A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!
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April 3 Worship with Communion
Marks Sixth Week of Lent
As the season of Lent enters its fifth week, members of St. John’s family of
faith continue to prepare their hearts and remember Jesus as Holy Week
approaches.
Communion will be served at both worship services this Sunday, April 3--at
9 a.m. (traditional) in the Sanctuary and 11:17 a.m. (contemporary) in the Community Life Building. All who seek a closer walk and relationship with Jesus Christ
are invited to participate. Pastor Wade Lindstrom will bring the message.
Sunday School classes for all ages are scheduled between worship services.
Placed near the altar areas this Sunday will be Easter-themed gift bags to be
delivered to St. John’s homebound members. Please help with deliveries!
Be looking ahead to these worship events: Sunday, April 10, Palm Sunday;
Thursday, April 14, Maundy Thursday; Friday, April 15, Good Friday; and Sunday,
April 17, Easter Sunday and an Easter Egg Hunt. (Details in Page 13 calendar)
BUY YOUR TICKET(S) AT THE DOOR
FOR THE FISH FRY THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!
Dine in. tale out, or drive-through! Please help
support this important fundraiser whose proceeds
will benefit the church budget. Tickets are $10 each
and can be purchased at the door this Friday,
April 1, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Special thanks to all
the planners and helpers for their efforts in making
this Fish Fry successful... and also to Morgan Street
Seafood for furnishing the fish!

Save the Date and Invite Your Friends!
April 9 “Easter Collectibles & Bake Sale”
St. John’s UMC will hold an “Easter Collectibles & Bake Sale” on
Saturday, April 9, in the Fellowship Hall (entrance on Parade Street).
Hours are 10 am-3 pm! The event continues on Sunday, April 10, from
10 am-12:45 pm. Bring items for the sale! See story on Page 8.

A Message About Church Finances...
As St. John’s UMC celebrates its 67th year, we want to thank you for your
support and prayers which have been crucial in building God’s kingdom and making
St. John’s “a place to believe, belong, and become.” The past 24 months—with all
organizations and families impacted by the COVID pandemic, declining community
engagement, and loss of personal livelihoods and income—have created a situation
that is dire, particularly in regard to St. John’s financial outlook for 2022.
At its core, we are witnessing an imbalance that many families and businesses
have been forced to navigate in recent years: our expenses far exceed our income.
Reduced worship attendance was always to be expected in our pandemic years,
but losses in planned giving, tithing, and general offerings are threatening the
livelihood of the church.
(Continued on Page 7, with Approved 2022 Budget)

Oliver, grandson of Marti Veith, recently
got to ring the bell in the Bell Tower to
signal the start of the 11:17 worship
service! See other photos & story on
Page 6.

A Message from Our Pastor
A Place of Gratitude During Lent
I always find a place of gratitude during the Lenten season. I am grateful for
so many things during this season in particular.
I am grateful to have been able to serve at St. John’s UMC over the last four
years, and I am grateful for the leaders and servants who serve alongside one
another. I am particularly grateful this year for the energy and commitment from
all of you toward intently building our ministry up after two tumultuous years of
pandemic and uncertainty.
I am grateful for the children and servants who have stepped in to create
excitement around our children’s and student ministry. I am grateful and looking
forward to the events ahead as we prepare to celebrate Holy Week and Easter.
Palm Sunday is right around the corner!
Here is our worship schedule for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter:
o Palm Sunday, April 10 - Worship with Palms and Communion at both 9:00
a.m. in the Sanctuary and at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building. Also join
us for Online Worship at 10:50 a.m. at https://sjmethodist.online.church/
o Holy/Maundy Thursday, Thursday, April 14, 6:00 p.m. – Potluck Soup
Supper, Communion, and Reflection in the Community Life Building
o Good Friday, Friday, April 15, 6:00 p.m.– Traditional Tenebrae Candle
Service in the Sanctuary
o Easter Sunday – Easter Worship with Communion at both 9:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary and at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life building. Also join us for Online
Worship at 10:50 a.m. at https://sjmethodist.online.church/
o Easter Egg Hunt! All children are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt between
services on Easter Sunday beginning at 10:00 a.m.
I am grateful that in the midst of some significant concerns about church
finances this year that our congregation has responded and will respond and that
our witness to the community and the world will continue.
I am grateful for my four years here and I am in prayer for your new incoming
pastor, Rev. John Cochran, and the ministry that will continue for years to come.
I am grateful for all of you. This season is about preparing for a new thing. I
pray that God is stirring a resurrection in each of us.
Peace,
Pastor Wade

Memorial Gifts
Financial gifts given in memory of, in celebration
of, or in honor of family members, friends,
and church ministries are placed in St. John’s
UMC Memorial Funds. The funds include Building, Choir, Youth, Scholarship, Food Pantry,
Care/Concern/Bereavement, Worship, and
Undesignated for general church needs. All
gifts, in any amount, are sincerely appreciated.
Memorial gifts may be given anonymously,

In honor of Willard Haskell and his servant
heart, a gift to the Food Pantry from Judith
Oestreich.
In loving memory of Rick Darst, husband of
Carrie and father of Bonnie, Nathan, and
Timothy, a gift to Bokenkamp Children’s Shelter
from Barb Benton and gifts to the Choir Fund
from Joyce Zimmerman, Judith Oestreich, and
an anonymous donor.

Memorial Gifts

Also in loving memory of Rick Darst, undesignated gifts from Crowe LLP of South Bend, IN,
Dr. and Mrs. William L. Shaffer, Sam and Sue
Windsor, the CCI/Friendship Sunday School
Class, and the Flour Bluff Experimental Lab at
Flour Bluff ISD.
Also in loving memory of Rick Darst, a gift to
the Scholarship Fund from Sheryl and Wilson
Calhoun of New Braunfels, a gift to the Building
Fund from Carolyn Pence, and a gift to the
Bereavement Fund from Capt. Philip D. Sims of
Camp Wood.
In loving memory of Fay Sassman, gifts to the
Building Fund from Mary Jane Fox and from
Carolyn Pence.
In loving memory of Jerry Harrison, a gift to the
Food Pantry from Willard Haskell and a gift to
the Worship Fund from Judith Oestreich.
In loving memory of Ivan Shaver, husband of
Lyneve and father of Howard Shaver and the
Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver, a gift to the Building Fund
from Carolyn Pence, gifts to the Choir Fund
from Joyce Zimmerman and Judith Oestreich,
and a gift to the Food Pantry from Willard
Haskell.
Also in loving memory of Ivan Shaver, undesignated gifts from the CCI/Friendship Sunday
School Class, Dr. and Mrs. William L. Shaffer,
and Sam and Sue Windsor; a gift to the
Scholarship Fund from Chris Garcia; and a gift
to the Bereavement Fund from Capt. Philip D.
Sims of Camp Wood
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St. John’s Will Welcome New Pastor on June 26

Rev. John T. Cochran

John & Cassandra
Cochran

The Bishop and Cabinet of the Rio Texas Conference have appointed the Rev. John Thomas
Cochran as senior pastor of St. John’s United Methodist Church. His first Sunday on campus will be
Sunday, June 26, 2020. Pastor Cochran will succeed Pastor Wade Lindstrom, who has served St.
John’s for almost four years and is taking a leave of absence from pastoral duties. Pastor Wade’s last
Sunday at St. John’s will be June 12.
At the Leadership Board’s request, Pastor Cochran penned the following introduction:
“Cochran likes to joke that he ran halfway across the world to outrun the call to ministry and that
God pursued him until he was just too tired to run! He proudly served in the United States Navy as a
Corpsman for six years. John is a forever Texas A&I Javelina, having graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Agriculture Science and having taught for 25 years at three South Texas schools.
“John is excited to be joining the congregation of St. John’s United Methodist Church in June of
2022. He has previously served in ministry at Riviera United Methodist Church, FUMC Kingsville,
Skidmore United Methodist Church, and FUMC George West, Texas.
“John is supported in ministry by his wife, Cassandra Cochran who has been employed by Valero
Refining Company in Corpus Christi for 20 years. They have five grown children, and the loves of
their lives are their three grandsons. They are excited to welcome one more grandchild in September.
Pastor John and Cassandra like to fish, golf poorly and travel country roads on their motorcycle
together. They also love baseball and can be heard loudly cheering at the CC Hooks home games.
“We look forward to growing deeper in love with Christ with you.”

