A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!

STEEPLE NOTES
FEBRUARY 2022

This Sunday’s Worship
Includes Communion
It may be a bit chilly this weekend, but you’ll feel lots of
warmth from being in one or both of St. John’s UMC
worship services--traditional at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and
contemporary at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Attendance is still averaging about 30 in each service,
but your family of faith is ready to welcome you back.
There’s nothing like a great Sunday that features music,
fellowship, relevant sermons, corporate prayer, and scripture.
Pastor Wade Lindstrom’s sermon series titled “What
Would Jesus Know?” based on scripture from Mark 4:10-20.
Holy Communion will be served, and the Celestial Bells
will play the prelude as the service begins.
In addition, the Shepherding Care Team will have gift
bags in the Chancel area for delivery to more than 30
homebound members. (Story continues on Page 8.)

Looking ahead:
Ash Wednesday service and first Sunday in
Lent

LOOKING AHEAD:
Calling all blood donors at St. John’s!
Give the gift of life by donating blood on
Sunday, Feb. 13.The Coastal Bend Blood
Bank will be in the front parking lot from 8
a.m.-1 p.m.(See details on Page 13.)

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, March 1
What’s more fun than gathering in fellowship with friends,
families, neighbors, and other community members and
enjoying a meal together? Save the date--Tuesday, March 1!
Come to St. John’s UMC Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper from 5:30-7 p.m. on Tuesday evening, March 1, in the
Community Life Building. Tickets are $5 individual and $15
per family (of any size), and you’ll enjoy all the pancakes you
can eat, plus sausage links and a glass of juice or milk.
Our United Methodist Men have sponsored this event
for many years, but we all missed the event in 2020 and 2021

because of COVID. This year, it’s time to get back in the
groove and enjoy this time together! Other church members
and friends are stepping up to help UMM with flipping those
flapjacks, et-up and clean-up, helping seat folks, taking tickets, and more. If you want to help, please contact Robert
Garza, UMM President, by cell or email: (361) xxx-xxxx;
email address.
Invite your neighbors, work colleagues, and friends to
attend, eat a great meal, and help support the UMM mission
projects.

A Message from Our Pastor
Keep Shining...Brighten the World!
In some of my reading this week I ran across an interesting thought from a
colleague, Rev. David McNitsky in Austin. I wanted to share it with you here.
Here’s what he said:
It is traditional in Jewish households to light two candles to begin the
celebration of the Sabbath. Many households also light a candle for each
child in the family. Rabbi Abraham Twerski, also a psychiatrist, grew up in
a household where candles were lit for each child. He remembers, “How
edifying it was for me to know that the house was brighter because of my
existence.”
It occurs to me that we should each light a candle this week to celebrate
our existence in this world. This world is a brighter place because of you!
And yet, remembering that Jesus said on the Sermon on the Mount, “You
are the Light of the World,” we should also pause in the celebration to ask
ourselves, “What have I done this week to brighten the world?”
Knowing a lot of you, I know that you’ve done plenty. I encourage you to
encourage others! Keep shining!
Our February worship and sermon focus will include completing our sermon
series: What Would Jesus Know? (WWJK). I will be out of town Sunday,
February 20, and I am delighted that my friend Rev. Tom Tarver will be here to
deliver the message. Here is the planned sermon schedule:
• February 6: What Would Jesus Know: All Sown Up!
Scripture: Mark 4:10-20
• February 13: What Would Jesus Know: Cornerstone
Scripture: Matthew 23:37-39
• February 20: Guest Preacher – Rev. Tom Tarver
Scripture: TBD
• February 27: Transfiguration Sunday
Scripture: Luke 9:28-43
Wednesday, March 2, 2022, is Ash Wednesday, which signals the beginning of
the season of Lent. We will mark the day with an evening service at 6 p.m.in
the Sanctuary that includes the imposition of ashes.
Peace!
Pastor Wade
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The Celestial Bells, an outstanding
group of bell ringers under the
direction of Traditional Music Director Kim Bryce, will play the prelude
this Sunday, February 6, as the 9 a.m.
traditional worship service begins.
The prelude is titled “Sheep May
Safely Graze” by J.S. Bach.

2022 Schedule of
Special Offerings
The United Methodist Church calendar
shows these Special Offering Sundays
designated for missional giving during
2022. They include:
March 27—UMCOR Sunday (United
Methodist Committee on Relief)
May 1—Native American Ministries
Sunday
June 12—Peace with Justice Sunday
October 2—World Communion Sunday
November 27—United Methodist
Student Day

Happy Valentine’s Day
on Monday, February 14!
Reach out and be
someone’s Valentine on
this special day of love.
Make a phone call, send a
note, and pray for friends
and family.

St. John’s UMC
Food Pantry News
THANK YOU
FOR YOUR
GENEROUS
SUPPORT!

