A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!

STEEPLE NOTES
MARCH 2022

Worship with Your Family of Faith!
Communion To Be Served This Sunday, March 6

Daylight Saving Time will
resume on Sunday, March 13,
2022. “Spring Forward” one
hour before you go to bed so
that you will absolutely be on
time Sunday morning!

The Lenten season began with Wednesday’s Ash Wednesday service in St.
John’s UMC Sanctuary, and this Sunday, March 6, is the first Sunday of Lent.
Both worship services at 9 a.m. (traditional in the Sanctuary) and 11:17 a.m.
(contemporary in the Community Life Building) will celebrate Holy Communion,
and all are invited to participate. The communion rail offering will benefit
UMCOR. Sunday’s sermon is titled “Ordinary Lives Can Be Holy,” with the
Scripture from Luke 4: 1-13. Special music at 9 a.m. will include a duet by Kim
Bryce and Leslie Albrecht.
Please be in worship this Sunday to worship God and greet members and
visitors in St. John’s family of faith. Isn’t it time to get back to church?
You are missed!
Sunday School classes for all ages are scheduled at 10 a.m.

Announcement from Pastor Wade
Dear St. John’s UMC Church Family:
It has been nearly four years since
I came to be a part of your lives as your
Pastor. Much of our time together has
occurred during an unprecedented
time in history.
Over the last 18 years of pastoral
ministry I have been blessed to serve
some great churches in the Southwest
Texas (now Rio Texas) Annual
Conferences. For a number of
reasons, I find that it is now time for
me to take a step back to discern and
reflect on the state of my vocation and
my commitment to fulltime ministry.
Over the last several years, my own
life has been shaped by the end of my
marriage, the specter of doing ministry
within the disorientation of a global
pandemic, and the health of some
members of my family. Additionally, I
will become an empty nest parent this
summer.

For these and other personal
reasons, I need to move closer to my
family in Austin so that I can participate
more fully in the care of my aging
parents. I need time away from the
daily immersion in ministry to discern
my future in the context of all that is
happening in my life and the life and
context of the larger church.
I have requested that the Rio Texas
After
Conference grant me a one-year leave
of absence from ministry. During that
year, I will be pursuing other vocational
opportunities and discerning what may
be next for me.
When I was called to ministry, there
was a clear path and process for
answering that call in the United
Methodist Church. I believe that God
may be calling me in an alternate
direction and the only clear path I can
see currently is to step away and discern
that call and direction.
(See ANNOUNCEMENT, Page 2)

Seeking Input for
Children’s Ministry
All interested persons are invited
to gather for a "Brainstorming"
session on Thursday, March 24, at
6 p.m. in the Conference Room. We
are looking for ideas for Children's
Sunday School, Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday and an Easter Egg Hunt.
Pastor Wade Lindstrom will facilitate the brainstorming.
This is simply visioning. You do not
have to commit to being in charge
of anything. We are especially interested in the ideas of persons who
have participated in some aspect of
Children's Ministries at St. John’s,
observed exciting children's programs in another church, knows the
interests of children or grandchildren, loves children unconditionally,
and/or has the spiritual gift of teaching.
Continued on Page 2)

ANNOUNCEMENT

A Message from Our Pastor
Not Perfection, But Closeness to God
We live in a culture bent on definitions of a good life as continuous
upward mobility–climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly fabulous
experiences that we can post to ever-more-likable social media accounts.
We may comb the shelves of the self-help section in search of just the right
formula to gain success. Perhaps we even gravitate towards spiritual leaders
who promise great rewards if we only do “the right thing.”
But life happens, right? Most times we are not moving upward but trying to
repair the rung we’ve just slipped from. So what if we stopped climbing and
started fertilizing, watering, and blooming right where we find ourselves?
Welcome to a Lent of affirming a faith in which we are blessed, regardless,
and where we can lean into embracing our “good enough” lives.
I hope you’ll join us for this Lenten Season. Our series will be based on the
idea that perfection isn’t the goal, closeness to God is the desired action. God
loves us just the way we are and will love us regardless of our striving. Let’s
take this season to grow in our relationship with God.
You are invited to join us in daily reading from the book Good Enough:
40ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie.
We have a few copies left in the office for $15 or you may order a copy
yourself. The book will be used as the basis for sermons during the next 6 weeks.
Within each week, you can read the listed devotions in any order.
Please call the church office at 991-4342 to reserve a book or ask questions.
Peace, Pastor Wade

Brainstorming--

(continued from Page 1)

Pray about it! We should not assume that we can accomplish anything
lasting without God's help.
Augustine put it this way, “Pray as though everything depended on God.
Work as though everything depended on you.” Pray for guidance, inspiration
and direction for leaders. Ask God to show them how to serve as Christ serves,
Give as Christ gives, and Love as Christ loves.
Pray for the right person to answer the call of being the Children's Director
which is a paid staff position.
-- Glenda Sanders, chair, St. John’s Leadership Board
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ANNOUNCEMENT
(Continued from Page 1)
I have great hope for St. John’s
United Methodist Church. I will be with
you in worship and service until June
2022. St. John’s UMC’s leadership
team, along with the Bishop and Cabinet
of the Rio Texas Annual Conference
will be working on identifying and
welcoming your new pastor in late June
of 2022. I will pray for them and for
you through this process, as I hope you
will pray for me.
Peace, Pastor Wade

Memorial
Memorial Gifts
Gifts
Financial gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in honor of family members,
friends, and ministries are placed in St.
John’s UMC Memorial Funds. The funds
include Building, Choir, Youth, Scholarship,
Food Pantry, Worship, Care/Concern/
Bereavement and Undesignated for general church needs. All gifts, in any amount,
are sincerely appreciated. Gifts may be given
anonymously, if desired.
In loving memory of Jerry Harrison, husband of
Betty Jean Harrison, a gift to the Building Fund
from Mary Jane Fox and a gift to the Worship
Fund from Chris Garcia.
In loving memory of Rick Darst, husband of
Carrie and father of Timothy, Nathan, and
Bonnie, and in celebration of his devotion to
St. John’s, a gift to the Bereavement Fund from
Chris Garcia.
In loving memory of Fay Sassman, a gift to the
Building Fund from Chris Garcia.

2022 Pancake Supper Draws Large Crowd
After a two-year absence because of the COVID pandemic,
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper was held on March 1 in
the Community Life Bulding, with more than 100 enjoying a
great meal and wonderful fellowship. Thanks to our United
Methodist Men and many others who helped stage the event.