IN MEMORIAM:
Ivan W. Shaver (1938-2022)
Ivan Walter Shaver, a member of St.
John’s UMC for almost 40 years, died on
March 3, 2022, at a local hospital as the
result of an acute presentation of a chronic
Ivan was born on September 24, 1938, in Jackson Heights, Queens,
NY. He served in the US Army from 1963-1981 and received numerous
commendations during his career. From 1982 to 2002, he served as a
civilian investigator with the Defense Investigative Service.
Ivan was a musician and a volunteer in many military chapels and
Methodist churches during his life. At St. John’s UMC, he was active in
church ministries, including singing in the Sanctuary Choir and in the
Men’s Chorus until 2020, was the Sunday School secretary until 2021,
and served as secretary/treasurer of the United Methodist Men from
1986-2001, remaining active in UMM until 2021.
He is survived by his wife Lyneve Gresham Shaver, whom he married in 1965; two children, the Rev. Dr. Ruth Shaver of Pawtucket, RI,
and Howard Walter Shaver of Corpus Christi; and an extended family.
A memorial service was held at St. John’s UMC on March 26, 2022.
Ivan will be interred with full military honors at the Coastal Bend
State Veterans Cemetery. on I-37 on Tuesday, May 10, at 2 p.m. All are
welcome to join the family.
To view the memorial service and the video tribute created by the
family, go to:

Lyneve Shaver, Howard, and Ruth
To the Loving Church Family,
Thank you for all the cards, phone calls, words of
kindness, meals nd visits you have provided to us since
Ivan's passing. Ivan loved St. John's and it's clear that
you loved him in return. We are grateful to everyone
who helped with the memorial service and the beautiful
reception following, which allowed us to spend time with
family from San Antonio and the Temple area before
they returned home.
Blessings and Prayers,
Lyneve, Ruth, and Howard Shaver

Memorial service: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sAh6lXiF5FU
Video tribute: https://youtu.be/nuyCpKGUkf4
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(See related note from
Ruth Shaver at top of Page 4)

Update from Harley
& Amanda Mathews...

Harley Mathews (pictured with his wife Amanda) joined St. John’s
UMC several years ago. In August 2020, he was named a pastoral
intern and served on the church staff almost a year before moving
to Louisville, KY, late last summer to enroll in Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

By Harley Mathews
Greetings from the land of season changes, college
basketball, and a new world of theological education for us!
While spring approaches, Amanda and I truly enjoyed the
first six months of learning how to live in cold, storms, and in
a slower pace. I want to encourage you that the blessings
each of you have given us are all producing good fruit.
Love is a Seed is flourishing at local farmers’ markets,
outdoor venues, and online sales. Amanda has fully embraced
her creative self in this new phase of the business. She has
made connections, developed friendships, and has an active
schedule for this Spring and Summer. Winter allowed for her
to strategize, dig deeply into self-care, and some incredible
opportunities to learn more about her “why” and the “how”
of Love is a Seed.
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (LPTS) has
been a wonderful example of learning theology and living it
out in our lives. The school actively asks its students what
they are missing in their classrooms. Professors are the best
in their field as well as hold a posture of collaboration with
students instead of the usual shock and awe from so much
reading and deep subject matter.
I work at the library and help with a student-led lending
library on campus and am engaged with the collective of
Methodist students. Last year I was able to take a class led
by Dr. Charles Brockwell, a Methodist professor and
historian. We had guest speakers who were missionaries,
elders, worship leaders, and leaders in ecumenism.
We miss each of you, pray for you often, grieve the losses
of saints in our St. John’s family, and keep you in our
conversations as we go further into the life ahead of us in
ministry and service to the world.

SPECIAL NOTE FROM RUTH SHAVER
Dear Church Friends:
Howard and I want to add that we would love for people to call and
to visit with our mom, Lyneve Shaver. She has better days when
she interacts with others and seems at her best with 2-3 other
people at a time. Generally, afternoons and evenings are much
better for her than mornings. We would ask that if you set up a visit,
please let Howard know by text or phone at 361-443-9042 so he
will be aware to have the door open for your visit.

Foundation Receives
15 Funding Requests
By Darron Bergstrom, President

St. John’s Foundation received 15 requests totaling $28,526
from church ministries seeking funding from the 2021
Foundation’s annual disbursement. The deadline for requests
was March 23, 2022.
A meeting will be set soon by the Foundation to
announce the amount of available funds, review the
requests, and make the official announcement regarding the
awards. As you know from previous information shared with
the congregation, the Investment Policy of the Foundation
calls for a distribution annually of 4% of the average of the
account balances at the end of the last three years.
Established in 1987, the Foundation as of December 31,
2021, has assets totalling $752,617.20.
Members serving on the Foundation Board include Darron
Bergstrom, President; Christie Roberts, Treasurer; Carolyn
Martin, Secretary; Jean Shivers. Will Straub, Janet Berridge,
Jack Pace, Eddie De La Garza, and Carolyn Pence.

Children’s Learning Center
To Celebrate Week of Young Child
The Children’s Learning Center (CLC), a ministry of St.
John’s UMC, will celebrate the annual observance of The
Week of the Young Child next week, April 4-8.
The week is sponsored by the National Association for
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and its purpose
is two-fold: to focus public attention on the needs of young
children and their families and to recognize the early childhood
programs and services that meet those needs.
The CLC will celebrate with special activities next week,
including Pajama Day, Crazy Hat Day, Favorite Team Shirt
Day, Crazy Socks Day, and the Pre-K Trike-A-Thon Day.
On April 14, an Egg Hunt and Easter parties will be staged.
The CLC will be closed on Friday, April 15, in observance
of Good Friday.
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EASTER SUNDAY EGG HUNT
April 17, 2022......10:00 am
Bring a basket & a friend!
Gather in the Children's Classroom - Upstairs Fellowship Hall
Ages 5-10; Younger children are welcomed with parental supervision
Donations of candy or small toys can be brought to the church office or put
in boxes in the narthex by Sunday, April 10. No additional plastic eggs are needed.
For more information, contact Marti Veith at 361-815-0133 or Leslie Albrecht at 361-537-7199
who are coordinating the Easter Egg Hunt.
REQUEST! We are looking for a volunteer to wear an Easter Bunny Costume for photos,
size medium. Contact Gerri Cason at 361-739-3904.

Children's Ministry Needs
Adult Volunteers
Do you have a joy and a passion for children and lots of energy?
Your help is needed in Children's Sunday School for ages 5-10 on Sundays at 10:00 am in the classroom located upstairs Fellowship Hall. You can
volunteer often or substitute periodically! We would especially like to see
more men working with the children.
Lead Teacher & a Helper are needed on Sunday, April 10, and Sunday,
April 24. You can help with lesson, craft or snacks! Contact Pastor Wade
for details.
Special training for Safe Gatherings procedures and guidelines in working with children, students and adults is being coordinated and will be scheduled for May.
Next up will be Vacation Bible School this summer--be watching for
details and make plans to serve on the VBS team!
We especially appreciate recent Children’s Ministry volunteers Robyn
Cobb, Connie Hahn, Glenda Sanders, Betty Thompson, Dee Dee Williams
and Cricket McHale.
Cricket McHale (l) and Betty Thompson pose for a
photo during Children’s Sunday School on March 27.