Musicians Adam Mathews (l), Frank Olevitch, and Dorothy Pallotti prepare
special music for every 11:17 service. Come to worship every Sunday!

Thank you for your continued support of
your St. John’s Food Pantry. We had another
great year helping those in need in our community and look forward to another great year in
2022.
We have steadily increased the number of
clients we assist each week, but are still not up
to the number of people we were helping preCOVID. Many of the people we do assist have
jobs, but don’t make enough to cover all their
needs. We also assist those who now care for
their parents or grandkids, are out of work, or
are homeless.
We have many requests for hygiene items,
and thanks to your generosity we have been
handing out shampoo, soap, and more.
For the month of February, we can use the
following items:
Canned soups (any kind and any size)
Canned pasta
Canned tuna
2022 calendars (ones you perhaps
have received in the mail from a charity
or received from a local business)

SPECIAL
INVITATION
Cathi Garza, chair of the 11:17 worship team,
is inviting all who are interested in the
“resurrection” of the 11:17 worship service to
attend a planning, brainstorming session on
Tuesday, February 8, at 5:45 p.m. in the Community Life Building.
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CAN YOU BE A
“DOORSTEPPER?”
By Connie Hahn

Did you know the Doorsteppers
Program at St. John’s UMC has been humming along for 20+ years? Before COVID
caused the program to suspend its activity,
we had about 25 members signed up to
deliver a small plant and personal note to
every first-time visitor to St. John’s.
It’s such an easy way to say, “thank
you” and make sure our visitors feel welcomed and personally invited to visit us
again.
Here’s how the program works: Team
members serve on a rotating basis
throughout the calendar year. With 25 team
members, each member would only be
assigned two Sundays per year. ‘
Each week the names and addresses
of new visitors are collected, and then the
assigned team member delivers a plant and
personal note sometime during the week.
Doorsteppers are invited to purchase
an inexpensive blooming plant in a small
container from any local nursery (about a
$3 value) and deliver to the address provided with your note. You may turn in your
receipt to the office for reimbursement.
I love the surprised smile on people’s
faces when they realize you’re not selling
anything or taking a survey --- you’re just
bringing them a gift for visiting our church!
And remember, if someone isn’t home, you
can leave the plant and your note near the
front door.
If you would like to volunteer or get
more information, please contact me at
361-774-3954 (call or text) or via email at
connie78411@gmail.com.

MONTHLY CELEBRATION--The Seekers Class monthly birthday gathering, held at Mudbugs Restaurant earlier this month, drew a crowd...
Shelley Veit, Joyce Hamende, Gerri Cason, Danna Sharpe, Robin Blue,
Marianne Robert, Carole Salsberry, Robyn Cobb, Glenda Sanders, and
Connie Hahn. (Photo by Cathi Garza)

ENGAGE IN MINISTRY!
All church members and guests, whatever their age, are needed to
serve on Ministry Teams to accomplish church goals and ensure
successful activities that make our church special, engaged in ministry, and serving God with our various gifts, talents, and interests.
Some teams that are already active (but need more members) include
the Building and Landscaping team, the Kitchen team, the Care &
Concern/Bereavement team, the traditional and contemporary worship teams, and the offering counters’ team.
Other teams active in the past and needed in 2022 (but are not
organized yet) include Mission & Outreach team, Scholarship team,
Hospitality and Special Events team, Website/Social Media team,
Children’s Ministry team, Doorsteppers (see story at left), and Youth
Ministry team. Chairmen are needed!
A new team needed by Trustees would utilize individuals who have
their own tools and like to do small repairs around the church. Bruce
Hamende just announced that this group will meet...

Where do you see yourself serving?
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St. John’s Foundation Invites Church Ministry
Groups To Request Funds for Specific Needs
By Darron Bergstrom, President
St. John’s UMC Foundation

St. John’s United Methodist Church Foundation has been blessed by the generosity of a
number of past and present church members,
who have left wonderful Legacy Gifts to be used
to further the ministry of Christ and His Church.
The Investment Policy of the Foundation
calls for a distribution annually of 4% of the
average of the account balances at the end of
the last three years.
Because of the current positive stock market, the Foundation Board voted to make the
2021 distribution at this time to the following
needs: Children and Youth, Missions, and Church
Needs.
A form titled “Request for Funds” was made
available to be filled out and submitted no later
than 3 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, 2022.

Ministry groups that have a need for a particular project or special purchase are encouraged to submit a funding request. If anyone
needs a form, please contact Cathy McRorey,
Administrative Assistant, in the office or at 361991-2784.
The form includes the name of the group
seeking the funds, a summary of items requested
and justification for the funds, and a breakdown
of estimated costs.
Requests received after the deadline will not
be considered.
“All groups in the church are encouraged to
submit Requests for Funds,” Bergstrom said.
“If you have any questions, please contact me
at 361-688-6139.”
Last year, the distribution totaled $24,585.36
which benefitted approximately 15 requests.

