A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!

STEEPLE NOTES
JANUARY 2022

St. John’s UMC Earns “Five-Star” Recognition
For the first time in several years, St. John's has earned recognition as a "Five-Star Church" for paying 100% of
its Apportionments plus five designated Missional gifts. The assigned apportionments from the Rio Texas Conference
for the 2021 calendar year totalled $47,939. As of early November, St. John's had only paid about half of the amount.
Heartfelt thanks to everyone in St. John's community of faith for their loving and sacrificial giving to help reach the
goal through the Thanksgiving and Christmas Miracle offerings and other special gifts.
The five Missional gifts credited to St. John's UMC for the "Five-Star" recognition included Wings of the Morning
(medical air transport) in the Congo (international mission); UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) which
responds to disasters in the US and throughout the world, i.e. Hurricane Harvey, earthquake in Haiti; Homelessness
(Continued on Page 14)

Covenant Renewal Service
This Sunday, January 2
New Sermon Series Begins January 9

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE--Robin Blue, Marti
Veith, and Benny Cason provided beautiful music on
Christmas Eve at the 6 p.m. family worship service in the
Community Life Building. More than 170 worshippers and
guests were in attendance at the three services that were
held at St. John’s UMC in the CLB and Sanctuary. All three
services featured candlelight, carols, and communion.

You are invited to welcome the New Year by attending a
combined worship service this Sunday, January 2, at 10 a.m.
in the Community Life Building (CLB). Holy Communion will
be included in the Covenant Renewal Service, and the Christmas hymn “We Three Kings of Orient Are” will be sung to
remember Epiphany Sunday as the time the three Wise Men
from the East arrived to pay homage to Baby Jesus.
Pastor Wade Lindstrom will lead this very meaningful
worship service with special music and liturgy. A communion
rail offering will benefit the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Please
be present, and invite friends and family to join you.
No Sunday school classes will be held this Sunday, but
Sunday School will resume on January 9.
On Sunday, January 9, Pastor Wade will begin a new
sermon series titled “What Would Jesus Know?” See Pastor
Wade’s pastoral column on Page 2 with details. Worship
services will be held at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary (Traditional)
and at 11:17 a.m. in the CLB (Contemporary).

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Church Hours Expanded: Effective this coming week, January 3, St. John’s office will be open Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The change, approved by the Leadership Board in December,
reflects three additional hours on Thursday for Cathy McRorey, administrative assistant. Cathy’s hourly wage
also was increased by the Leadership Board at its December 14 meeting.
Church Office To Be Closed on Monday, January 17: The church office will observe the Martin Luther
King, Jr. national holiday. Schools also will be closed, as well as banks and municipal and county offices.

A Message from Our Pastor
Welcoming In the New Year
Happy New Year! What a
whirlwind we have just experienced
with the Advent and Christmas season
and all that came with that at home and
here at St. John’s United Methodist
Church.
I am so grateful to all of you for
your contributions to the Christmas
Miracle Offering that helped us to make
an impact to causes and missional
efforts all over the world.
Because of your gifts and a portion
of a legacy gift given by beloved and
longtime member, Evalynn Bunk, we
were able to pay 100% of our 2021
apportioned giving toward those causes
and shared costs. After many years of
coming up short on those things, St.
John’s UMC is grateful to have made
that significant step.
I hope you make plans to join us
this Sunday, January 2, 2022, at a New
Year ’s Covenant Service in our
Community Life Building. The service
will include communion and time to
reflect on our commitments to ourselves
and to God, sing, and welcome one
another to 2022.