Collect Your Own Special Offering for Lent;
Put in a Jar and Bring to Church on Easter Sunday
During Lent, Christians focus on simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God. We
encourage you to give up something during Lent and then donate your savings to St. John’s UMC.
Label or decorate a jar or other container for this special offering and collect your money (including
loose change) to bring to church on Easter Sunday or the Sunday after Easter.
Please put “Give it Up” on the memo line of any checks or electronic offerings. Post a selfie with a sign
sharing what you gave up or did for Lent for St. John’s Facebook page.
Imagine if 50 persons collected $40 each. That would be $2,000 for St. John’s Ministries!

Steeple Notes 5 APRIL 2022

Relaunch of 11:17 Worship Service Set April 24
Planning Meetings Continue--Join Us on April 5
By Cathi Garza, 11:17 Worship Chair

The 11:17 Worship service has formed a new worship team and began
meeting in February. We have had two brainstorming sessions with 19 people
in attendance. Our purpose is to refresh, resurrect, and relaunch the service.
As many churches have experienced over the last couple of years, our
attendance has waned. Unfortunately for St. John’s, we had to say goodbye
to Pastor KP in March 2020, and then the world-wide pandemic took over
our lives. Between both of those happenings, the 11:17 Worship service has
maintained but suffered as well.
Our previous worship leader didn’t return after the re-opening of church;
however, some awesome talented church members continued to bring us
music on Sundays. We are so appreciative for Frank Olevitch who has
served as our interim worship leader as well as Dorothy Pallotti and Adam
Mathews who play most Sundays.
The church is in the process of searching for and hiring a worship leader
and have welcomed a new drummer, Chris McHale. We have at least five,
perhaps more, church members who have singing voices and have indicated
they would love to sing periodically with the band.
As a result of our brainstorming, we have put into play some changes
that have been well received. Including rearrangement of the chairs and the
lighting, we moved and reopened the coffee bar from the lobby into the
Community Life Building (CLB). This has been a great place for people to
gather and visit before the service begins, as well as cut down on the back
doors opening and closing during the service.
We have cleaned up and organized the CLB to remove clutter and make
the room more inviting for worship. We have added ambient lighting throughout
the room (twinkle lights outlining the stage, on the PRAY wall, coffee bar
and the Lent cross.) We have different people bringing us the announcements each week, and we have someone ringing the bell every Sunday at
11:15 along with wearing a special Bell Ringer sash (see photos at right!)
We will continue to try new things out, including our multimedia presentations, music, special worship services, breakfasts, lunches, and more. We
are open to new ideas and invite anyone who wants to be a part of the team
to join us at our next meeting on Tuesday, April 5, at 5:45 pm in the Community Life Building.
We are hosting our official Relaunch Service on Sunday, April 24,
at 11:17 in the Community Life Building. More details to come!

Order a t-shirt! See story
on Page 20 from Cathi
Garza, chair of 11:17 worship team.

Steeple Notes 6 APRIL 2022

Clinton (top) and Mariah (above) pose for their
11:17 Sunday bell-ringing photo, assisted by
Wayne Carden who makes sure the correct
time is observed! Looking on is Jean Shivers.

CHURCH FINANCES

APPROVED BUDGET FOR 2022--St. John’s UMC

(Continued from Page 1)

Income
3010 Pledge Receipts
3011 Non-pledge Receipts
3013 PPP RELIEF INCOME
3015 Fund Raising
0000 Pumpkin Patch
3020 Loose Offerings-Church
3050 Income from CLC
3082 Holiday Offerings
3110 Bld Use Fee/Reimb
Revenue Total

2021 Actual
$ 234,944.27
$ 146,373.23
$ 30,300.00
$
$
3,344.79
$
6,000.00
$ 11,981.00
$
1,520.00
$ 434,463.29

$ 10,000.00
$
7,500.00
$
3,500.00
$
6,000.00
$ 12,000.00
$
2,500.00
$ 330,338.00

Expenses
4051 Pastor’s Salary
4056 Professional Reimbursement
4058 Medical Ins. - Company Contrib.
0000 Pastor’s Pension
4132 Executive Assistant
4133 Bookkeeper
4134 Traditional Music Director
4135 Children Ministry Leader
0000 Contemporary Music Leader
4136 Youth Ministry
4140 Custodian
4142 Custodian-Sunday/After Hours
4145 Organist
4147 Nursery Staff
4150 Payroll Tax Expense
4155 Workers Comp Ins.
4221 Nursery Supply/Laundry
4410 Postage
4430 Copier/Xerox
4440 Computer/Internet
4450 Office Supplies
4455 Kitchen Supplies
4494 Bank Fees
4663 Audio/Video
4710 Janitorial Supply
4720 Yard & Grounds
4721 Equip Repair/Maint. Contr
4725 Repair/Maint Church Prop
4726 Repair/Maint Parsonage
4730 Church Utilities
4740 Church Telephone
4750 Property Insurance
4770 CLB Bldg Debt Service
4821 Sunday School Lit
4851 Educational Studies
0000 Worship Supplies
4956 Evangelism
5510 Apportionments
Expense Total

2021 Actual
$ 61,000.00
$
5,350.31
$ 17,267.94
$ 10,707.12
$ 12,910.00
$ 18,715.40
$ 10,000.00
$
4,096.12
$
$
7,100.00
$
9,317.43
$
4,032.00
$
9,500.00
$
2,124.38
$
6,712.00
$
729.19
$
$
463.49
$ 10,306.00
$
3,237.00
$
4,929.00
$
198.00
$
3,844.57
$
5,025.00
$
1,778.00
$ 10,111.00
$
6,201.00
$ 30,220.00
$
4,997.00
$ 58,239.00
$
3,665.00
$ 70,542.00
$ 51,678.00
$
109.00
$
109.00
$
$
767.00
$ 47,939.00
$ 493,919.95
$ (59,456.66)

2022 Approved
$
51,000.00
$
4,000.00
$ 11,100.00
$
9,700.00
$ 18,610.00
$ 15,000.00
$
5,000.00
$
7,500.00
$
7,800.00
$
7,100.00
$
14,200.00
$
3,000.00
$
5,000.00
$
2,200.00
$
6,533.81
$
729.00
$
100.00
$
800.00
$
10,620.00
$
3,300.00
$
2,500.00
$
250.00
$
3,800.00
$
3,900.00
$
2,000.00
$
11,760.00
$
6,200.00
$
10,000.00
$
5,000.00
$
46,000.00
$
3,700.00
$
94,692.30
$
32,945.16
$
100.00
$
100.00
$
800.00
$
500.00
$
-- $ 407,540.27
$ (77,202.27)

After months of cost-cutting and
tightening of the belt, including salary
reductions, the church has reduced its
total projected expenses to $407,540, a
figure substantially lower than the
church has managed in recent memory.
But despite all efforts, the current
anticipated giving for St. John’s is such
that the church cannot meet these
obligations. All told, the church is facing
a likely $77,000 shortfall this year.
Many of you may be shocked, and
may be wondering how we arrived at
this place. The pandemic is the largest
culprit, with its attendant reduction in
general giving to the church.
There have been other factors as
well, however, most of which have been
utterly outside the church’s control. For
instance, property insurance will cost the
church an additional $24,000 this year,
the policy for which is mandated by the
Rio Texas Conference.
Unfortunately, our current straits are
years in coming. Like so many
organizations weathering the pandemic,
the church has largely managed to stay
afloat and reasonably healthy over the
last two years due to the Paycheck
Protection Program created by the
federal government. The church
applied for and obtained a “PPP” loan
when the program became available.
Last year the final paperwork was
submitted so that the loan would be
“forgiven” at no cost to the church. The
PPP loan was a true blessing; without
it, St. John’s would have been in the
red for the last two years as well.
Your Leadership Board remains
committed to work diligently to curb all
unnecessary expenses in the months
ahead while growing the ministries of
St. John’s. It will take all of us working
together to achieve a balanced budget.
Please prayerfully consider
increasing your giving, if possible, or
making a financial pledge in any amount,
if you have not already done so.
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2022 Approved
$ 193,838.00
$ 95,000.00