Community Announcement:

Calling All Registered Voters!
The Texas Primary Elections, staged by the Republican and Democratic parties, will be
held Tuesday, March 1, 2022. Registered voters will be able to participate in Early Voting
(February14-25) or cast their vote on Election Day.
Early Voting locations as well as day-of VOTE CENTER locations will be published soon
by Nueces County (www.nuecesco.com/Elections). Remember, that voters can vote at any
VOTE CENTER in Nueces County, whether at your precinct or close to your office of business. Photo IDs are required.
Races included on the Primary ballots include many statewide offices, plus races
impacting South Texas and Nueces County--US Representative, District 27; State Senator,
District 20; State Representative, Districts 20 and 27; State Representative District 34; Nueces
County Judge; Judge, 117th Judicial District; County Court at Law #1; County Commissioner;
Precinct 2; Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4; and Nueces County Democratic Party Chair.
You may request a Mail-in Ballot (the deadline is February 18) by calling the Elections
staff at the Nueces County Courthouse. YOUR VOTE COUNTS.
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FLOCK NEWS
By Leslie Albrecht,
Director of Student Ministries
It’s hard to believe that it’s the home
stretch for so many of our Flock.
Congratulations to Daniel Lindstrom
who graduated from Flour Bluff High
School in December.
We have a few more seniors who
will be graduating in May--Natalie
Albrecht (Flour Bluff HS), Jacob
Claunch (Moody HS), Sarah Coughran
(Carroll HS), and Malia Schomaker
(Ray HS). This pandemic has been
difficult for everybody but these students
all rolled with the punches and still made
some great high school memories.
If I have accidentally overlooked
any seniors, please let me know ASAP.
We had our annual New Year’s Eve
lock-in complete with snowball fight, 9
Square in the Air, snacks, and arts and
crafts. The night before, we got to
attend an Icerays hockey game. We
were even able to wish Malia a happy
birthday.
A slight change to our schedule: we
will no longer hold our student Sunday
School at 10:15. Instead we will be
combining Sunday School with Flock
activities after the 11:17 service.
We’ll meet in the Youth Building at
12:30pm-2:00pm. A light meal or heavy
snacks will be offered.
Be on the lookout for a more
complete schedule and more information
coming soon. If youth or their families
have not been receiving emails about
student activities, please email me at
Leslie.sjmethodist@gmail.com and ask
to be added to the list. Likewise, if
you are receiving unwanted emails,
please let me know that as well.
If you would be interested in
sponsoring snacks, drinks, meals, or
being an extra adult during our activities
please contact me either by email or by
phone 361-537-7199. Text works but
please let me know who you are in the
first text in case I don’t have your
number saved.

Photos from the FLOCK’s Christmas
party, hosted by Pastor Wade.
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Thy Kingdom Come Heavy Metal Service Announces
Changes; Next Service Will Be Sunday, February 27
By Adam Mathews
Hello, Church Family:

Thy Kingdom Come worship
service is scheduled Sunday,
February 27, at 7 p.m., in St.
John’s UMC Fellowship Hall.
Everyone is welcomed!
Ask Adam Mathews
about the podcasts
planned and the upcoming
Spring and Summer tours!

Here is what’s been happening in TKC in the month of February. Our next
service will not be on the second Sunday as usual since that day is also Super
Bowl Sunday. We will instead be moving the service to the last Sunday of the
month-- February 27.
We as a group have been praying and contemplating how we are being
called to grow in our calling to create a safe place where people from the
hardcore, metal, and punk scenes can gather to worship God at full volume
with the music with which they connect.
The last year has led us to realize we may not be providing the service that
has been our focus from the beginning. Our attendance has been at an all-time
low, and we haven’t been reaching the people we have been called to reach. At
TKC we have a two-band outreach ministry, GratitudeTX and Mariam, that take
the message to people at bars and clubs locally. We have decided to focus on
the band outreach ministries with services being changed from once a month to
quarterly services.
These would be more like the concert we staged in August 2021, TKC Fest.
We would be scheduling these events on the months with five Sundays...and
they would fall on the 5th Sundays in 2022--May 29, July 31, and October 30.
In addition, we have decided to do a podcast to promote the shows of the
band ministries and TKC events in a way that will allow more people to hear
about them and be able to attend in-person events. The podcast will be starting
in March and we will be airing two episodes a month. So, be sure to watch
next month’s SteepleNotes for more information.
The band GratitudeTX is also planning its first-ever Spring tour in April and
its Summer tour in July--spreading the message all the way from Corpus
Christi, to Boston, Ma and many towns in between.
We will plan a fundraiser before then to help us get on the road and get
back safely. Watch for fundraiser information...and plan to support the tours.

