so quickly.
Church members and friends can still view and participate in the online worship service that is produced
each week. Join fellow worshippers on Sunday mornings for the 11 a.m. online worship service. But tune
in at 10:50 a.m. to enjoy online chat with fellow church
members and friends near and far:
https://sjmethodist.online.church
Special thanks to Adam Mathews, Pastor Wade, and
others for their work with the recorded worship
service.

If you or your family have not made a financial pledge to St. John’s
UMC for 2022, please prayerfully consider how you can support the
church and its ministries. Call Finance Chair Michael Shaffer or
Barbara Benton, church bookkeeper, you have questions or need
information.
TEXT TO GIVE...You may text the amount you would like to give to
this phone number...361-541-6512...and follow the instructions given.
If you are already registered, you may just text the amount.
SUNDAY OFFERING...If you are in a worship service, you may place
your gift in a white envelope found on the back of a pew or chair and
place it in the offering plate.
MAIL OR DROP IN CHURCH MAIL SLOT...You can place your check
or money order in an envelope, seal the envelope, correctly address
it and mail by USPS or you may drop the sealed envelope in the
church mail slot on the front door of the Administration Building.
St. John’s UMC prepares individual/family quarterly reports (and
annual giving reports after December 31) on all gifts given to the
church during the calendar year and furnishes the appropriate report
to each member/family for their tax or personal records.

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
church office closed on Friday.

Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com;361-960-4021)
Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

FOOD PANTRY: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-Noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER (CLC): Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 about enrollment
or general information.

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian & Tonya Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodians
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Ben Seskin, Weekday Custodian
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

WORSHIP SERVICES: Two worship services every Sunday-Traditional service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Contemporary service at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month
at both services.
Effective March 2022, Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal
worship service is moving to podcasts and a quarterly service.
Watch for details.
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United Methodist
Church, is emailed to members and guests as a PDF document and is
published on the church website and Facebook. Printed copies are
also available at the church. Deadline for the June 2022 publication is
Friday, May 27. Editor: Chris Garcia, 991-2784 or 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com

st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
www.sjmethodist.com
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
https://twitter.com/stjohnmethodist
https://www.instagram.com/sjmethodist/
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