Cutline: (Above and clockwise) A smiling group of diners including
Cricket McHale, Carolyn Pence, Marcia Mayes, and Rev. Harold
Onwiler; Steve Parker, Frank Olevitch, Darron Bergstrom; Wayne
Carden and Janice Cagle; Jack Pace; Bruce Hamende and Robert
Garza; Jim Falwell, Pastor Wade, and Frank Olevitch; Mardi Gras
masked diners (l-r) Carole Salsberry, Louise Wagner, Karen Van Kirk,
Faye Wilkins, Suzy Shepard, Annie Hatfield; with their plates at the
serving counter are (l-r) Kitty Hommer, Brenda Carlisle, Dee Dee
Williams and Cricket McHale.
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CAN YOU BE A
“DOORSTEPPER?”
By Connie Hahn

Several folks have already signed
up to deliver a small plant and personal
note to every first-time visitor to St.
John’s. But more are needed.
In last month’s Steeple Notes, I explained how the program works.
Team members serve on a rotating
basis throughout the calendar year. With
25 team members, each member would
only be assigned two Sundays per year.
Each week, following both worship
services, the names and addresses of
new visitors are collected. The church
staff alerts the volunteer for that week,
and the team member assigned delivers
a plant and personal note sometime
during the wek.
There may be weeks when no
guests are recorded, but if St. John’s has
contact information on a guest or two,
the Doorstepper will purchase an
inexpensive blooming plant in a small
container from any local nursery (about
a $3-4 value) and deliver to the address
provided with a personal note.
If you need to be reimbursed, just
keep your receipt(s) and turn them in to
Cathy McRorey in the office.
For more information, please
contact me (call or text) or email me.
Phone call/text: 361-774-3954
Email: connie78411@gmail.com

February Birthday Celebration by Seekers Class at Kiko’s Restaurant drew a great
crowd to celebrate member Connie Hahn’s birthday. Pictured are (seated) Dee Dee
Williams and Connie Hahn and (standing, l-r) Robyn Cobb, Gerri Cason, Janice
Cagle, Kitty Hommer, Cathi Garza, Shelley Veit, Carole Salsberry, Danna Sharpe,
Glenda Sanders, and Marti Veith.

Seekers Sunday School Class
To Begin New Study; You’re Invited!
The Seekers Sunday School Class will begin its new study this Sunday, March
6, based on the novel “The Stranger in the Lifeboat” by Mitch Albom. The
class meets at 10 a.m. upstairs in Fellowship Hall, and all are invited.
Marianne Robert and Marti Veith will lead the study and plan to cover two
chapters each week in class. Class members who want to purchase a book can
find them at Sam’s Club ($14.36) and also at Amazon and Christianbooks.com.
Class members are encouraged to arrive on time at 10 a.m. for the one-hour
fellowship and study, then join classmates at the 11:17 a.m. contemporary service.

WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, taught by longtime church
member Suzy Shepard, invites you to participate! The group
gathers at 11 a.m. in the church Conference Room for fellowship
and study. The class is studying the Joyce Meyer book titled
“Seven Things That Steal Your Joy--Overcoming the Obstacles to
Your Happiness.” Bring a light lunch with you to enjoy. If questions, please call Suzy at 361-549-4336.
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Give It Up or Take It Up
for 40 Days of Lent
By Glenda Sanders, Leadership Board Chair

During Lent, Christians focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer
to God. We encourage you to give up something during Lent and then donate your
savings to St. John’s UMC. Label or decorate a jar or other container for this special
offering and collect your money (including loose change) to bring to church on Easter
Sunday or the Sunday after Easter. Please put “Give it Up” on the memo line of any
checks or electronic offerings. Post a selfie with a sign sharing what you gave up or did
for Lent for our Facebook page. Imagine if 50 persons collected $40 each. That would
be $2,000 for St. John’s Ministries!
A Lenten fast doesn’t have to consist of just fasting and giving up things we love. It can be adding
things during this season of Lent that will make our lives more meaningful. Lent is a season of
preparation to celebrate Easter. It is a time for adding things that increase our awareness of God’s
mercy in Christ Jesus. It is to strengthen our faith. Lent lasts for 40 days and it begins the day
following Shrove Tuesday (Fat Tuesday), on Ash Wednesday. There are actually 46 days between
Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday, but Sundays during Lent are not counted. Lent excludes
Sundays because every Sunday is like a little Easter.
GIVE IT UP: Don’t buy anything you don’t need. If you can live without it, you don’t need it. Give it
up for Lent. Put the money that you would have spent into your offering jar. Some people fast from
sweets, TV, video games, sugary drinks, alcohol, fast food, cigarettes or meat as a way to purify
their bodies and lives. You might skip one meal a day and use that time to pray instead. Or you
can give up some activity like worry or reality tv to spend time outside enjoying God’s creation.
Give away 40 things for 40 days. Every day, walk around your house and collect things to
donate or give away… every day, until Lent ends. Toss your loose change into your offering jar.
Give up staying home or sleeping in on Sundays and come to church. Wear Easter clothes
already in your closet. How can you simplify your life in terms of what you eat, wear or do?
TAKE IT UP: Take on a service for Christ. Volunteer in some way at church. Help in the Food
Pantry, greet visitors and answer phones in the office one day a week, Easter Egg Hunt, Children’s
Sunday School, Easter Bake Sale, deliver gifts to our homebound, or tidy the back of the pews
and clean. Be kind to someone each day. Serving others is one way we serve God. Use Lent as
a time of intentional prayer. You can pray while you walk, create music or art as a prayer to
God, or savor a time of quiet listening. Start a prayer rhythm. Say a prayer every time you brush
your teeth, hear an ambulance, or check your email. Before you text someone, pray for them.
Read the Gospels. Compliment someone who annoys you, and mean it. Forgive someone who
hurt you. Do you sense it’s time to open yourself up to new experiences and/or new people? It might
be time to give up isolation, starting small with the season of Lent. Trying a new activity, joining a
small group, attending Sunday School, or volunteering at church are just a few ideas for giving up
loneliness as Easter approaches. All can be ways of becoming more in tune with God.

A Lenten fast doesn’t have to consist of just fasting and
giving up things we love. It can be adding things during this
season of Lent that will make our lives more meaningful.
Steeple Notes 5 March 2022

Schism in the Methodist Church
This article represents the final in a series of articles written
by church member and Annual Conference delegate Rick Darst
that began with an introduction in July 2021 and continued
through December’s SteepleNotes issue. Rick’s articles
covered Traditionalists (Parts 1 and 2), Exiting Liberationalists,
A Step Back, and Progressives and Remaining Liberationalists.
With Rick’s death on February 22, St. John’s Lay Leader Chris
Garcia is completing the series of articles.
The following information is taken from an overview titled
“A New Era in United Methodist Politics: New Parties—Christmas Covenant” (see footnote on Page 6) written March 3, 2021,
by UM and Global Blogmaster Dr. David W. Scott, Mission
Theologian at the General Board of Global Ministries. The
opinions and analysis expressed here are Dr. Scott's own and
do not reflect in any way the official position of Global Ministries.
Dr. Scott’s overview began as follows:
“As detailed in my last post, The United Methodist Church
is entering a new era of politics, one in which old patterns are
being disrupted, leading to fluidity and unpredictability.
“Four major issues will confront the church—sexuality,
unity vs. division, regionalization, and denominational institutions—that cannot be reduced to one another. These different
issues have varying significance for individual United
Methodists, and individuals’ opinions on one issue are not
necessarily good predictors of their opinions on the other
issues.
“Within that context, this post will try to identify some of
the different parties or groups within the church based on the
issue or issues they find most important and their stance on
issues. There are eight such groups identified—Traditionalists,
Exiting Liberationists, Progressives and Remaining
Liberationists These groups also overlap at points. This
variety of overlapping and intersecting groups should
underscore the complexity of UMC politics at the present
moment.”