(Continued from Page 1)

Easter Collectibles,
Craft & Bake Sale
Proceeds will benefit St. John’s United Methodist Church
Saturday, April 9, 2022..........10 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St. John’s UMC Fellowship Hall (Parade Street Entrance)
[Leftovers will be sold on Sunday from 10am – 12:45pm]
Items for sale & non-perishables can be brought to the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, April 7, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. or 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. or on Friday, April 8,
from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Baked goods can be brought on Saturday from 8 a.m. – 10
a.m.. For other arrangements, call or text Glenda Sanders at 361-946-9508.
WANTED (all donations need to be “Clean & Like New”)
Easter & Spring Crafts, Collectibles, Figurines, Décor, Baskets
Cookbooks and Children’s Books, Jewelry, Ladies Handbags, Hats, Scarves
[No clothes or shoes please]; Plants & planters

The Seekers Class--about 25 members strong, with a few
missing from this photo--posed for a photo on March 13
on the stairs leading to their classroom.

Homemade food of all varieties: Cakes, Pies, Cookies, Cup Cakes, Brownies,
Candy, Brittle, Nuts, Snack Mix, Bread, Pastries, Breakfast foods, Muffins,
Crackers, Jellies
Breakfast & Luncheon Snacks & drinks for volunteers (in Kitchen area on Thu,
Fri & Sat)
Please sign up for Bake Sale on Genius: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
9040E4DABA82BA64-easter
Volunteers needed (call Glenda Sanders or go to Sign Up Genius):
Thursday & Friday – to Price and Display items.
Saturday & Sunday – Cashiers, Tidy Displays, Clean up, Pack up

Seekers’ Ladies Monthly Birthday Dinner

Leading the study are Marti Veith (l) and Marianne Robert

Seekers Sunday School Class
Completing Its Study
The Seekers Sunday School Class is completing the
book study on The Stranger in The Lifeboat by Mitch Albom.
It is the first time for the class to study a book of fiction and it
has been a great experience. The discussion is being led
by Marti Veith and Marianne Robert covering 2 chapters
each week. We have had 25 people participating.
We will wrap up the study on Palm Sunday. The next
study will be announced soon. We welcome anyone looking
for a class to join us Sunday mornings upstairs in the
Fellowship Hall. We begin class at 10AM. We have frequent
fellowship events and lots of fun!

Seekers’ Ladies’ Monthly Birthday Dinner at Cafe Italia-Pictured are Glenda Sanders, Robyn Cobb, Joyce Hamende, Carole
Salsberry, Marti Veith, Marianne Robert, Gerri Cason, Janice Cagle,
Kitty Hommer, Cathi Garza, Connie Hahn, Danna Sharpe, and Dee
Dee Williams.
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ORDER FOR EASTER LILIES
FOR PLACEMENT ON EASTER SUNDAY
Name _________________Phone ________________
I/we want to order ____ Easter Lily/Lilies ($17 each) for placement in
worship areas on Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.
____ In Celebration of
____ In Honor of
____ In Memory of

the

Place in ( ) Sanctuary
Place in ( ) Community Life Building

NAME(S) AND TEXT (Please print legibly)

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Orders must be received by noon on
Tuesday, April 12. Please include
payment (person check/money order)
or exact cash amount with this order
form. Plan to pick up your lily/lilies after
worship on Easter Sunday or let
church office know to keep your
plant(s) for pickup.
Plants not claimed will be taken to our
homebound members.
If questions, please call the church
office at 361-991-4342.

What Do I Do With My Easter Lily After Easter?
The Easter lily, a beautiful white blossom is said to symbolize the purity, hope, and new life of Spring. Don’t feel like you have to toss
them to the curb! After it quits flowering, you can save the bulb and plant it outdoors so that you can enjoy it again next year!
While you have it as a houseplant, snip the pollen off the stamens outside before you bring it in the house (to prevent pollen from
staining counters and cloths). This will also make it bloom longer! Put in a sunny window and keep the soil moist , but not water logged.
The best environment for your bulbs to grow outdoors is in part to full sun. When preparing to plant outdoors, take the pot outside for
a few hours for several days and slowly increase outdoor time to allow the plant to acclimate to the temperature change. Prepare your
soil so that you have good drainage. Space at least 12 inches between plants. Keep the soil moist. Lightly fertilize in the Spring and
again before flowering. Put a layer of mulch around it in the hottest days of summer to keep the roots cooler.
Once the stem begins to die in the Fall, you can cut it at the soil’s surface so that it is prepared for the seasonal freeze. In the event
of pest infestation, especially beetles, pick the pests off by hand or try spraying lightly with neem oil during the shady part of the day so you
don't burn the plant.
(This information furnished by Glenda Sanders, Leadership Board Chair)

Your Help Needed To “Flower the Cross”
Before Easter Sunday Services, April 17
One of St. John’s traditions over the years has been to place individual flower
blooms and greenery on a large white cross to signify new life and celebrate
Jesus’ resurrection from the grave. The cross will be placed under the Bell
Tower on Easter Sunday morning so that as worshippers arrive for either the
9 a.m. service or the 11:17 service, they can place a flower stem or two on
the cross. The flowers might be from your garden or purchased as a small
bouquet to share with others.
Jean Shivers and others will assist with the project on Easter Sunday.

The Garza and Roberts families posed in
front of the 2021 flowered cross under the
Bell Tower

An Easter Cross also will be in the Community Life Building for the 11:17
Easter service and can be decorated with fresh flower blooms/greenery.
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St. John’s Leadership Board Update
By Glenda Sanders, Chair

The Leadership Board met on
Saturday, March 5, for a three-hour
Orientation & Training led by Rev.
Diana Phillips of the Rio Texas
Conference.
We learned more about the functioning and responsibilities of a Simplified Accountable Structure. Of special
importance was the discussion of
recognizing the connection to mission,
vision, and goals.We discerned what is
driving our church in relation to vision,
relationships, programs and ministries
and structure.
In the typical church, structure is
driving the mission versus the mission
driving the structure. Mission needs to
be our priority. And meetings are NOT
ministry. We are evolving to change
our mindset from committees to
TEAMS.
The four responsibilities of
Goverance:
Stewardship. Tending to the
fiduciary responsibilities and alignment
to God's people and resources.
Generative. Discerning God's
dream and working to set the
congregational's next steps.
Strategic. Leveraging the
resources to be aligned with congregational priorities. Our meetings are strategic and not reporting.
Accountable Leadership. Setting
a structure of well-aligned, impactfocused ministry.
After the orientation, the Leadership
Board met for another two hours
working on the 2022 Budget. Tithes and
offerings are no longer enough to sustain the church. We have been challenged by the District and Conference
to seek other sources of revenue.
Thus you will be asked to help with
some small and some larger fundraising
initiatives. The church is going to be

blessed by a year-round Stewardship &
Generosity emphasis. See article on finances & budget on Pages 1 and xxxx.
Your Leadership Board met again
on Tuesday, March 15, for our regular
meeting...the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 6:30 pm.
We are evaluating our facility
usage contracts, fees, agreements and
custodial responsibilities associated with
it. We organized Children's Ministry
team to restart the Sunday School, plan
an Easter Egg Hunt and set a date for
Vacation Bible School.
A congregational wide brainstorming session was also scheduled to discuss fundraising. We authorized the
upcoming fundraisers of a Fish Fry and
Easter Collectibles, Craft & Bake Sale.
We are meeting with the Children's
Learning Center (CLC) to improve our
mutual relationships.