News from the Coastal Bend
Emmaus Community
* Women’s Walk #2009 is scheduled February17-20 at
tOur Lady of Corpus Christi retreat center, 1200 Lantana
St. Be in prayer for the pilgrims who are signed up to
participate. Candlelight is at 8 p.m. February 19.
* Emmaus gatherings are scheduled March 12 at First
United Methodist Church, Portland; April 9 at Parkway
Presbyterian Church; and May 21 at Our Lady of Corpus
Christi retreat center.
• Men’s Walk #2010 is scheduled May 19-20.
Information: https://www.coastalbendemmaus.org

REMINDER:
If you or your family have not made
a financial pledge to St. John’s UMC
for 2022, please prayerfully consider
how you can support the church
and its ministries.
Make a call today to Barbara Benton,
church bookkeeper, at 991-4342, to
discuss the various ways available
to give an offering or a pledge.

Steeple Notes 7 February 2022

Church Leadership
Board To Meet
Tuesday, Feb. 15
The Leadership Board, comprised
of 12 church members elected by the
congregation, will meet for its monthly
meeting on Tuesday, February 15, at 6:30
p.m. at the church. Glenda Sanders
serves as chair.
On the agenda this month are discussions about the 2022 church budget,
revised job description for a children’s
ministry director, and other reports.
In addition to Glenda Sanders, others serving on the Leadership Board are
Janice Cagle, Wayne Carden, Benny
Cason (secretary), Bruce Francis, Chris
Garcia, Bruce Hamende, Ashley Boren
Hernandez, Adam Mathews, Pauline
Nguyen, Michael Shaffer, and Danna
Sharpe.
At the January meeting, xxx

The St. John’s Leadership Board at its January meeting.

Welcome to These New
Members on the
Leadership Board for 2022
Adam Mathews
Pauline Nguyen
Wayne Carden (no photo)
Ashley Boren Hernandez (no photo)

Adam Mathews

Pauline Nguyen

Church members are cordially invited to attend the meeting as guests and
observers. Questions about the agenda
can be directed to Glenda Sanders.

KEEPING IN TOUCH --Two of St. John’s UMC longtime
members would love to receive a
greeting or Valentine card from
you:
Mrs. Betty Sebring
Brookdale-Trinity Towers
Room 313
1021 North Upper Broadway
Corpus Christi, TX 78401
Recently moved to Austin:
Mrs. Dorothy Tullos
c/o Donna Wesling (daughter)
135 Sebastians Run
Austin, TX 78738

(Continued
Page 1)
Februaryfrom
6 Worship
Church members attending worship this Sunday are invited to
(Continued from Page 1)
take one or more gift bags and hand deliver them to the
homebound members, whose addresses appear on each bag.
Two adult Sunday School classes continue to meet on Sundays starting at 10:15 a.m. between the two worship services.
You’ll be cordially welcomed by the Seekers and by the CCI/
Friendship classes. (See related story on Page 9.)
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Fifth Sunday
Churchwide
Supper Draws
Happy Crowd!

THANK YOU
NOTES
To the Bereavement Team:
Thank you so much for the food and
meal supplies for my wife Phyllis’ reception at home following the funeral. The
family was thrilled with your generosity.
You truly showed our Lord’s love.
-- From the Tommy Busby Family

Tammy Tuttle and her mom JoAnn Holland

To SJUMC Members:
On behalf of the Armstrong family,
we thank you for remembering Bruce
throughout this past year on your
Prayer List. Bruce now rests safely in
the comforting arms of our Lord. His
efforts as CEO and your generous
support insure that the Wenholz
House and Wenholz Women’s House
will continue the mission — to help adults
in recovery regain dignity, find meaningful employment, live sober and productive lives, and reunify with family.
Thank you so much!
--Karen Armstrong, Tony Turner,
Jessica Ferrin, and Ginger FlewellingLeeds

Danna Sharpe, Robyn Cobb, and Mary
Jane Fox

PRAYERS
are needed for many St.
John’s church members and
friends. Please review the
names on the Prayer List on
Page 11 and remember them
by name in your prayers.

The potluck meal was plentiful, and
the 28 church members and friends
who attended the January 30 “Fifth
Sunday Supper” were happy to be
enjoying tasty dishes and fellowship
in the Community Life Building.
What was featured on the serving
table? Fried chicken, meatloaf, five
casseroles, fresh green beans, Spanish rice, four salads, and several
wondersul desserts.
Special thanks to JoAnn Holland for
furnishing table decorations! And
more special thanks to everyone who
participated.
The next Fifth Sunday churchwide
supper will be Sunday, May 29. Watch
for details and save the date!