Institutionalists
There is a significant group of United Methodists around
the world who may best be characterized by their loyalty to
the institutions of the church and their concern for the future of
those institutions. This group includes many bishops, cabinets, and agency staff.
Some members of UMC Next are primarily Institutionalists. I believe the term Institutionalist is more helpful than Centrist, since this group is not primarily defined by their position
on questions of sexuality but rather by their attachment to the
institution; attitudes to sexuality (and other issues) vary within
this group, and thus it overlaps with other groups, especially
the Progressives, Internationalists, Regionalists, and Localists.
The primary political goal of this group is to preserve the
current structures of the UMC to the extent possible.

However, the “to the extent possible” phrase indicates the
difficulties in achieving this goal and the diversity of approaches
toward that goal. There is internal conflict among Institutionalists over how best to preserve structures and how much to
spend on this effort. Most Institutionalists, though, form their
opinions in response to various official proposals (GCFA (??)
proposals, episcopal study committee recommendations, calls
by the bishops, etc.).

Innovators
There is another group that is also primarily defined by
their views on the institutions of the UMC. However, rather than
trying to preserve those institutions, this group sees the
current moment in the church as an opportunity to make
significant changes and reforms to those institutions. Many
also support regionalization as part of those larger changes.
There is diversity within this group over how best to
innovate, with a variety of unique solutions set forward. This is
a very small group of inside players, including some bishops,
agency staff, and church planters, but because they are
inside players, their views garner attention.

Internationalists
There is a significant minority of United Methodists throughout the world who are primarily characterized by their commitment to preserving some sort of organic connection between
different regions of the UMC, that is, unity.
This view is strongest in the central conferences and finds
expression in groups like the Christmas Covenant (see footnote on Page 6), central conference bishops, Africa Voices of
Unity, and Out of Chaos: Creation (though that last group also
reflects Progressive views).This group is generally supportive
of regionalization as a means to preserve (and reform) international connectional structures.
Many are critical of colonialism (and its associated
racism) in the church as a hindrance to international connectional structure. Members of this group hold a variety of views
on denominational institutions, but they generally recognize a
need to make some changes and reforms. This group also
holds a variety of views regarding sexuality, with those views
mainly falling out along geographic lines. Nevertheless, they
are generally willing to let that issue be decided locally.

Regionalists
While the groups mentioned thus far are primarily defined
by their stance on denomination-wide issues, the last two
groups are characterized by a more limited geographic focus.
Regionalists are those United Methodists who are most
concerned with the future of the UMC in their region, regardless of what happens to the rest of the denomination globally.
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(Continued on Page 6)

SCHISM IN THE CHURCH

Footnotes on the Protocol of Reconciliation
and the Christmas Covenant

(Continued on Page 5)
This is a significant position in the Western Jurisdiction in
the United States and throughout the central conferences.
Regionalists may be either progressive (e.g., the Western
Jurisdiction, Germany) or traditionalist (e.g., Africa) on issues
of sexuality, but are mostly focused on finding local solutions
to conflicts over sexuality, regardless of the actions of the rest
of the denomination.
Regionalists are generally supportive of regionalization
(e.g., through passing the Christmas Covenant) (see footnote
at end of this article) as a means to facilitate a primary focus on
regional issues. There is a significant overlap with internationalists, though the two groups differ in the emphasis given to
the two parts of the formula “unity through regionalization.”

The Philippines Annual Conference Cavite, following its annual
conference in February 2020, endorsed and sent forward to the 2020
General Conference of the United Methodist Church legislation for an
amicable separation of The United Methodist Church — the Protocol
of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation. The Philippines
annual conference also endorsed and forwarded the Christmas
Covenant, another potentially key piece of legislation for the future of
The United Methodist Church.

Localists

The Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation was the
work of a 16-member team of church leaders, representing progressive, centrist and traditionalist parts of the denomination. The team
agreed that longstanding divisions over same-sex weddings and
ordination of LGBTQ people as clergy were tearing apart The United
Methodist Church, requiring a separation.

It is easy for United Methodist insiders to forget that the
single largest group of laity and one of the most significant
groups of clergy around the world are primarily concerned not
with denomination-wide issues, but with church, district, and
annual conference issues.
Such a focus is almost non-existent among US General
Conference delegates because of the nationalization of
politics within the United States, but Localists are still a
notable group among African, Filipino, and Eastern
European delegates. These delegates are elected to General
Conference not because of their position on denominational
issues but because of their prominence within the annual conference.
Indeed, some Localist delegates may be relatively
uninformed or not have strong opinions on many denomination-wide issues. Because of their geographic background,
Localists tend to be traditionalist in their understanding of
sexuality, but this position does not necessarily predict their
position on other pressing issues such as the Protocol, Christmas Covenant (see footnote at end of this article) or reforming
denominational institutions.

An Era of New Parties
As I hope the above makes clear, it is difficult to predict
any given United Methodist’s stance on the whole range of
issues before the church based on their stance on any one
issue. There are differences both among and within parties on
the salience of issues and the right solution to those issues.
This means that there is both a significant amount of
uncertainty around how the church will move forward on its
most pressing issues and a significant opportunity for forging
new coalitions between various groups.
Indeed, the politics of the United Methodist Church going
forward will be determined by what new coalitions arise
and how strong those coalitions prove to be.

At the time of the endorsement, the 2020 General Conference was
scheduled in May 2020 in Minneapolis, MN, but because of the
worldwide pandemic and continuing concerns about travel and visa
restrictions, the conference was postponed to 2022 (see note below).

The Christmas Covenant is a plea for keeping the denomination intact
and as unified as possible, but also calls for restructuring it into regional
conferences, including a U.S. regional conference.

Breaking News:
In an announcement made earlier this week by Rio Texas
Conference Bishop Robert Schnase, he reported that the
Commission on General Conference, a diverse group of clergy
and laity in the United Methodist Church, announced that
General Conference will be postponed until 2024. (It had been
scheduled in late August/early September 2022.)
Bishop Schnase said, “Any significant announcement such
as this evokes many emotions. The commission stated that
global vaccination issues and visa backlogs for delegates from
Africa, Europe, and the Philippines as their primary reasoning
for this decision. Other obstacles, such as translation
challenges and limited internet capabilities in some areas, make
it impossible to hold General Conference virtually. Our world
changes so quickly and it causes the church to pivot and adapt,
and I know this can be frustrating for everyone.”
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Ministry Groups Reminded
By St. John’s Foundation
That March 23 Is Deadline
for Funding Requests
By Darron Bergstrom, President
St. John’s UMC Foundation

St. John’s United Methodist Church Foundation has been
blessed by the generosity of a number of past and present
church members who have left wonderful Legacy Gifts to be
used to further the ministry of Christ and His Church.
The Investment Policy of the Foundation calls for a
distribution annually of 4% of the average of the account
balances at the end of the last three years.
Because of the current positive stock market, the Foundation Board voted to make the 2021 distribution at this time
to the following needs: Children and Youth, Missions, and
Church Needs.
A form titled “Request for Funds” was made available to
be filled out and submitted no later than 3 p.m. Wednesday,
March 23, 2022. Requests received after the deadline will
not be considered.
Ministry groups that have a need for a particular project
or special purchase are encouraged to submit a funding
request. If anyone needs a form, please contact Cathy
McRorey, Administrative Assistant, in the church office or at
361-991-4342.
The form includes the name of the group seeking the
funds, a summary of items requested and justification for the
funds, and a breakdown of estimated costs.
Questions can be directed to Darron at 361-688-6139.
Last year, the distribution totaled $24,585.36 which
benefitted approximately 15 requests.