The following week on Sunday,
January 9, we will resume our regular
worship schedule and begin a new
sermon series.
You may remember the popular
slogan from the 1990’s, “What Would
Jesus Do?” or the popular WWJD
bracelets.
Many individuals and churches
have used those slogans as guides for
behavior or as a standard for living.
In this new sermon series, St.
John’s family of faith will explore
another question that might be just as
important, if not more, “What Would
Jesus Know?”
When we look at all the questions
Jesus was asked in the Bible, you might
notice that Jesus’ answers often
included direct quotes from the
Hebrew Scriptures, or what we call the
Old Testament.
Our sermon series for the New
Year is called WWJK (What Would
Jesus Know?). We will consider some
of the hard questions that were asked

of Jesus and how he answered those
questions. We can learn much from
what Jesus knew and what he did if we
are serious about learning what Jesus
knew!
We will continue to have in-person
worship services at 9:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary and 11:17 a.m. in the
Community Life Building. Our online
prerecorded service which began in
April 2020 will continue at 11 a.m. each
Sunday. Please go to this address:
www.sjmethodist.online.church.
Members and guests can always
access new and past online services on
our St. John’s UMC YouTube page.
If you have been missing from
worship, this new year is a great time
to re-commit and to bless us with your
presence. In every case through
everything we experience, there is a
loving God who joins us in worship and
in life and that through our shared
relationship with God and through Jesus
Christ, and our church family, we are
never alone.

2022 Special Offering Sundays
The United Methodist Church calendar shows six Special
Offering Sundays designated for missional giving during
2022. They include:

Looking Ahead:
The Celestial Bells, an outstanding
group of bell ringers under the
direction of Traditional Music
Director Kim Bryce, will play on
Sunday, January 16, during the
9 a.m. traditional worship service.

January 16---Human Relations Day
March 27—UMCOR Sunday (United Methodist Committee
on Relief)
May 1—Native American Ministries Sunday
June 12—Peace with Justice Sunday
October 2—World Communion Sunday
November 27—United Methodist Student Day
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Poinsettia Plants Placed in Both Worship Areas
GIVEN BY...

IN LOVING MEMORY OF…

Leslie Albrecht

Frank and Margaret Earle

Nancy Busby

Charles and Lola Mae Busby (parents) and
Wayne, Jane, and James Busby (Siblings)

Darlene Duncan

E. L. Duncan, Jr.

Kathryn Heslep

Jim Heslep

The Glover Family

The Glover Family, Watt’s Family,
and McGlothin Family

Jean Shivers

Marcus Jerrel Shivers

Louise Wagner

Ben Wagner (husband) and
Carole Knoy (daughter)

Joyce T. Zimmerman

John A. Zimmerman

GIVEN BY…

IN HONOR OF…

Leslie Albrecht

F.L.O.C.K., Melanie and Natalie Albrecht

Jess & Robin Blue

Our Children, Mary Elizabeth and Palmer Blue

Ginger Flewelling-Leeds

Dawn Gordon (my amazing niece)

Gail B. Reid

Alexandra Reid

Betty & Bryan Thompson

Our children, their spouses, and our
grandchildren

GIVEN BY…

IN CELEBRATION OF…

John & Judi Edwards

Our Children, Grandchildren, and
Great-Grandchildren

Chris Garcia

Celebrating the faithfulness of the CCI and
Friendship Sunday School Classes

Carolyn Pence

Charlie Vyskocil (grandson)

Jean Shivers

Life with Christ

Betty & Bryan Thompson

Our 51st Wedding Anniversary
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Save the Date--Sunday, January 30

Let’s All Gather at the
5th Sunday All-Church
Potluck Supper
It’s been about two years since St. John’s UMC
enjoyed a 5th Sunday churchwide potluck supper or
any other churchwide fellowship activity....but there’s
great news! An event is planned! Save the date of
Sunday, January 30, from 5:30-7 p.m. in the Community Life Building.
Gathering time and food dishes arrival time is 5:15
p.m. Good food, good company! Everyone is invited.
To have a good selection of food dishes, please
consider the following:
Last names beginning A through I: Meat or
Casserole.
Last names beginning J through R: Salads or
Vegetables.
Last names beginning S through Z: Desserts
Remember that other food items are always appreciated as well, in case you are
not up to cooking or food preparation.....consider bringing a loaf of bread, a cheese
and cracker tray, a large clump of grapes or other fresh fruit that can be placed on
a tray, a cheeseball, a cheese pizza for the kiddos, a liter of your favorite soft drink
to share with others. Let’s enjoy this time of fellowship!