You are going to be seeing a Snow
Cone Stand in the church parking lot on
May 1 and other dates to support the
Thy Kingdom Come Heavy Metal
worship and ministries.
We ask for your continued prayers.
We also invite you to share your talents
and experience by joining teams that
interest you.
Don't wait to be asked. Step up!
There are opportunities for everyone!
Members of the Leadership Board
2022: Bruce Hamende, Trustees; Chris
Garcia, SPRC; Bruce Francis, Janice
Cagle.
2023: Michael Shaffer, Finance; Glenda
Sanders, Chair; Danna Sharpe; Benny
Cason, Vice Chair/Secretary.
2024: Wayne Carden, Adam Mathews,
Pauline Nguyen, Ashley Boren
Hernandez.

By Adam Mathews

Hello, Church Family:
First, I want to say thank you to everyone who listened to the first two Thy
Kingdom Come (TKC) podcasts last month, I hope you enjoyed them. The next
two podcasts will be on our Facebook page on April 8 and April 22.
We had the honor of interviewing the band Meadows and I have to say these
guys rock! Also, our show on March 19 was a huge success. We were able to tell
over 80 people about the love of Christ. Once again thank you all of your love and
support.
Also, this month GratitudeTX is going on its first spring run April 21-24. We will
be keeping this run in Texas as we get ready for our national run this summer. We
will be spreading the word of God, through the music He puts on our hearts. We
start the run in Corpus Christi and will then go to San Antonio, El Paso, and San
Angelo. Please keep us in your prayers that weekend for safe travels and low gas
prices, and that the people who come and watch the shows hear and receive the
love and grace of Jesus Christ.
Lastly, we are planning our first snow cone fundraiser on Sunday, May 1, right
outside St. John’s after church. Our newest TKC member David Collier, owner of
Rockin’ Ice Snow Cone Company, has offered to supply the shaved ice and make
the snow cones. Ninety percent of the proceeds will help the band this summer pay
for gas and food while we are on the road and 10 percent will benefit St. John’s
general fund. We are planning on doing more of these in the future.
Thank you again for your support. God bless you!
--Adam Mathews
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St. John’s UMC Prayer List
Grieving: Family of Ivan Shaver; Family of Rick Darst; Family of Jerry
Harrison; Family of Fay Sassman.
Hospitalized/Rehab: Suzy Shepard, Clint Christel, Steve Lewis,
Ramiro Medina, Jeffery Zammiello
Recovering at Home: Patrick Taber, Marilyn Henderson, Larry Oliver,
Michael Reyna, Delores Pace, Jack Pace, Cindy Hopkins, Gary
Schwartz, Jan DeCovic, Janie Alejandro, Betty Collins
Our Church and Its
Ministries
Our Nation & Leaders
US Military
World Leadership
People of Ukraine
St. John’s CLC
All Teachers &
Students
CC Metro Ministries
Wenholz Houses
Healing for all who are
sick and/or have
COVID
Tami Bacon
Charlie Bauer
Nick Bauer
Nancy Busby
Tyler and Melissa
Brownlee
Valerie Caldwell
Jeff Caravantes

Marcia Caravantes
Rene Cervantes
Margo Chapman
Cissy and Patrick
Hadley & Heather
Christel
Teara Cincotta
Betty Collins
Norma Conyers
Thomas CooperHicks
Deborah Crawford
Lina Crumpler
Janae Cubellis
Dana D’Amore
Darst Family
Julie & Carly Downey
Shelly Edwards
Jimmie Elam
Evelyn
William Everett
Anita Garza

Robert Garza
Janie Glasson
James Glover
Martha Goodner
Brian Gripp
Rick Haaker
Betty Jean Harrison
& Family
Kathy Heslep
Russell Higgins
Cindy Hopkins
Jo Ann Holland
Kelly Huey & Kylee
Elene Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Stacie Jones
Ann Jordan
James McMinn
Sterling Murphy
Trudy Murphy
Judi and Kenneth
Oestreich

Frank & Carolyn
Olevitch
Becky Oliver
Roma Onwiler
Dolores Pace
Mick Pace
Mary Palmer
Steve Palmer
Debra Patterson
Scott Parker
Aliah Veith Pinto
Jenna Purdy and
Family
Francis Quinn
Dottie Ramella
Mary Lee Ress
Bud & Lynne
Richards
Rilla Roots
Carole Salsberry
& Family
Betty Sebring
The Shaver Family

Please pray for those on
our prayer list. If you
have someone whose
name you want to add or
remove, please call the
church office @ 361-9914342 or email Catherine
McRorey at the church,
catherine.sjmethodist
@gmail.com. Prayer
concerns will be removed
after 30 days unless staff
is notified to keep
individuals on the list.
Tom Shearer
Susan Skidmore
Jenny Skrobarczyk
Tana Smith
Patrick Taber
Charles Teas
Ashley Tomek
Ralph & Matthew
Torres
Marti Veith
Brad Vela
Kimbel Ward &
Family
Davris White
Sam & Sue Windsor
Harley Wilson &
Family
Roseanne Zammiello

CCI/Friendship Class Update

The Rev. Karen Boehk showed a video to the class
about the Justice for All Immigrants initiative.

The CCI/Friendship Class began its Lenten study
on March 6 and will continue through Easter Sunday,
April 17. The title of the study is “Meet the Risen Lord”
with both Old and New Testament scriptures supplementing the theme. Chris Garcia is leading the study.
Come join us in the Conference Room at 10:15 a.m.
for about 50 minutes of lesson, scripture, prayer, and
discussion.
On Sunday, March 13, the Rev. Karen Boehk of
the Coastal Bend District staff, described the new ministry initiative under way--Justice for All Immigrants-that will place an immigration attorney in office space
provided by the Coastal Bend District to provide highquality, low-cost immigration legal services.
The class provided a $100 gift to Justice for All
Immigrants, and several individual members also planned
to make a donation to the new office.
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Mission: To help men grow in Christ, so others may know Christ.

St. John’s United
Methodist Men
“Call to Prayer”
Program Set April 2
by St. John’s UMW
St. John’s United Methodist Women
(UMW) will host the 2022 “Call to
Prayer and Self Denial” worship
program this Saturday, April 2, at 11
a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Light refreshments will be served at the
end of the hour-long program.
You are invited!
The theme will be “Love, Justice
and Service: Answering the Call.”
This year’s offering will support the
vital and vibrant ministry of deaconesses
and home missioners in the United
Methodist Church, consecrated laity
who have dedicated the entirety of their
lives to vocations of love, justice, and
service.
These vocations include social work,
education, health care, advocacy,
immigration reform, anti-poverty
initiatives, anti-racism efforts,
firefighting, legal justice, and more.
Other UM churches in the area also
have been invited to participate. Each
church unit represented will collect its
own special offerings to remit to the Rio
Texas UMW in support of its pledge to
mission.
NOTE: The national organization has
changed the name of United Methodist
Women to “Women in Faith” and has
adopted a new logo.

UMM meets every Wednesday at 7 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
and invites all men to participate. Bring your own breakfast fare!
The 45th Armed Forces Day Beach to Bay Marathon is coming up on
Saturday, May 21, (7 a.m. start time on Padre Island) so volunteer to
help us man a water station on Ocean Drive. Did you know the Marathon is the United States’ largest six-person relay race, attracting runners
from throughout Texas, the US, Mexico, and Canada?
UMM also contributed funds recently to a health-related mission project
that former member & TAMU-CC student DeJeanne (DJ) Adams
Robinson of Austin is involved in in Central America.