Interested in Playing Bridge or Learning To Play?
Check out the Tuesday Bridge group at St. John’s!

NEWS FROM TKC
By Adam Mathews

Hello, Church Family:
Here is what’s happening with TKC this
month. Our first Podcast is recorded and will
be available for listening on Friday, March 11.
We are still looking for a place to upload and
will share the link with the church as soon as
we have it.
We also just had an amazing interview with
Alexizz Rodrigues from the band Bloodlines.
We talked about the back story of the band and
the theology behind their band’s newest EP
Hevel. The word hevel is translated as
“meaningless” and is used in the book of
Ecclesiastes a lot. In the context of the book
the word “Hevel” means vanishing like vapor or
smoke. Now the Ecclesiastes weren’t
necessarily saying the work or seasons we go
through in life are meaningless, but rather like
vapor ever changing, here one minute and
gone the next.
The Band ministries, GratitudeTX and
Mariam, will be playing with the bands
Bloodlines Convictions, Earth Groans and
fifteen other bands on Saturday, March 19, at
the Venues Boozers in town. We are hoping
for revelations and healing as we hit the stage
to spread the hope and love of Jesus Christ.
At the current time, Thy Kingdom Come
will not schedule any monthly services. In
addition to the monthly podcast, TKC will
schedule a quarterly gathering, said Pastor
Wade Lindstrom.

Tuesdays, March 8 and March 22, 2022
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Room 1,
St. John’s UMC Administration Bldg.
If questions, please call Judi Edwards at 361-500-8819
or at judiluvgram@usa.com.
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IN MEMORIAM

Rick Darst (with wife Carrie)

Jerry Harrison

Fay Sassman (with
her late husband Joe)

Rick Darst, 74, passed away at home on
February 22, 2022. Rick loved to sing and
enjoyed being a part of the sanctuary choir for
the traditional service as well as providing solos.
He was active in United Methodist Men and
served on the traditional worship team for
several years. Rick is survived by his wife, Carrie;
two sons, Timothy and Nathan.; and one
daughter. Bonnie Brae Darst. The funeral
service will be held 11a.m. Saturday, March 12,
in the St. John’s Sanctuary. It will be followed by
a reception in the Community Life Building.

Jerry Harrison, 88, a member of St. John’s since the mid1960s, passed away on February 14, 2021. A retired dentist,
Jerry was active in United Methodist Men and the traditional
worship team, serving as head usher in the traditional
servivce for many years. He is survived by his wife, Betty Jean,
and two daughters. A private burial was held at Seaside
Funeral Home on Feb. 21, with a memorial service and
reception planned at a later date.
Fay Sassman, 97, passed away on February18 at the
Mirador where she had lived since 2012. She and her late
husband Joe, who died in March 2019, were members of
St. John’s for almost 40 years. They lived in the church
neighborhood for many years and loved playing golf with
church members before moving to the Mirador. A funeral
service was held February 25 at Seaside Funeral Home,
with interment following. Fay is survived by several nieces
and nephews.

Shepherding Care
Team Invites You
To Serve

You Are Invited To Order
Easter Lilies for Placement
on Easter Sunday
One of St. John’s UMC’s long-time traditions is having white Easter lilies placed
in both worship areas on Easter Sunday
morning. The lilies are purchased by
church members and friends or visitors and
can honor loved ones (living or deceased).
recogtnize milestones and/or special family events, or recognize church ministries.
Be watching for an order form in the
April SteepleNotes and also in the April 3
and April 10 worship bulletins. The deadline to order lilies will be Tuesday, April 12.
Church members and guests ordering lilies will be invited to take the pot plants
with them following the Easter Sunday
services on April 17. Plants not picked up
will be delivered to homebound members.
The lilies will be priced at $17 each;
payment can be made to St. John’s UMC
by check, cash, or money order at the time
the order is placed.

By Judi Edwards, Shepherding Care Team chair
In February Shepeherding team prepared and distributed 36 Valentines gifts
to St. John’s homebound members and others in our community. We would like to
thank all those who generously gave of their time and service to prepare the plants
and deliver them to the homes and facilities where these members reside.. It is
always gratifying to get feedback from the recipients saying how much this “little”
token means to them.
In the past, the Shepherding Care team has also taken communion to our
members. With the pandemic this practice was placed on hold. We now feel
confident that this mission is vital to the health of the church and community. We
need volunteers who would be willing to take this sacrament on a monthly basis to
two or three of our homebound members.
If you would be willing to commit your time and effort, contact Judi Edwards at
361-500-8819 or at judiluvgram@usa.com.
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Mission Possible –
Simplified, Accountable Leadership Board
By Glenda Sanders
2022 Leadership Board Chairperson
Are you prepared to stake everything,
change anything, and do whatever it
takes – even if it means altering long
familiar habits, redeveloping precious
programs and redeploying sacred
assets? --Tom Bandy, from the
foreword of Winning on Purpose

One of our purposes is to make St.
John’s UMC lean, effective, and efficient.
The formation of the Simplified,
Accountable Leadership Board Structure
has enabled us to make decisions
quickly and be more adaptive, flexible
and innovative in relating to all the
opportunities that challenge us.
Our ultimate responsibility is to shift
from managing the church to governing
the church.
This board structure is only nine
months old. We had our first meeting on
June 15, 2021. We meet monthly on
the 3rd Tuesday at 6:30 pm. The meetings
last about 90 minutes. We are a group
of 12 individuals that you elected and are
functioning as the Church Council,
Finance Committee, Trustees, and StaffPastor-Parish Relations Committee.
All church members are welcome
to attend these meetings!
At each monthly meeting, we start
and end with prayer led by the laity. We
are emailed minutes and financial reports
to review before the meetings to save
time. Pastor Wade Lindstrom leads us
in a spiritual devotional time. We talk
about ways we have seen God at work
in our congregation.

2022 Leadership Board members (seated, l-r) Wayne Carden, Benny Cason, Pastor Wade,
Lindstrom, Bruce Hamende, Bruce Francis; (standing, l-r) Adam Mathews, Chris Davis
Garcia, Pauline Nguyen, Michael Shaffer, Glenda Sanders (chair), Danna Sharpe, Janice
Cagle. (Not pictured: Ashley Hernandez.
One of our current emphases is on balancing the 2022 General Budget.
St. John’s UMC’s Property Insurance increased from $79,314 in 2021 to $99,030
in 2022. Church property is valued at $6,668,000 and contents are valued at
$1,377,384. We have cut the expense budget as much as possible. Thus we are
exploring ways to increase the income including a focus on fundraising.
We are forming a Ministry Team to specifically redevelop and initiate new
programs in Children and Family Ministries. Upcoming discussions will be on Sunday
School, Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday and a community Egg Hunt. If you are
interested in serving on the planning team, please contact Pastor Wade.
Please keep the Pastor, Volunteer Leadership, and Staff in your prayers for
guidance as they make decisions and give them the knowledge to keep our church
in a financially sound position.
The Leadership Board will meet Tuesday, March 15, at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting is open to all church members.