Doug Nicholson, Carolyn Pence, Mary
Falwell, and Pastor Wade

Adult Sunday School Class Updates
* The Seekers Class is continuing its study begun several weeks ago and invites you to join them.
The class meets upstairs above Fellowship Hall at 10:15 a.m.
* The CCI and Friendship Classes have spent the past couple of weeks talking about current events
and sharing life experiences. This Sunday, that discussion will continue. Teacher Chris Garcia is
reviewing new study materials for Lent and plans to begin that study on March6, the first Sunday in
Lent. This class meets in the Conference Room in the Administration Building at 10:15 a.m. and
cordially welcomes you.
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A Farewell Note from Hollie Boehmer
Dear St. John's family,
2021 ended with a Bang for the Boehmer family! I, Hollie, "retired" on 11/30/
21, and Maisie married her long-time boyfriend/fiance, Frankie, at the end of
December. Now Scott and I are moving to Panama City, Panama, for a few years,
and then maybe somewhere else after that. We want to see more of the world
while we are "young" enough. But as Scott and I start our next adventure, I want Hollie and Scott Boehmer
to make sure you all know how much you have meant to our family.
in the Community Life Building
Scott and I grew up in Houston, he in the Presbyterian Church, and I in an
American Baptist church. So, it makes sense that our daughter Maisie is now a
Methodist! She was a student at Montclair Elementary school, and since we
lived so close, she attended many amazing Vacation Bible Schools with Sheryl
Calhoun. In her 4th or 5th grade year, Robyn Cobb sponsored a birding group
with Montclair, and the pastor of St. John's at that time (John Elford) drove the
group around in the St. John's van, on their search for birds. And lucky for
Maisie, Shelley Veit was her 5th grade teacher; and Betty Thompson was one of
her teachers in middle school.
All of this laid the foundation, because we finally committed to this wonderful
church completely, while Maisie was at Baker Middle School. You helped a
struggling, unhappy teenager find the joy in Jesus and a Christian family. In addi- Maisie Boehmer & Frankie Cortez, Jr.
tion to those already mentioned, I cannot thank Kim Bryce and Marcia Caravantes on their wedding day, December 27,
enough, for the support they gave Maisie with her singing in the choir and play- in San Antonio
ing trumpet.
I also grew in so many ways, with Kim Bryce's patience in allowing me to join the handbell choir, Pat Steinocher
asking me to manage/recruit the acolytes (and "oh, by the way", says Jerry Harrison, "that means you are on the
Worship Committee; we meet once a month,"), the Seekers Class being such wonderful mentors, and sweet Chris
Garcia, who continued to give me opportunities to leave my comfort zone (in the church pew), and be the liturgist a few
times.
I do not miss going to work every day. I do not miss being active with the Aggie Moms Club. I enjoyed them while
I was there, but their times have passed. I DO miss my church family.
I will miss weekly practices with my celestial bells (Leslie, Natalie, Bill, Jennifer, Diana, Carrie, Juliana, Michael,
Gabrielle, and Kim), hearing Marcia play the organ, the 11:17 band, Chris as Lay Leader welcoming me to the service,
Rick Darst starting the service with a chant, Wade and his tennis shoes, those amazing acolytes, the Seekers class,
Cathi Garza and her camera, UMM pancakes and fried fish parties, Bennie Cason as "Frank!" And I will especially miss
shaking hands and hugging you, my friends, every week.
Please feel free to email me
at hbaymer@gmail.com, or contact
Hollie Boehmer (blue
blouse) with Celestial
Scott and me through Facebook.
Bells members (l-r)
You have been wonderful, and you
Michael Shaffer,
have a place in my heart, forever.
With love, Hollie
(Note: Hollie and Scott arrived
safely in Panama City, Panama,
earlier this week.)

Gabrielle Shaffer, Kim
Bryce, Bill Shaffer,
Jennifer Francis
Ainsworth, Diana
Shaffer, Leslie Albrecht
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St. John’s UMC Prayer List
Grieving: Family of Bruce Armstrong; Family of Minh and Pauline
Nguyen on the death of Pauline’s father; Family of Phyllis Busby;
Family of Mark Daniels; Family of Charles Guerrero.
Hospitalized /Rehab: Jerry Harrison, Gary Schwartz, Clint Christel
At-Home: Rick Darst
Recovering at Home: Jan DeCovic (Pastor Wade’s mother)
Our Church
Our Nation’s Leaders
US Military
World Leadership
St. John’s CLC
All Teachers &
Students
CC Metro Ministries
Aliah
Charlie Bauer
Nick Bauer
Tyler and Melissa
Brownlee
Nancy Busby
Valerie Caldwell
Jeff Caravantes
Marcia Caravantes
Zach Cason

Rene Cervantes
Margo Chapman
Hadley & Heather
Christel
Tonja Claunch
Betty Collins
Norma Conyers
Deborah Crawford
Lina Crumpler
Dana D’Amore
Rick Darst and
Family
Julie & Carly Downey
Shelly Edwards
Jimmy Elam
Evelyn
William Everett
Anita Garza
Robert Garza