St. John’s UMC Food Pantry News
How do you serve so many families from the St. John’s Food Pantry
on just $130.40 in 2021? The answer? Through generous donations
of food from YOU as well as special grants received. Thank you to
everyone who donated food for our pantry, as well as those who have
given cash gifts.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROUS SUPPORT
DURING 2021! OUR FOOD
PANTRY IS A BLESSING
FOR THOSE IN NEED.

As we only spent $1,925.55 on food in 2020, and $130.40 on food in
2021, this means we have funds set aside to help families in need in
2022!
Thanks to everyone who supported this mission this year... especially
our Food Pantry volunteers Gerri Cason, Karen Felts, and Willard
Haskell for their continued gifts of time on Wednesdays and
Thursdays.
For the month of January, the St. John’s Food Pantry could use the
following items:
Canned tuna
Canned soup
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United Methodists Committed To Protecting Youth In Light
of Boy Scouts of America’s Pending Bankruptcy Proceedings
December 21, 2021
United Methodist leaders have
reached a settlement in the matter of
the Boy Scouts of America’s (BSA)
pending bankruptcy proceedings. Upon
final court approval, the settlement would
resolve any claims of sexual abuse that
may have occurred in congregationsponsored Scouting programs.
Under the terms of the settlement,
United Methodists would raise and give
$30 million over a three-year period into
a fund that will be utilized to compensate survivors, and United Methodist
congregations that charter Scout troops
and packs would be released from all
abuse claims involving Scouting activities. A team has been formed to identify
strategies and materials that may be used
to raise the funds. The church would also
agree to work for the healing of survivors and recommit to work toward ending sexual abuse of young people.
Through the General Commission on
United Methodist Men, United Methodists will work with the BSA to continue
to ensure Scout safety and grow Scouting ministry as part of its mandate
through The Book of Discipline.
Bishop John Schol, chair of the
UMC leadership team created to support the United Methodist chartering
organizations in the bankruptcy matter,
said, “We are sorry for what occurred
and are praying for all those who experienced harm through Scouting activities.
We are committed to the protection of
children and youth, and the United Methodist Council of Bishops will be working
with the church, the Survivor Working
Group and BSA to address policies, programs, and procedures in order to keep
Scouts safe from abuse.”
The settlement follows months of
mediation by an Ad Hoc committee of
bishops, chancellors and general agency
employees that has been advocating for
United Methodist interests.

“I want to thank everyone who has
been working through the mediation
process for the healing and just resolution of the survivors,” said Bishop Schol.
“Our settlement agreement has the support of both the BSA and the Coalition
of Abused Scouts for Justice.”
The United Methodist Church has
long worked proactively to prevent child
abuse. The percentage of claims in the
last 20 years potentially related to United
Methodist congregations’-sponsored
scouting units is less than 1 percent of
all UMC claims.
Under the terms of the agreement,
denomination leaders will intensify
efforts to prevent and raise awareness
of child sexual abuse.
The Council of Bishops of The
United Methodist Church has committed to lead the church in carrying out
the following:
• Work with all United Methodists to
raise funds for the Survivor Trust Fund.
• Tell the story of harm done to survivors through a series of articles to be
published by the denomination and by
each U.S. annual conference to draw
attention to child sexual abuse and call
upon the church to be vigilant in working to prevent child sexual abuse in
churches, homes and the community.
• Carry out a denomination-wide review of all Safe Sanctuaries and other
policies to safeguard young people from
sexual abuse and update policies as necessary and ensure the policies are being
followed.
• Provide opportunities for sexual
abuse survivors to share their experiences with United Methodist leadership
if they choose to do so.
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In a special called Zoom
meeting by the St. John’s
UMC Leadership Board
recently, Benny Cason
offered this motion, which
was seconded by Chris
Garcia, and approved:
“With regard to the abuse
claims against the Boy
Scouts of America and
their pending bankruptcy,
the ad hoc committee for
the United Methodist
Church has proposed a
settlement with the BSA
and has recommended
that St. John’s UMC
approve that proposal.”