Members of the Leadership Board
2022

2023

Bruce Hamende, Trustees

Michael Shaffer, Finance

Wayne Carden

Chris Garcia, SPRC

Glenda Sanders, Chair

Adam Mathews

Bruce Francis

Danna Sharpe

Pauline Nguyen

Janice Cagle

Benny Cason, Vice Chair/Secretary

Ashley Boren Hernandez
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2024

St. John’s UMC Prayer List
Grieving: Family of Ivan Shaver (Ivan passed away on the evening of
March 3 at a local hospital--see note below); Family of Rick Darst;
Family of Jerry Harrison; Family of Fay Sassman; Family of Bill Clark.
Hospitalized/Rehab: Gary Schwartz, Clint Christel, Steve Lewis,
Ramiro Medina
Recovering at Home: Nancy Busby, Jan DeCovic, Janie Alejandro
Our Church
Our Nation
US Military
World Leadership
People of Ukraine
St. John’s CLC
All Teachers &
Students
CC Metro Ministries
Wenholz Houses
Charlie Bauer
Nick Bauer
Tyler and Melissa
Brownlee
Valerie Caldwell
Jeff Caravantes
Marcia Caravantes
Zach Cason
Rene Cervantes

Margo Chapman
Cissy and Patrick
Hadley & Heather
Christel
Teara Cincotta
Tonja Claunch
Betty Collins
Norma Conyers
Deborah Crawford
Lina Crumpler
Dana D’Amore
The Darst Family
Julie & Carly Downey
Shelly Edwards
Jimmy Elam
Evelyn
William Everett
Anita Garza
Robert Garza

Janie Glasson
James Glover
Rick Haaker
Betty Jean Harrison
& Family
Marilyn Henderson
Russell Higgins
Cindy Hopkins
Kelly Huey & Kylie
Elene Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Stacie Jones
Ann Jordan
Family of Isabelle
Loya
James McMinn
Judi and Kenneth
Oestreich
Frank Olevitch

Roma Onwiler
Dolores Pace
Mick Pace
Mary Palmer
Debra Patterson
Scott Parker
Aliah Veith Pinto
Purdy Family
Francis Quinn
Dottie Ramella
Mary Lee Ress
Bud & Lynne Richards
Rilla Roots
Betty Sebring
Lyneve Shaver
Tom Shearer
Suzy Shepard
Susan Skidmore
Jenny Skrobarczyk

Church Calendar at a Glance
MARCH
Saturday, March 5---Leadership Board Training & Orientation, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday, March 6--Worship at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Holy Communion
Thursday, March 10--5:45 p.m., 11:17 worship team meeting (Cathi Garza,
chair)
Sunday, March 13--Second Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins
(‘spring forward”)
Tuesday, March 15-- Leadership Board monthly meeting, 6:30 p.m. in CLB
Saturday, March 19: 7:30 a.m., Joseph’s Apprentices gather in CLB for
devotional, then maintenance, repairs, grounds upkeep ((Bruce Hamende)
Sundays, March 20 and March 27--Third and fourth Sundays of Lent,
worship services at 9 a.m.and 11:17 a.m.
Thursday, March 24--Brainstorming session for Children’s Ministry (see story
on Page 1)

APRIL
Saturday, April 2-- “Call to Prayer and Self Denial” program by St. John’s United
Methodist Women. (See story on Page 14)
Sunday, April 3 -- Fifth Sunday of Lent; Holy Communion served at both 9 a.m.
and 11:17 a.m. worship services.
Sunday, April 10 -- Palm Sunday, worship services at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Thursday, April 14 -- Maundy Thursday service, 6 p.m., Community Life Bldg.
Friday, April 15 -- Good Friday service, 6 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday service; flowering of the cross, placement
of Easter lilies on the altar (see story on Page 9)

Please pray for those on
our prayer list. If you
have someone whose
name you want to add or
remove, please call the
church office @ 361-9914342 or email Catherine
McRorey at the church,
catherine.sjmethodist
@gmail.com. Prayer
concerns will be removed
after 30 days unless staff
is notified to keep
individuals on the list.
Tana Smith
Patrick Taber
Charles Teas
Ashley Tomek
Ralph & Matthew Torres
Marti Veith
Brad Vela
Kimbel Ward
Davris White
Sam & Sue Windsor
Harley Wilson & Family
Jeffery Zammiello
Roseanne Zammiello

A Sad Announcement
Received Thursday Evening,
as SteepleNotes went to press.
Ivan Shaver, 84, a 40-year member of
St. John’s who sang in the Choir, was
an active member of United Methodist
Men, served as Sunday School superintendent, and helped count church
offerings, passed away Thursday
evening, March 3, at a local hospital.
He had been hospitalized for several
days. Please keep Ivan’s wife Lyneve,
son Howard, and daughter Rev. Ruth
Shaver in your prayers. Funeral service
details forthcoming.
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Joseph’s Apprentices Will Gather
on Saturday, March 19; Join Us!
Joseph’s Apprentices are off to a great start! Thank you to Bruce Hamende
and to the February disciples (Doug Nicholas, Wayne Carden, and Benny
Cason) who shared their time and skills. And special thanks to Janice Cagle and
Gerri Cason for providing breakfast. A big shout-out for the wonderful clean-up
work of the central courtyard (photo at right). You are all so appreciated!
Join us on Saturday, March 19, 7:30 a..to 12 noon in the Community Life
Building. We will gather the third Saturday of every month and begin with food,
fellowship, brief devotional and prayer and then begin the day’s projects.
Our goal is to tackle various maintenance, clean-up, spruce-up, painting,
grounds projects and more! There are projects for all ages, male & female and
skill levels. Many hands make light work. We can find a place for you to share
your time and talents. We will get done what we can in the time and with the
people we have.
Bring gloves and any yard or carpentry tools you like to use. For specific
information, contact Bruce Hamende at 361-548-8510. Carolyn Martin, Grounds
Team leader, will direct what landscaping and grounds projects need addressing.
Power washers, rakes, outdoor brooms, leaf blowers, pole saws, and chain saws
are always needed. Bring family and friends to help!
Volunteers are also needed to make coffee and provide breakfast items.
Contact Glenda Sanders to sign up 361-946-9508 cell or text.
You will leave with a lighter heart, lifted spirit, and fully encouraged to live
for Christ in other areas of your life. We strive to consistently build each other
up in our faith, develop bonds of friendship, and show Spiritual support for each
other. Come and build relationships as you build the church.
Mission: To help men grow in Christ, so others may know Christ.

St. John’s United
Methodist Men
UMM plans to continue meeting every Wednesday at 7 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall, and invites all men to participate. For the time
being, bring your own breakfast fare! Thanks to everyone who
helped make the Pancake Supper successful. Be watching for
details on the Beach to Bay Marathon water station manned by
UMM.