Janie Glasson
James Glover
Rick Haaker
Grant Haralson
Betty Jean Harrison
Marilyn Henderson
Russell Higgins
JoAnn Holland
Cindy Hopkins
Elene Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Ann Jordan
James McMinn
Judi and Kenneth
Oestreich
Roma Onwiler
Dolores Pace
Mick Pace
Mary Palmer

Debra Patterson
Scott Parker
Jenna Purdy &
Family
Dottie Ramella
Mary Lee Ress
Rilla Roots
Glenda & Charles
Sanders
Fay Sassman
Betty Sebring
Ivan & Lyneve Shaver
Tom Shearer
Suzy Shepard
Susan Skidmore
Jenny Skrobarczyk
Tana Smith
Patrick Taber
Charles Teas

Please pray for those on
our prayer list. If you
have someone whose
name you want to add or
remove, please call the
church office @ 361-9914342 or email Catherine
McRorey at the church,
catherine.sjmethodist
@gmail.com. Prayer
concerns will be removed
after 30 days unless staff
is notified to keep
individuals on the list.
Ashley Tomek
Ralph & Matthew
Torres
Marti Veith
Brad Vela
Kimbel Ward
Davris White
Sam & Sue Windsor
Harley Wilson & Family
Jeffery Zammiello
Roseanne Zammiello

Church Calendar at a Glance
FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 6--Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m., Holy Communion
Tuesday, February 8--11:17 Planning, Brainstorming session, 5:30 p.m., led by
Cathi Garza in the Community Life Building.
Sundays, February 13, 20, and 27-- Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Tuesday, February 15--Leadership Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, February 27-- 7 p.m., Thy Kingdom Come service, Fellowship Hall

MARCH
Tuesday, March 1---Election Day/Texas Primaries (see story on Page 5); be sure to vote!
Tuesday, March 1-- Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, sponsored by the United Methodist Men with
assistance from all church members, 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m., Community Life Building; tickets are $5 per
individual or $15 for family. Dine-in or pick-up. Call Robert Garza to volunteer your assistance.
Wednesday, March 2:-- Ash Wednesday service, 6 p.m., St. John’s Sanctuary
Sunday, March 6--Worship at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.; Holy Communion
Sunday, March 13--Second Sunday of Lent; Daylight Sav ing Time begins (‘spring forward”)
Tuesday, March 15-- Leadership Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sundays, March 20 and March 27: Third and fourth Sundays of Lent, worship services at 9 and 11:17 a.m.

APRIL
Sunday, April: 3: Fifth Sunday of Lent; Holy Communion served at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m. worship services.
Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday, worship services at both 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday service (time to be announced)
Friday, April 15: Good Friday service (time to be announced)
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday service; flowering of the cross

Steeple Notes 11 February 2022

FEBRUARY 2022
BIRTHDAYS

Mission: To help men grow in Christ, so others may know Christ.

St. John’s United
Methodist Men
Come and support the annual Pancake Supper on Shrove Tuesday, March 1, 2022, in the CLB (see artwork on Page 2). Other
activities this year include manning a water station on Saturday,
May 21, at the 2022 Beach to Bay Marathon, and planning a
golf outing sometime this year.
UMM held its installation ceremony on Feb. 3.
UMM plans to continue meeting every Wednesday at 7 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall, and invites all men to participate. For the time
being, bring your own breakfast fare!

UMM Card Ministry
The United Methodist Men will send a greeting card expressing appropriate
sentiments for birthdays, get well, condolences, etc.to all names and addresses
submitted to them. Access the SJUMC website and fill out the form. Robert and
Cathi Garza are helping send cards while Gary Schwartz, secretary, continues to
be treated in the Acute Care Center downtown.

https://www.sjmethodist.com/umm-card-request/

“Justice for All Immigrants” Office Being
Established at Coastal Bend UMC Office
A “Love Your Neighbor Luncheon” is scheduled February 10 to educate and
gain support for the ministry of “Justice for All Immigrants-Corpus Christi” (JFAI).
The Rev. Karen Boehk of the Coastal Bend District office said the mission of
the new ministry is to provide low-income individuals and families with affordable,
high quality immigration legal services and to engage in immigration education and
advocacy.