UMM Card Ministry
The United Methodist Men will send a greeting card expressing appropriate sentiments for birthdays, get well, condolences, etc.to all names and
addresses submitted to them. Access the SJUMC website and fill out the
form. Robert and Cathi Garza are helping send cards while Gary
Schwartz, secretary, continues to recover. Get well soon, Gary!
https://www.sjmethodist.com/umm-card-request/

APRIL 2022
BIRTHDAYS

In Our Prayers...
The Rev. Matt Pennington, senior
pastor at FUMC Gonzales and a
former associate pastor at
St. John’s from 2012-2015,
recently had surgery.
If you would like to send him
a “thinking of you” message,
his mailing address is:
Rev. Matt Pennington
215 South Fair Street
Gonzales, TX 78629

2
3
4
5
10
12
14
16
17
18
20
28

Marcia Caravantes, Carlene
Clark, Jennifer Staiger
Bruce Best
Lindsey Jensen
Joanie Spencer Coughran
Frank Nance
Julie Fomenko
Holly Veit
Robyn Cobb
Chuck Francis
Luke Fomenko
Carol Clark
Carol Patton

NOTE: If your name was omitted on the
birthday list, or if you see other errors, please
call Cathy McRorey at the church, 991-4342.
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A Church Optimized for the Mission
Submitted by Glenda Sanders, Chair
St. John’s Leadership Board

likely your most valuable resources are being diverted to these
concerns instead of to the real mission of the church.

In the March 2018 SteepleNotes, Pastor Harold Onwiler shared
these thoughts from Kay Kotan, author of Mission Possible.

When a church lives on mission, there is so much possibility.
Living on mission allows the Holy Spirit to move more freely and
bless the ministries to reach more people for Christ. The church
is renewed with a new life cycle where relationships with new
people in the community become a priority and internal relationships take a back seat. Ministries are created for the new
people. Worship is competent, compelling, and contextuallyrelevant to the neighbors. Hospitality and connection with guests
is practiced with grace and love.”

Too often, structure (budget, building, calendar, how decisions
are made) drives our church rather than the mission. While
structure is a good and necessary thing, we sometimes overfocus on structure. In fact, structure sometimes becomes an
unhealthy driving force. When we over-focus on structure, we
often lose sight and focus on our very purpose – the mission of
disciples discipling disciples. Instead, many churches concentrate on the “ways we have always done it” rather than being
about the work of our mission. When a church has too much
focus on the structure, the church takes their eye off the vision,
relationships and ministries of the church and the community.
The finances and budget are meant to support the ministries of
the church. The ministries are to support the mission of making
disciples. In far too many churches, the budget drives the
church. A far healthier model is that the vision drives the church.
If your church council is more about conversations regarding
the building, money, maintenance or day-to-day operations, then

A few weeks ago I attended a District training workshop. The
keynote speaker, Rev. Aaron Saenz, made a statement that I
have long found to be true. “Money follows mission.” Mission
costs a lot more in human resources than monetary resources.
Let’s dare to focus on using our human resources in mission
and let God take care of the monetary needs of the church. We
will be surprised how God will bless us.
--Pastor Harold
Reprinted from the March 2018 SteepleNotes

Church Calendar at a Glance
APRIL
Friday, April 1--Fish Fry Fundraiser, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Community Life Building
Saturday, April 2-- “Call to Prayer and Self Denial” program by St. John’s United Methodist Women.
Sunday, April 3 -- Fifth Sunday of Lent; Holy Communion served at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m. worship services.
Thursday, April 7--Receive, Price and Set-Up Easter Collectibles Sale, 9 a-1pm; 4-6 pm, Fellowship Hall
Friday, April 8--Receive, Price and Set Up Easter Collectibles Sale, 9 a.m.-1 pm., Fellowship Hall
Saturday, April 9--Easter Collectibles & Bake Sale, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Fellowship Hall; workers should arrrive at 8 a.m.
Sunday, April 10 -- Palm Sunday, worship services at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Leftover Easter Collectibles & Bake Sale-most items for a donation, 10 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
Thursday, April 14 -- Maundy Thursday service, 6 p.m., Community Life Bldg.
Friday, April 15 -- Good Friday service, 6 p.m., Sanctuary
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday service; flowering of the cross, placement of Easter lilies on the altar (see story on Page 9)
Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m. (see story on Page 6)
Tuesday, April 19--Leadership Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 24-- Worship services at both 9 a.m. (traditional) and 11:17 a.m. (contemporary)

MAY
Sunday, May 1--Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m., with Holy Communion; Snow Cones for sale after second service to
benefit Thy Kingdom Come and St. John’s UMC
Sunday, May 8--Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Mother’s Day observed
Saturday, May 14--Coastal Bend District Conference Meeting; hosted by St. John’s UMC, 2-4 p.m. in CLB
Monday, May 30--Memorial Day holiday; church office closed
LOOKING AHEAD: Saturday, August 13--Ladies Tea Party and Silent Auction
Saturday, December 10--”Breakfast with Santa”
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Update on St. John’s Flock
By Leslie Albrecht,
Director of Student Ministries

Calling all Youth (Flock)
members (grades 6-12)-You are special to St.
John’s UMC and we are
eager to see you in Sunday
School at 10:15 a.m. and in
worship (either 9 a.m. or
11:17 a.m.) If you or your
family have questions,
please call Leslie Albrecht
at 361-537-7199.

On Friday, March 4, our Student Flock went to In The Game: Funtrackers. It
was a win-win situation as we had a great time and our wristband purchase helped
support the Flour Bluff High School Band and Natalie Albrecht had fun with both
her Flock & Band families. A special shout-out to St. John’s member and parent
Cindy Straub for coming along for the ride.
Our Lenten study “Vincent Van Gogh and the Beauty of Lent” continues during
the Sunday School hour (10:15am) in the Youth Building. We will be finishing up our
study and helping get ready for the Easter Egg Hunt planned on Easter Sunday,
April 17, during Children’s Sunday School.
On April 10, we will meet after the 11:17 service for Fun, Food & Fellowship
(as well as stuffing eggs for the hunt). We will be done at 2 p.m.
A special thanks to Cathi Garza for sprucing up our “nest” in the CLB. It is
looking great, and it’s nice to see our Flock there on Sundays.
Grace & Peace, Leslie

ENGAGE IN MINISTRY!
All church members and guests, whatever their age, are needed to
serve on Ministry Teams to accomplish church goals and ensure successful activities that make our church special, engaged in ministry, and
serving God with our various gifts, talents, and interests.
Some teams that are already active (but need more members) include
the Building or Landscaping teams, Joseph’s Apprentices, the Kitchen
team, the Care & Concern/Bereavement team, the Scholarship team,
the traditional worship team (especially needs 9 a.m. liturgists and
Communion servers), 11:17 worship team, Doorsteppers, and the
offering counters’ team.
Other teams active in the past and needed in 2022 (but are not organized yet) include Mission & Outreach team, Hospitality and Special
Events team, Website/Social Media team, Children’s Ministry team
(currently being formed), Stewardship team, and Youth Ministry team.
Where is God calling you? Prayerfully consider these church ministry/
service opportunities.
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PHOTOS FROM AROUND THE CHURCH

Bryan Thompson, Jean Shivers, and Robert Garza served as
ushers at the memorial service for Rick Darst on March 12.

A choral group, with Kim Bryce accompanying on the piano, sang
“Steppin’ on the Clouds” as part of Rick Darst’s memorial service.

Church members Nancy Busby, Jack Pace, and
Pam Glover were at the church on Monday helping
count offerings received during the Sunday worship
services, making copies for the Bookkeeper’s files,
and preparing the deposit slip. If you are interested
in serving as a “money counter,” please contact
church staff members Barb Benton or Cathy
McRorey.
Dozens of light bulbs in the Community Life
Building were replaced recently...thanks to the
generosity of church member Wayne Carden
who made sure the bulbs as well as the power
lift equipment and workers were in place and
able to accomplish the task safely. Thank you,
Wayne, for your servant heart. The CLB is
much brighter now!