UMM Card Ministry
The United Methodist Men will send a greeting card expressing appropriate
sentiments for birthdays, get well, condolences, etc.to all names and addresses
submitted to them. Access the SJUMC website and fill out the form. Robert and
Cathi Garza are helping send cards while Gary Schwartz, secretary, continues to
be hospitalized. Get well soon, Gary!

https://www.sjmethodist.com/umm-card-request/
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St. John’s Central Courtyard

MARCH 2022
BIRTHDAYS
1

Leslie Albrecht, Larry Patton

2
3
4

Kathy Tunnell
Kathryn Heslep
Mary-Elizabeth Blue, Mrs. Robin
Smith
Donna Sheffield
Annie Hatfield, Steve Luker
Bruce Hamende, Carolyn
Olevitch
Grant Haralson
Christian Waldrop
Skylar Carden
Gabrielle Shaffer
Marilyn Henderson
Ann Jordan
Robert Lewis
Abbigail Thompson
Bill Smith
Samuel Straub
Gaylene Burleson, Zachary
Cason, Scott Garza
Halsey Fusselman

5
7
12
13
14
15
16
18
19
22
24
26
28
29
30

NOTE: If your name was omitted on the
birthday list, or if you see other errors,
please call Cathy McRorey at the
church, 991-4342.

UMCOR Special Offering--Sunday, March 27
A special note to St. John’s members and
guests: Please respond generously to the
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on
Relief) Special Offering on Sunday, March
27. UMCOR continues to be the leading
organization when disasters strike in the
US and throughout the world.
The story below, which continues on Page
14, provides information on how UMCOR
has responded in 2021.
The United Methodist Committee on Relief answered
many appeals for assistance in 2021. What follows are
some key responses and a few of the major grants
awarded this past year to help alleviate suffering
around the world.
In 2021, the United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) provided a caring presence and humanitarian aid for people impacted by severe weather, earthquakes and volcanoes, COVID-19 lockdowns, political
unrest and armed conflicts. It also provided shelter,
comfort and at times solutions for refugees, asylum seekers and other migrants along their journeys. UMCOR
was born in the throes of World War II and, by God’s
grace, United Methodists continue to support UMCOR
today in response to many complicated disasters that
severely affect individuals, families and communities.
As the devastating consequences of the December 10
tornadoes continue to unfold, UMCOR has been working with disaster response coordinators in the Arkansas,
Kentucky and future Tennessee-Western Kentucky
conferences to release emergency grants for immediate
disaster relief. UMCOR will continue to accompany and
partner with the conferences as they discern their roles
in recovery efforts.
Haiti earthquake and tropical storm relief
The 7.2 magnitude earthquake that struck Haiti on
August 14, 2021, required both immediate relief and
long-term recovery planning. The death toll was
estimated at 2,200, while more than 12,200 people were
injured, and hundreds remain missing. Official estimates
indicate that 40% of Haiti’s total population still needs
humanitarian assistance. The situation was exacerbated
by Tropical Storm Grace, which struck the island two
days later.
UMCOR has responded by coordinating efforts with
ecumenical partners and various programs of Global
Ministries, such as Global Health. Immediately following
the quake, grants for emergency medical supplies to the

February 3, 2022: Standing in the chapel of Dawson Springs United Methodist Church, Lara
S. Martin told the assembled group that they needed to remember only one thing she said
that day: “Know that y’all are loved and you’re not alone. Long after the cameras are gone,
UMCOR will still be here.” UMCOR officials met Jan. 21 with district superintendents and
disaster relief coordinators from across the Kentucky Conference to hear their needs and
discuss plans for recovery following a string of tornadoes that struck overnight Dec. 10-11.
The twisters left a path of destruction across several states and led to dozens of deaths.
Église Méthodiste d’Haiti (Methodist Church in Haiti) for two medical clinics and to Service Chrétien
d’Haiti for the Les Cayes General Hospital were awarded. In addition, UMCOR partnered with
ACT Alliance, of Geneva, Switzerland, and the Community Coalition of Haiti to meet basic humanitarian needs with cash assistance for families, food, hygiene, health, shelter, protection and livelihoods support. A grant of nearly $100,000 to the Methodist Church of Haiti will support a mobile
clinic and a water purification project, helping to fill a gap left by the loss and damage of health
facilities. This grant is funded significantly with a gift from First United Methodist Church in Roanoke
Rapids, North Carolina, in memory of the Rev. Sam Dixon, the former head of UMCOR and a
former pastor of First UMC. Dixon perished in the 2010 Haiti earthquake along with another Global
Ministries’ colleague, the Rev. Clint Rabb. The gift from First UMC was matched by UMCOR.
Afghanistan and Afghan refugee resettlement
A second major response for UMCOR in 2021 requiring multiple strategies and partners has been
the unrest and uncertainty in Afghanistan as well as the evacuation of Afghans following the U.S.
military withdrawal there. UMCOR is working with long-standing partners to provide humanitarian
relief in Afghanistan. Grants are supporting displaced families in the Kabul, Kunduz and Mazar-iSharif areas.
UMCOR’s grant with the International Blue Crescent assisted their deliveries of relief boxes to
displaced families in Afghanistan. In the United States, UMCOR is urging congregations to partner
with Church World Service (CWS) to resettle Afghan refugees. United Methodist churches can
apply to UMCOR for up to $1,000 in reimbursement for costs associated with resettling families.
CWS is one of nine resettlement agencies approved by the U.S. Department of State.
Relief and recovery efforts in the U.S.
In the United States, hurricane season has passed, and while most storms remained at sea, a few
made landfall this year. UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response office connected with several different
conferences in the path of Hurricane Ida and earlier in the season with conferences affected by
Hurricanes Henri and Fred.
(This UMCOR story continues on Page 14)
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Special “Call to Prayer” Program
Set April 2 by St. John’s UMW

Looking Ahead:
UMW Calendar Dates
Saturday, March 12: Coastal
Bend District UMW Board
meeting, 10 a.m.-noon, at
FUMC Portland.

St. John’s United Methodist Women (UMW) will host the 2022 “Call to Prayer
and Self Denial” worship program on Saturday, April 2, at 11 a.m. in the Community
Life Building. Light refreshments will be served at the end of the hour-long program.
The theme will be “Love, Justice and Service: Answering the Call.” This
year’s offering will support the vital and vibrant ministry of deaconesses and home
missioners in the United Methodist Church, consecrated laity who have dedicated
the entirety of their lives to vocations of love, justice, and service. These vocations
include social work, education, health care, advocacy, immigration reform, antipoverty initiatives, anti-racism efforts, firefighting, legal justice, and more.
Carole Salsberry, president of St. John’s UMW, will extend an invitation to all
UMW members and other women involved in women’s ministry at more than a
dozen area churches to participate. Each church unit represented will collect its
own offerings to remit to the Rio Texas UMW in support of its pledge to mission.
“We welcome all to come pray, learn, and offer their gifts that will make a real
change in the lives of women, children, and youth around the world,” Carole
added.”The focus are deaconesses and home missioners provides a great
opportunity for all of us to learn more about these individuals.”
In other UMW news, Carole Salsberry represented St. John’s and also the
Coastal Bend UMW at the Rio Texas UMW Legislative Event in Austin in late
January.