“People have lived in this country all their lives, and seeking documentation
was just not on their radar until the past few years,” Rev. Boehk said. “ Now they
live in fear everyday fearing they will get caught and deported to a c country
that would be as foreign to them as it would be for you and me. Such stress
takes its toll on the entire body mind, and spirit.”
She added that the JFAI ministry recently received a sizable grant from Methodist Healthcare Ministries. Additional funding is needed, and attorneys are
being interviewed so that the Corpus Christi office can begin serving individuals
and families soon JFAI is a Texas-based non-profit 501(c)3 immigration legal
services provider with offices in Houston, San Antonio, and Corpus Christi.
For more information, contact Rev. Karen Boehk at 412-581-2814 or at
ksboehk3@juno.com.
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1
3
6
8
9
10
11
14
15
18
19
21
22
25
26
27
28

Ann Smith
Randy Haaker
Connie Hahn, Joyce Hamende,
Mike Zammiello
Sharon Staiger
Holly Thompson
Chris Garcia
Bill Swope
Karen Carden, Christopher Veit
Roma Onwiler, Miles Pace
Richard Fischer, Jeanne Luker
Palmer Blue
JoAnn Holland
Hollie Boehmer, Xavier Steehler
Darron Bergstrom
Rhonda Sky-Eagle
Brendan Beard
Darlene Duncan, Michael
Jinnette

NOTE: If your name was omitted on
the birthday list, or if you see other
errors, please call Cathy McRorey at
the church, 991-4342.

Memorial Gifts
Financial gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in honor of family members, friends, and ministries are placed
in St. John’s UMC Memorial Funds. The
funds include Building, Choir, Youth,
Scholarship, Food Pantry, Worship,
Care/Concern/Bereavement
and
Undesignated for general church
needs. All gifts, in any amount, are
sincerely appreciated. Gifts may be
given anonymously, if desired.
In loving memory of Bruce Armstrong, an
undesignated gift from Ginger Flewelling-Leeds.
In loving memory of Ed and Elizabeth Betts, a
gift from Edward T. Betz.
In loving memory of Phyllis Busby, sister-in-law
of Nancy Busby, a gift to the Bereavement Fund
from Chris Garcia and a gift to the General
Fund from the CCI and Friendship Sunday
School classes.

“GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE”
Calling all blood donors!
Blood Drive--Sunday, February 13, 2022
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
St. John’s front parking lot
(Free t-shirt)
Call the Coastal Bend Blood Center
to make your appointment.
FAST FACTS:
1. The Blood Center relies on more than 30,000
altruistic individuals who annually serve as
volunteer donors.
2. Between 100-150 units of blood are needed
each day to sustain the blood supply needed for
patients in our area.
3. Donated red blood cells must be used within
42 days of collection; platelets must be used
within five days of collection; plasma can be frozen
and must be used within one year.

Update from St. John’s
United Methodist Women
Looking Ahead:
UMW Calendar Dates
Saturday, Feb. 12: Coastal Bend
District UMW Leadership Training and Info Fair, on Zoom,
9:30 a.m. to about noon; all
UMW members throughout the
area are cordially invited to
participate.

A group of St. John’s United Methodist Women met in early January in the
Community Life Building to continue planning for 2022 and to adopt a budget for
2022 that would benefit mission for women, youth, and children. Attendees included
Carole Salsberry, president; Chris Garcia, vice president; Mary Falwell, Suzy
Shepard, Louise Wagner, Danna Sharpe, Glenda Sanders, and Karen Van Kirk.
Members unable to attend included Anita Harris, Elaine Claunch Harpine, Nancy
Busby, Joyce Zimmerman. A treasurer and secretary are needed. If you have an
interest in serving, please contact Carole Salsberry.
UMW plans to hold its annual Call to Prayer and Self Denial in February or
March (date to be announced soon) to raise money for mission. The theme for
the hour-long program will be “Love, Justice and Service: Answering the Call.”
Other United Methodist Church units in the area will be invited to participate.
Attendees at the January meeting voiced enthusiasm to reprise a well-attended
event last held in 2019, a midday Saturday tea with a silent auction and special
program. Possible dates in August have been placed on the church calendar. Be
watching for more information.
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Warm Clothing Shared with Needy at Two Locations
Thanks to St. John’s members and their servant hearts,
several dozen clothing items, coats, and sweaters were shared
with several needy and/or homeless men and women. Gerri
Cason, Robyn Cobb, and Connie Hahn went to South Bluff Park in
the downtown area recently and served hot chocolate (with some
terrific marshmallows) and donuts -- a big hit!
Connie said, “There was a good group of people, around 15 to
20, and we passed out all the coats, hats, gloves, and other items
donated by church members. The folks were very grateful and
polite.”
The mission team said they promised to return to South Bluff
Park when they have more donations and would have a hot dog
cookout.
After the South Bluff Park stop, the St. John’s team took a bag
of donated items to the ladies at Wenholz House. Connie said
they were so excited to see the beautiful scarves made by Mary
Jane Fox, as well as gloves and socks!
Thank you, St. John’s members, for representing God’s love
with your generous donations. The warm clothing drive will continue. Call Connie Hahn if questions.