• Work with all United Methodist
ministries and with the Boy Scouts of
America to continue to make programs
safe for all young people.
• Provide leadership to help all BSA
chartering organizations to make a $100
million contribution to the Survivor Trust
Fund.
• Participate as a member of the Survivors Working Group

W.B. Ray High School Concert Choir
Blesses St. John’s & Community
With December 9 Holiday Performances

Ray HS Choir Director Kim
Bryce has brought his Choir
members to St. John’s
Sanctuary for their rehearsal
for more than 30 years.
Through the years, we have
been blessed with both
sacred and seasonal music
selections.

The evening performance on December 9 in the
St. John’s Sanctuary had a full house of family
members and community members.

MEAL SERVED TO THE RAY CHOIR
St. John’s was honored to prepare and serve lunch to the
47 choir members, two bus drivers, and three staff members
following the Dec. 9 rehearsal in the Sanctuary. Special thanks
to Gerri Cason, Connie Hahn, Robyn Cobb, Carolyn Pence and
other church folks for their assistance with the meal--lasagna,
green salad, French bread, cookies, and mints.
Pictured are (far right):
Robyn Cobb, Carolyn Pence,
Connie Hahn and the plates;
(at right) Gerri Cason snapped
this selfie with Robyn and Connie.
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LOOKING AHEAD
TO LENT & EASTER
Tuesday, March 1: Fat Tuesday/Shrove
Tuesday; United Methodist Men are
planning the annual Pancake
Supper; watch for details.
Wednesday, March 2: Ash Wednesday
Sunday, March 6: First Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 13: Second Sunday of
Lent; Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sunday, March 20: Third Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 27: Fourth Sunday of Lent
Sunday, April 3: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday
Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday
Friday, April 15: Good Friday
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday

Plan to attend Thy Kingdom Come
Heavy Metal Service; 7 p.m., Second
Sunday of the Month in Fellowship
Hall.
Sunday, January 9, 2022

Did you know you can use your IRA RMD to make
a contribution directly to your church?
What many retirees don't know is they can donate all, or a portion of, their required minimum distribution (RMD) directly to
charity. It's called a qualified charitable distribution or QCD. This is a great way to make contributions for your favorite charities.
Qualified charitable distributions do not provide a charitable deduction for taxpayers, regardless of whether you itemize
deductions. Instead, with a qualified charitable distribution, a check is sent directly from an IRA to charity. This allows the donor
to exclude the amount from taxable income. This is a great way to take your annual RMD without being subject income taxes and
support your favorite causes.
Below are additional considerations for making a charitable contribution directly from your IRA.
•
•
•
•

RMDs can push retirees into a higher tax bracket. Since distributions are ordinary taxable income, it can push some retirees
into a higher marginal tax bracket.
Medicare surtax. Required minimum distributions also increase the taxpayer's modified adjusted gross income, or MAGI,
which could trigger the 3.8% Medicare surtax. The surtax applies to the lesser of net investment income or MAGI in excess
of $200,000 for individuals or $250,000 for married couples filing jointly.
Taxing Social Security. Even modest withdrawals from a retirement account can cause Social Security benefits to become
taxable, up to 85% for single filers with income above $34,000 annually or married couples with income above $44,000.
Medicare Part B and D premiums are calculated using a taxpayer's MAGI from the prior, prior year. So large RMDs can cause
sharp increases to your Medicare costs, with the wealthiest taxpayers shouldering up to 80% of the cost.

If you have any questions regarding making a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA, please feel free to contact me:
---Darron Bergstrom. Leadership Board Financial Chair
Please note: This information was provided from a recent
Forbes article dated August 23, 2021.
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Remembering 2021 Advent, Christmas Eve

(Above and clockwise)
Christmas Eve Candlelight services in the
Sanctuary and Community Life Building; Marti
Veith and daughter
Camille sing a duet at
the Dec. 12 traditional
service; Pastor Wade
welcomes the Christmas
Eve congregation to
celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child; lighted
Nativity in the CLB;
Pastor Wade uses a box
to illustrate the
children’s message.
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(Above and clockwise)
Liturgist Carrie Darst leads
the Call to Worship; Leslie
Albrecht and organist
Marcia Caravantes play
music for the offertory; Judi
Edwards asks for volunteers to deliver homebound gift bags; Camille
and Marti Veith with
guitarist Robin Blue.