UMCOR STORY...continued from Page 13
A recovery grant in March 2021 for the Louisiana Conference assists the
conference’s disaster response program with ongoing coordination of
volunteer teams to address damage incurred by hurricanes Laura and Delta
in 2020.
Emergency funds also aided the Texas, Central Texas and North Texas
disaster response efforts after the February 2021 winter storm and flash snow
event that disrupted the state’s infrastructure. The Rio Texas Conference
received a grant for an April hailstorm that damaged the entire town of
D’Hanis, and the Texas Conference received additional relief funds to
continue plumbing repairs in homes and churches severely affected by the
winter storms.
Accompaniment for refugees and asylum seekers
An UMCOR, CWS and National Justice for Our Neighbor’s partnership
received an additional $1.1 million in 2021 to continue the Leading with
Welcome programs in Jersey City, Miami and Houston. Through this
program, JFON provides legal assistance to asylees and CWS provides
critical case management that helps people seek psychosocial support, health
care and other key services.

More than 30 U.S. churches received Mustard Seed Migration Grants from
UMCOR for one-time community-based service projects. These projects are
estimated to benefit over 5,000 individuals from the immigrant community.
UMCOR provided grants to shelter and service organizations, including
churches, on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border to address the needs of
the large migrant population and the lack of services available for them.
Grants also supported partner organizations serving refugees and asylum
seekers in more than 20 other countries between the Global Migration and
International Disaster Response programs.
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St. John’s Children’s Learning Center (CLC)
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
(361) 991-4780
By Robin Smith, Board President

CLC has several openings for
employment. Please contact
the CLC director Adela Garcia
at 991-4780.

St. John’s UMC Children’s Learning Center (CLC) is looking for caring, dependable and energetic team members
who enjoy working with young children (ages 6 weeks – 5 years). St. John’s CLC is proud to be a 4-star Rising
Star accredited program! Come join our team!
Interested applicants: Must be at least 18 years old, with a high school diploma or GED, and must have reliable
transportation. Required: Able to obtain necessary First Aid, CPR, and Food Handler certifications. FBI Fingerprinting and Background Checks will be verified upon hire.
Positions available: Office Assistant, Support Teacher, Full and Part Time Floaters. Benefits: Competitive pay,
paid holidays, paid time off, and life insurance! Please come by and fill out an application today! 5300 S.
Alameda St. Corpus Christi, TX. 78412

St. John’s F. L. O. C. K.
By Leslie Albrecht,
Director of Student Ministries

VinVincent van Gogh devoted his life to light.
The light of creation, the light of painting, the light of God’s grace – and
the light in humanity, mind, body, and soul. The son of a Christian pastor,
Vincent van Gogh fervently set out to be a preacher and missionary himself,
but his ministry eventually took the form of nearly 900 paintings shimmering
with dynamism, with passion, and above all, with light.
The word “Lent” refers to the “lengthening” light, the growing days
that, in time, will coax the sunflowers to open, the wheat fields to rise again,
and the irises to bloom. What better companion on this 40-day pilgrimage of
Lent then, than Vincent van Gogh, this apostle of light?
In this Lenten devotional, the words of Scripture and the paintings and
letters of Vincent van Gogh will be our guides. Our youth will use the
devotional as its Lent study. Each week, biblical texts and Van Gogh’s work
will throw light on each other, pointing toward simple, powerful practices
you can try yourself, with your family or friends, or with your congregation.

St. John’s UMC anticipates at least three high
school graduates to “walk the stage” this spring.
Please consider giving a small gift to the Scholarship Fund between now and mid-May so that funds
could be awarded to each of them to help with their
expenses.
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Calling all Youth (FLOCK)
members (grades 6-12)-You are special to St. John’s
UMC and we are eager to see
you in Sunday School at 10
a.m. and in worship (either 9
a.m. or 11:17 a.m.) Plan to join
us for this special Lenten
study!
If you have questions, please
call Leslie at 361-537-7199.

Justice for All Immigrants
Office Being Established

Rev. Karen Boehk with Manne Favor of the Houston
office of Justice for All Immigrants (JFAI).
JFAI is a Texas-based non-profit 501(c)3
immigration legal services provider with
offices in Houston, San Antonio, and
Corpus Christi. For more information,
contact Rev. Karen Boehk at 412-581-2814
or at ksboehk3@juno.com.

A “Love Your Neighbor Luncheon” held February 10 at FUMC
Corpus Christi, with about 30 faith-based, church, and community
leaders in attendance, learned more about the “Justice for All Immigrants-Corpus Christi” (JFAI) program being established.
The Rev. Karen Boehk of the Coastal Bend District office said
the mission of the new ministry is to provide low-income individuals
and families with affordable, high quality immigration legal services
and to engage in immigration education and advocacy.
Guest presenter was Mr. Manne Favor of the Houston JFAI
office who shared his story as animmigrant from Nigeria and discussed how the program will work as it serves local indi viduals and
families with much-needed immigration legal services.
Funding is needed to hire the attorney, and Rev. Boehk announced
that the Methodist Healthcare Ministries had provided a $100,000
grant. Additional funding is needed to establish the office space at
the Coastal Bend District at 3510 Gollihar.

ENGAGE IN MINISTRY!
All church members and guests, whatever their age,
are needed to serve on Ministry Teams to accomplish
church goals and ensure successful activities that
make our church special, engaged in ministry, and
serving God with our various gifts, talents, and interests.
Some teams that are already active (but need more
members) include the Building or Landscaping teams,
the Kitchen team, the Care & Concern/Bereavement
team, the traditional and contemporary worship teams,
and the offering counters’ team.
Other teams active in the past and needed in 2022 (but
are not organized yet) include Mission & Outreach
team, Scholarship team, Hospitality and Special Events
team, Website/Social Media team, Children’s Ministry
team, Doorsteppers (see story on Page 4), Stewardship
team, and Youth Ministry team. Chairmen are needed!
Prayerfully consider these church ministry/service
opportunities.

Where do you see yourself serving?

Ash Wednesday Service Held
About 26 church members and guests attended the Ash
Wednesday Service on March 1 in the St. John’s UMC
Sanctuary. Special liturgy and beautiful music, including
“Be Thou My Vision,” “My Jesus, I Love Thee,” and “It Is
Well With My Soul,” along with imposition of ashes on the
congregants’ foreheads, contributed to a meaningful
serservice. This Sunday, March 6, is the first Sunday in
Lent. (Photo above shows Pastor Wade Lindstrom
placing ashes on a first-time visitor from our neighborhood.
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Food Pantry News

Dear Congregation:
Thank you so much for your continued support of the Food
Pantry. As we have noted earlier, our clients are slowly
returning...and we served about 9 families this week.
Serving those in need is part of St. John’s ministry, and we
welcome not only your donations to the Food Pantry but also
our relationship with the Coastal Bend Food Bank which
furnishes food stuffs such as dried beans, pasta, rice, cereal,
various canned goods of meats, vegetables, and fruits...plus
peanut butter, grape jelly, and sometimes nuts and dried fruit.
We continue to have many requests for hygiene items
such as small bottles of shampoo, bars of soap, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, and hair combs.
For the month of March, we could use the following:
Canned soups....Canned pasta...Canned tuna.
THANKS as always for your generous and servant hearts.