Additional donated clothing was taken to the
Mother Teresa Shelter, where Cathi Garza
and Connie Hahn posed with one of the
sisters.
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Looking Ahead to the Lenten Sermon Series
from Ash Wednesday (March 2) to Easter (April 17)
Good Enough: Embracing the Imperfections of Life and Faith

WHAT IS LENT?
Lent is a season of preparation
for the celebration of Easter. The
word Lent comes from the AngloSaxon lencten, which means
“spring,” the time of the lengthening of days. At first, Lent was a
time to prepare new converts for
baptism on Easter Eve. They
were taught the gospel message
and the Lord’s Prayer. They
prayed, fasted and did penance.
Eventually, Lent became a time of
reflection and self-examination.
In our busy, secular world, Lent
is a time of renewal, a time to
remember Jesus--to walk with
him in study, prayer, and service
to others, and to engage in both
personal & family worship as
well as worship as part of St.
John’s family of faith.
Be in worship on Ash Wednesday and every Sunday of Lent to
hear the spoken Word. Easter
Sunday is April 17.

We live in a culture bent on definitions of a good life as continuous upward mobility– climbing ladders of prosperity with increasingly fabulous experiences that we can
post to ever-more-likable social media accounts. We may comb the shelves of the selfhelp section in search of just the right formula to gain success. Perhaps we even
gravitate towards spiritual leaders who promise great rewards if we only do “the right
thing.” But life happens, right? Most times we are not moving upward but trying to repair
the rung we’ve just slipped from. So what if we stopped climbing and started fertilizing,
watering, and blooming right where we find ourselves?
Welcome to a Lent of affirming a faith in which we are blessed, regardless, and
where we can lean into embracing our “good enough” lives.
We are so pleased to be utilizing the devotional book, Good Enough: 40’ish
Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection, as the basis for our worship at St. John’s UMC
this Lent.
Each week we will be focusing on a concept from the book, and we invite you to
use it as a daily devotional, with the exception of Sundays (this is traditionally how the
“40 days of Lent” are calculated… and at some point you’ll find the Lenten Series
where there is one more, which makes it perfectly imperfect). Within each week, you
can read the listed devotions in any order, not just the order that they appear. If a title
catches your eye, trust that and go for it!
You may order the book through the Church office by calling Cathy McRorey at
361-991-4243.
Here is the schedule:
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 - Perfectionism is impossible. Transformation isn’t.
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
March 6, 2022 - First Sunday of Lent, Ordinary lives can be holy; Luke 4: 1-13
March 13, 2022 - Second Sunday of Lent, Outside of our control; Luke 13: 31-35
March 20, 2022 - Third Sunday of Lent, Alternative Medicine for the Spirit; Luke 13:1-9
March 27, 2022 - Fourth Sunday of Lent, We often believe we are the problem;
Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
April 3, 2022 - Fifth Sunday of Lent, We are fragile; John 12: 1-8
April 10, 2022 - Palm/Passion Sunday, You are a group project; Luke 19: 28-40
April 14, 2022 - Maundy Thursday, We are blessed, regardless; John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
April 15, 2022 - A Good (Enough) Friday, Even today, God is here and somehow, that is
good enough; John 18: 1-19; 42
April 17, 2022 - Easter Sunday, A Good Enough Faith; John 20: 1-18
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WEDNESDAY MORNING
BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, taught by longtime church
member Suzy Shepard, invites you to participate! The group
gathers at 11 a.m. in the church Conference Room for fellowship
and study. Beginning Feb. 2 and continuing for several weeks,
the class will study the Joyce Meyer book titled “Seven Things
That Steal Your Joy--Overcoming the Obstacles to Your Happiness.” Bring a light lunch with you to enjoy. If questions, please
call Suzy at 361-549-4336.

ONLINE WORSHIP
CONTINUES.
Join fellow worshippers on Sunday
mornings at 10:50 a.m. for the 11
a.m. online worship service. Great
sermon, beautiful music, and video
clips.
Tune in at 10:50 a.m. to enjoy online
chat with fellow church members and
friends near and far:

Interested in Playing Bridge or Learning To Play?
Check out the Tuesday Bridge group at St. John’s!

https://sjmethodist.online.church/ or
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC

Tuesdays, February 8, February 22, March 8
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Group meets in Room 1,
St. John’s UMC Administration Bldg.

Special thanks to Adam Mathews,
Pastor Wade, and others for their
work with on-line worship.

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
church office closed on Friday.

Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com;361-960-4021)
Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

FOOD PANTRY: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-Noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER (CLC): Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 about enrollment
or general information.

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian & Tonya Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodians
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Ben Seskin, Weekday Custodian
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

WORSHIP SERVICES: Two worship services every Sunday-Traditional service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Contemporary service at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month
at both services. Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal worship
service is held monthly on the second Sunday at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United Methodist
Church, is emailed to members and guests as a PDF document and is
published on the church website and Facebook. Printed copies are
also available at the church. Deadline for the March February 25.
Editor: Chris Garcia, 991-2784 or 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com

st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
www.sjmethodist.com
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
https://twitter.com/stjohnmethodist
https://www.instagram.com/sjmethodist/
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