Coastal Bend District Superintendent Rev. Laura Brewster (l)
posed with John and Cassandra
Cochran after Rev. Cochran met
with the St. John’s Leadership
Board on March 12, 2022.
(See related story on Page 3)
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Food
Pantry
News
It has been a wonderful month of March in your St. John’s
Food Pantry. We have seen many of our old clients return,
including one woman who hasn’t been served for 2 years
due to COVID. We are blessed to meet and serve many
new clients, too! In fact, we had more new clients this past
month than returning clients.
Your food pantry assists many people who have a variety
of needs--some are grandparents who are raising their
grandkids, others are elderly clients who are on fixed incomes
and still others who work (some with multiple jobs) but just
don’t have enough for food to feed their families. Clients also
come to us who have never had to ask for assistance...and it
is a humbling experience to meet them and hear their stories.
We are excited to announce that St. John’s Food Pantry
has received a grant from the Coastal Bend Community
Foundation and the Coastal Bend Food Bank. This grant of
$2,929 will be applied to our Coastal Bend Food Bank
account, effective April 1. Any food we order from the Food
Bank will be paid for by the grant until the funding is all used.
For the month of APRIL, the food pantry could use the
following items in our pantry:
·

• Spaghetti

·

• Soup

·

• Hygiene items

Interested in Playing Bridge or Learning
To Play? Check out the Tuesday Bridge
group at St. John’s!
Tuesdays, April 5 and April 19
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.; Room 1,
St. John’s UMC Administration Bldg.
If questions, please contact Judi Edwards at
361-500-8819 or at judiluvgram@usa.com.

Thanks to These “Doorsteppers”
Fifteen church members have signed up to be
“Doorsteppers,” and they will deliver plants to all first-time
visitors each week. Each has been assigned one week
between April 3 and June 26.
Special thanks to Robyn Cobb, Gerri Cason, Connie Hahn,
Joyce Hamende, Jack Pace, Stefani Schomaker, Janice
Cagle, Ben & Dana Pallotti, Carolyn Pence, Chris Garcia,
Wayne and Karen Carden, Danna Sharpe, and Robert Garza.
Church members who need more information about
“Doorsteppers” or who want to participate in July, August, or
September are invited to call Connie Hahn at 361-774-3954.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study

Thank you again for supporting your St. John’s UMC Food
Pantry! Monetary donations are also appreciated for items we
are unable to purchase through the Coastal Bend Food Bank.

Heart and Soul Resale Shop
A collaborative ministry involving several local
churches, The Heart and Soul Resale Shop, located at the
corner of 221 N. Staples and Laredo, (close to City Hall)
has clothes, shoes, household items, jewelry, furniture, and
more. Shopping days for the month of April include April 2,
April 9, April 23, and April 30, with shopping hours from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Donations and volunteers are always
welcomed, said Coordinator Cheryl Villanueva (361-9479358) of Asbury UMC.

The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, taught by longtime
church member Suzy Shepard, invites you to participate! The
group gathers at 11 a.m. in the church Conference Room for
fellowship and study. The class is studying the Joyce Meyer
book titled “Seven Things That Steal Your Joy--Overcoming
the Obstacles to Your Happiness.” Bring a light lunch with
you to enjoy. If questions, please call Suzy at 361-549-4336.

Serving Communion to Homebound
Did you know that St. John’s has more than 30 men and
women on its Homebound list---members and longtime
visitors who are unable to join us in person for worship and
communion? Some are no longer driving while others have
health issues that limit their church activities. The Shepherding
Care team, chaired by Judi Edwards, is recruiting church
members who are willing to take the Communion elements
and liturgy to our homebound. If you are interested in this
ministry, please contact Judi Edwards at (361) 500-8819.
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Joseph’s Apprentices
Joseph’s Apprentices Team Has Rescheduled Its
Next Work Day to Saturday, April 9; 7:30 a.m.-noon!
You are invited!
Thanks to the March crew!
Bruce Hamende, Wayne Carden,
Glenda Sanders, Benny and Gerri Cason,
Robert Garza, Cathi Garza, Wade
Williams, Dee Dee Williams, Marsha de
la Garza, Eddie McHale, and Carolyn
Martin,

Joseph’s Apprentices To Hold Work Day on Saturday, April 9
Your next opportunity to serve is on
Saturday, April 9 th at 7:30am – 12noon
in the Administrative Building Conference Room. We begin with coffee, food,
fellowship, brief devotional and prayer
and then begin the day’s projects.
To make suggestions for future
projects, email Bruce Hamende at
bruce.hamende@gmail.com and put
JOSEPH’S APPRENTICES in the subject line or call 361-548-8510.
We had a large group at the March
meeting who worked on the front landscape and did some carpentry. Answering the call to serve were Bruce
Hamende, Wayne Carden, Glenda Sanders, Benny Cason, Robert Garza, Cathi
Garza, Wade Williams, Dee Dee Williams, Marsha de la Garza, Eddie
McHale, Carolyn Martin, and Gerri
Cason.
Glenda’s breakfast casserole was
enjoyed by early arrivals. Volunteers are
needed to make coffee and provide
breakfast items for future months.
A devotional was presented by
Glenda Sanders titled “Joseph of

Nazareth: Lessons from a Carpenter.”
Glenda, a retired Registered Nurse,
shared that one of the jobs in 1973-74
that helped put her and another student
through nursing school was that of a
“carpenter helper.”
As a carpenter, Jesus must have
learned many tricks of the trade from
Joseph. There were three simple rules
that they lived by and which still hold
true today.
1. Measure Twice, Cut Once
Thinking ahead prevents a lot of
trouble. We should measure our spending against our income and not exceed
it. We should measure our physical health
and take steps to protect it. And we
should measure our spiritual growth from
time to time and work to increase it. Just
like the timber in ancient Israel, our resources are limited and should be used
wisely.
2. Use the Right Tool for the Job
Don’t use anger when understand-
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ing is called for. Don’t use indifference
when encouragement is needed. We can
build people up or tear them down, depending on which tools we use. Jesus
was a master at using the right tools,
and as his apprentices, we should do the
same.
3. Take Care of Your Tools and They
Will Take Care of You
In the body of Christ, every Christian is a carpenter with a job to do. Like
Joseph, we can mentor our apprentices--our sons, daughters, friends and
relatives--teaching them the skills to pass
the faith on to the generation after them.
The more we learn about our faith,
the better prepared we are to be disciples.
God has given us all the tools and
resources we need. Work for God with
your head, your hands, and your heart
and you can’t go wrong.
We know our work cannot be completed by our own strength. Only the
Lord can equip us.

The 10 Greatest Hymns of All-Time
By Chris Garcia, Lay Leader
This list of hymns was compiled in 2014 by Tim Challies, who
describes himself as “a Christian, a husband to Aileen, and a
father to two girls in their teens and one son who is waiting for me
in heaven. I worship and serve as a pastor at Grace Fellowship
Church in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.” Challies writes a blog and is
a published author.