During the February 27 worship services, Pastor Wade Lindstrom
recognized Scouting Day and offered the following prayer for Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, current and past Scout leaders and participants.

BLESSING OF THE SCOUTS
O God, your will is that all your children should grow into fullness of
life. We lift to you the ministry of scouting that has been part of this
community for so many years. We give you thanks for camping and
outdoor adventures, to teach us that the world is our great home;
for study and work, to build character; for service, to see our responsibility to those in need; for encouragement in genuine patriotism and vital faith.
Bless the work of scouting, in this place here at St. John’s United
Methodist Church and around the world, that, through its efforts,
these young men and women may and their leaders, like our Lord,
increase in wisdom and in stature, and in love with you and all people.
We pray for continued safety and growth for scouts and leaders,
their families, friends, and all who may be influenced by this program. We pray for continued support from this congregation here at
St. John’s United Methodist Church, and that each and every scout
may consider this community a place of welcome and love.
We thank you for your calling to serve the least of these, and in so
doing, to discover ourselves in your image of grace and love.
All of God’s people said: Amen.

REMINDERS AND WORDS OF THANKS...
Thank you to Tom Tarver, retired UMC pastor, for bringing the message on Feb. 20 at St. John’s.
Rev. Tarver served five years at Asbury UMC, Corpus Christi, before retiring last summer.
Continued thanks to Sharon Staiger and her family for manning the Nursery every Sunday from
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Infants and children under age 5 are served in the nursery, which is located in
the Community Life Building.
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Heart and Soul Resale Shop To Be Open
All Four Saturdays During March
Volunteers Are Needed!
The Heart and Soul Resale Shop, located at the corner of 221 N. Staples and Laredo, (close to City Hall)
has announced it will have shopping days on all four Saturdays during March. Those dates will be March 5,
March 12, March 19, and March 26, with shopping hours from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Volunteers are needed and
should plan to arrive by 8:45 a.m. and stay as long as they can.
Asbury UMC will supply volunteers on March 5 and FUMC-Corpus Christi will have a good contingent
of volunteers on March 19. Volunteers from other churches are cordially invited to work or encourage other
volunteers to help with March 12 and March 26.
Coordinator Cheryl Villanueva (361-947-9358) provided a special invitation to any St. John’s members and
visitors to visitthe resale sale on any Monday or Tuesday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (the only two days during the
week when donations are accepted). They can see the space and the quantity and quality of donated items
and to generally get “the lay of the land,” should they want to volunteer time on one or more of the Saturday
shopping days. Mrs. Villanueva encouraged everyone to view Facebook@Heart and Soul Resale
Shop.com....click “LIKE” and share with friends and neighbors.

YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
ARE SINCERELY APPRECIATED:
If you or your family have not made a financial pledge to St. John’s UMC
for 2022, please prayerfully consider how you can support the church and
its ministries. Call Barbara Benton, church bookkeeper, at 991-4342, if
questions.
TEXT TO GIVE...
You may text the amount you would like to give to this phone number...361541-6512...and follow the instructions given. If you are already registered,
you may just text the amount.
SUNDAY OFFERING...
If you are in a worship service, you may place your gift in a white envelope
found on the back of a pew or chair and place it in the offering plate.
MAIL OR DROP IN CHURCH MAIL SLOT...
You can place your check or money order in an envelope, seal the envelope,
correctly address it and mail by USPS or you may drop the sealed envelope
in the church mail slot on the front door of the Administration Building.
The church prepares individual/family quarterly reports (and annual reports
after December 31) on all gifts given to the church and furnishes the appropriate report to each member/family for their tax or personal records.
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Lenten Study Begins
This Sunday in CCI/
Friendship Class
The CCI and Friendship Classes will
begin its Lenten study this Sunday,
March 6, and continue for six weeks
through Easter Sunday, April 17. The
title of the study is “Meet the Risen
Lord” with both Old and New Testament scriptures supplementing the
theme. Come join us in the Conference
Room at 10:15 a.m. for about 50 minutes.
On Sunday, March 13, the Rev.
Karen Boehk of the Coastal Bend
District staff, will describe the new
ministry initiative under way that will
place an immigration attorney in office
space provided. (See story on Page 16.)
In recent weeks, we have met Dr.
Roy Molina and Doug Nicholas who
have been attending worship and visiting the class.
Chris Garcia will lead the Lenten
study and class discussion.

AROUND THE CHURCH
THANKS

More Photos from the March 1 Pancake Supper

* Continued thanks to our church
communjity for their support in furnishing
warm clothing for the needy. Connie
Hahn and friends recently made a repeat
trip to South Bluff Park to deliver some
donations.

More photos from the Pancake Supper

ADDRESS CORRECTION
Please note this correct address for
church member Betty Sebring who
resides at:
Brookdale--Trinity Towers, Room 313
1001 N. Upper Broadway
Corpus Christi, TX 78401

CUTLINE: (Top and clockwise)
The kitchen crew--Glenda Sanders,
Connie Hahn, Jack Pace, Janice Cable,
Wayne Carden, Christ Garcia, and
Steve Parker --pose for a photo: Mary
Jane Fox visits with Bruce Hamende;
Jim and Mary Falwell man the registration table; Connie Hahn and Karen
Carden are all smiles; Dr. Roy Molina
poses with Robert Garza, president of
United Methodist Men; Karen Carden
and Cathi Garza pose in front of a
Mardi Gras-themed display.
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LENT SERMON SERIES
(March 6 to April 3, 2022)
March 6, 2022 - First Sunday of Lent,
Ordinary lives can be holy; Luke 4: 1-13

ONLINE WORSHIP
CONTINUES.

March 13, 2022 - Second Sunday of Lent,
Outside of our control; Luke 13: 31-35

Join fellow worshippers on Sunday
mornings at 10:50 a.m. for the 11
a.m. online worship service. Great
sermon, beautiful music, and video
clips.

March 20, 2022 - Third Sunday of Lent,
Alternative Medicine for the Spirit;
Luke 13:1-9
March 27, 2022 - Fourth Sunday of Lent, We
often believe we are the problem;
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Tune in at 10:50 a.m. to enjoy online
chat with fellow church members and
friends near and far:

April 3, 2022 - Fifth Sunday of Lent, We are
fragile; John 12: 1-8

https://sjmethodist.online.church/ or
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC

JOIN YOUR ST. JOHN’S UMC
FAMILY OF FAITH IN WORSHIP
EVERY SUNDAY! YOU ARE MISSED!

Special thanks to Adam Mathews,
Pastor Wade, and others for their
work with on-line worship.

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
church office closed on Friday.

Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com;361-960-4021)
Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

FOOD PANTRY: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-Noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER (CLC): Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 about enrollment
or general information.

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian & Tonya Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodians
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Ben Seskin, Weekday Custodian
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

WORSHIP SERVICES: Two worship services every Sunday-Traditional service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Contemporary service at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month
at both services.
Effective March 2022, Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal
worship service is moving to podcasts and a quarterly service.
Watch for details.
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United Methodist
Church, is emailed to members and guests as a PDF document and is
published on the church website and Facebook. Printed copies are
also available at the church. Deadline for the April 2022 issue is Friday,
March 25. Editor: Chris Garcia, 991-2784 or 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com
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