PREFACE: By Tim Challies
As English-speaking Christians, we have a vast array of hymns
available to us, and we each have our list of favorites. In my
assessment, the best hymns are those that are universal and
timeless, speaking to all Christians in all times, places, and
situations. They are firmly grounded in Scripture and drawn out
of, or toward, the gospel of Jesus Christ. And they are inevitably
coupled to a great melody. Here are my picks for the 10 greatest
hymns of all-time. Apart from the first, they are in no particular
order.
And Can It Be? by Charles Wesley. I begin with what I consider
the greatest hymn by the greatest hymn-writer. Wesley’s “And
Can It Be?” simply delights in the goodness of God while
marveling at his saving grace. It captures every Christian’s
experience of wandering, of beholding Christ, of rejoicing in his
salvation, and of the great hope of entering his presence at last.
“No condemnation now I dread; / Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
/ Alive in Him, my living Head, / And clothed in righteousness
divine, / Bold I approach th’eternal throne, / And claim the crown,
through Christ my own.”
A Mighty Fortress by Martin Luther. It is bold, it is triumphant, it
expresses great faith in God and great defiance toward sin and
Satan. I think Satan hates it when we sing this: “The prince of
darkness grim — We tremble not for him; / His rage we can
endure, For lo! his doom is sure, / One little word shall fell him.”
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name by Edward Perronet. There
are few hymns more triumphant than this one, and especially so
when sung to the “Diadem” melody. It calls upon each of us, and
everything else in all of creation, to pay homage to our great
God. It anticipates the day when that will happen. “All hail the
power of Jesu’s name! / Let Angels prostrate fall; / Bring forth the
royal diadem, / To crown Him Lord of All.”
Oh, For a Thousand Tongues by Charles Wesley. In this hymn
Wesley proclaims that one tongue simply is not enough to
express his praise and his adoration before God. If he had a
thousand tongues, he would use them all to proclaim who God
is and what he has done. “He breaks the power of canceled sin,

/ He sets the prisoner free; / His blood can
make the foulest clean, / His blood
availed for me.”
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross by Isaac Watts. Watts
penned this hymn—a meditation on the cross of Christ—as a
means of preparation for the Lord’s Supper. Having reflected on
the cross, he can only marvel at God’s wondrous grace and
pledge his life to God’s service. “Were the whole realm of nature
mine, / That were a present far too small; / Love so amazing, so
divine, / Demands my soul, my life, my all.”
How Firm a Foundation by an unknown author. This hymn is
unique in the way it speaks in God’s voice, so that God himself
assures us of his goodness, his care, and his mercy. Few hymns
are sweeter in times of suffering or despair. “The soul that on
Jesus has leaned for repose, / I will not, I will not desert to its
foes; / That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, / I’ll
never, no never, no never forsake.”
Holy, Holy, Holy by Reginald Heber. Heber powerfully draws us
to marvel at the majestic holiness of God. “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord
God Almighty! / All Thy works shall praise thy name in earth and
sky and sea; / Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty! / God in
Three Persons, blessed Trinity!”
It Is Well With My Soul by Horatio Spafford. A hymn for those
suffering or for those who have suffered, it proclaims that
through every trial, “it is well with my soul.” “And Lord, haste the
day when my faith shall be sight, / The clouds be rolled back as
a scroll; / The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
/ Even so, it is well with my soul.”
Abide With Me by Henry Francis Lyte. This has always been a
favorite and, though it’s considered a funeral hymn, we sang it at
our wedding. I love the way it calls upon God to be present with
us in all of life. “Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; /
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. / Heaven’s
morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; / In life, in death,
O Lord, abide with me.”
Amazing Grace by John Newton. The list wouldn’t be complete
with “Amazing Grace,” would it? It is considered by many to be
the greatest hymn ever written and has been recorded more
than any other song. It proclaims such sweet and simple truths:
“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound / That saved a wretch
like me. / I once was lost, but now am found, / Was blind but now
I see.”
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Scholarship Committee Invites Your Help
For many years, St. John’s UMC has awarded scholarships to graduating high school
seniors who have been active in church ministries. This year, St. John’s has several prospective
graduates, and all are invited to pick up a scholarship application and guidelines from the
church office during regular business hours.
Applications are due on Thursday, April 28, according to Marianne Robert, chair of the
Scholarship Committee. The applications will be reviewed, and awards will be announced in
late May. Committee members serving with Marianne include Nancy Busby, Mary Falwell,
Debi Francis, Becca Maestas, and Betty Thompson.
As always, the committee appreciates donations (small or large) to the Scholarship Fund
from individual church members and guests, small groups, and friends to help fund the
scholarships. Questions can be directed to Marianne Robert, Scholarship chair.

YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
ARE SINCERELY APPRECIATED
If you or your family have not made a financial pledge to St. John’s UMC
for 2022, please prayerfully consider how you can support the church and
its ministries. Call Barbara Benton, church bookkeeper, at 991-4342, if you
have questions or need information.

THANK YOU, CHURCH,
FOR SUPPORTING
“UMCOR SUNDAY”
The special March 27, 2022,
offering for UMCOR totalled
$705 and will be sent to the
Rio Texas Conference to
support the UMCOR mission.
Thank you, St. John’s
community of faith, for your
generous giving.
UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) is one of
the most respected agencies
in the world that responds to
disasters and humanitarian
crises throughout the world.

TEXT TO GIVE...
You may text the amount you would like to give to this phone number...
361-541-6512...and follow the instructions given. If you are already registered, you may just text the amount.
SUNDAY OFFERING...
If you are in a worship service, you may place your gift in a white envelope
found on the back of a pew or chair and place it in the offering plate.
MAIL OR DROP IN CHURCH MAIL SLOT...
You can place your check or money order in an envelope, seal the envelope,
correctly address it and mail by USPS or you may drop the sealed envelope
in the church mail slot on the front door of the Administration Building.
The church prepares individual/family quarterly reports (and annual reports
after December 31) on all gifts given to the church and furnishes the appropriate report to each member/family for their tax or personal records.
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St. John’s and 11:17 Worship has
new cool t-shirt available to order!
JOIN US FOR
ONLINE WORSHIP
It’s hard to believe that St. John’s UMC launched its
online worship within about two weeks after the pandemic was declared, in-person gatherings came to a
halt, and isolation & face masks became the norm.
A team of St. John’s members, with direction from our
pastor, was instrumental in the online service going
“live” so quickly.
Church members and friends can still view and participate in the online worship service that is produced
each week. Join fellow worshippers on Sunday mornings for the 11 a.m. online worship service. But tune
in at 10:50 a.m. to enjoy online chat with fellow church
members and friends near and far:
https://sjmethodist.online.church
Special thanks to Adam Mathews, Pastor Wade, and
others for their work with the recorded worship
service.

EVERYONE is encouraged to place an
order and to wear your shirt for the
official 11:17 Worship Relaunch on
Sunday, April 24 (see related story on
Page 7). The shirts, along with the
previous ones, are great to wear on
Sundays, anytime we do an outreach or
mission project, and any other day of the
week.
****The cost is $10 per shirt and you
must pre-order by sending a request with
your size and pre- paying for the shirt. You may write a check to
St. John’s UMC or pay cash or you may use VENMO or PAYPAL.
DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY, APRIL 10.
If you want a t-shirt, be sure to order now. Another order will be
placed at a later date but only if more than 20 are needed.
Contact Cathi Garza 361-992-2500 or 361-816-2783 to order or
email stjohnsseekers@yahoo.com, You can also order before
11:17 Worship thisSunday.
Sizes:
• Adult S
• Adult XL

• Adult M
• Adult XXL

• Adult L
• Adult 3X

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
church office closed on Friday.

Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com;361-960-4021)
Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

FOOD PANTRY: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-Noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER (CLC): Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 about enrollment
or general information.

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian & Tonya Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodians
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Ben Seskin, Weekday Custodian
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

WORSHIP SERVICES: Two worship services every Sunday-Traditional service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Contemporary service at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month
at both services.
Effective March 2022, Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal
worship service is moving to podcasts and a quarterly service.
Watch for details.
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United Methodist
Church, is emailed to members and guests as a PDF document and is
published on the church website and Facebook. Printed copies are
also available at the church. Deadline for the May 2022 issue is Friday,
April 22. Editor: Chris Garcia, 991-2784 or 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com

st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
www.sjmethodist.com
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
https://twitter.com/stjohnmethodist
https://www.instagram.com/sjmethodist/
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