CHURCH MEETINGS ON THE CALENDAR:
Tuesday, January 11: Meeting of the St. John’s Foundation Board, 6:30 p.m.
Conference Room (FMI: Darron Bergstrom)
Tuesday, January 18: Monthly Meeting of the Leadership Board, 6:30 p.m.,
Conference Room. Church members are invited to attend.
(FMI: Glenda Sanders, chair)
Tuesday, February 1: Meeting of the Traditional Worship Team, 6:30 p.m.,
Conference Room (FMI: Chris Garcia, chair); open to all interested
church members who want to learn more about worship service and
Communion preparations & planning for 2022 Lent and Easter season.
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Seekers Class Enjoys Holiday Season Fellowship
The Seekers Sunday
School Class, which was
formed in the mid-1980s
by Wilson Calhoun,
remains a dynamic group
at St. John’s UMC.
Members regularly plan
social and fellowship
activities, including last
month’s Progressive
Supper and the Ladies’
Birthday meals at local
restaurants, but also focus
on coordinating mission
projects for the entire
church. Special thanks to
Cathi Garza for providing
these group photos!

The Seekers Sunday School class gathered on December 18 for the holiday party.

The Seekers Sunday
School Class is continuing its study using “The
Book of Joy,” and welcomes new folks at any
time. The group meets in
an upstairs classroom
near Fellowship Hall but
rumor has it they hope to
move to a first-floor
classroom soon!

Attendees at the ladies’ December birthday gathering included Dana Pallotti, Connie Hahn,
Marianne Robert, Cathi Garza, Danna Sharpe, Joyce Hamende, Gerri Cason, Hollie Boehmer,
Marti Veith, Robyn Cobb, and Glenda Sanders.

CCI & Friendship Adult Sunday School Classes Merge
Two of St. John’s “oldest” Sunday School classes (the CCI class formed in the early 1980s and the Friendship
Class that began meeting in 1957, shortly after St. John’s was established) have officially decided to merge. Class
members decided recently to claim the Conference Room as its Sunday School meeting site, vacating Room 1 in
the Administration Building.
The class had moved from its upstairs classroom near the Prayer Chapel/Sanctuary into Room 1 in 1986 when
the current Administration Building was built. Chris Garcia and Nancy Busby are looking forward to sharing
teaching duties. Two recent studies included the Book of Acts and “Journey to Bethlehem” Advent focus. A new
study will begin in mid-January.
Come join us if you have been thinking about getting involved in a Sunday School Class. We meet from 10:15
a.m.-11:10 a.m. every Sunday and would welcome you warmly!
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FLOCK News and Photos
By Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

It has been a busy year for our student ministry Flock. Due to
Covid we didn’t get to do some of the things we normally do
but everyone seemed to keep busy nonetheless. We had
members participating in school performances, football
games, worship services, decorating, helping with projects,
and in performances outside of school as well. It seems that a
lot more of our group have part-time jobs now too. We even
had one member graduate high school a semester early.

Group picture at the Christmas party...even Kobe
joined the fun.

To round out our year. we had plans to attend an Ice Rays
Hockey game on December 30 and hold our annual New Year’s
Eve lock-in on December 31. We had a wonderful Christmas
party at Pastor Wade’s house on December 12. We’re looking
forward to a hopefully more “normal” spring semester. Here
are some photos of various events.

Natalie Albrecht and Daniel Lindstrom helped fill
some of the bags of food for the Veterans’ Luncheon.

How often do you
get picked up by a
fire truck?

Malia Shomaker as Emily in Harbor
Playhouse’s “A Christmas Carol”; her
mom and an avid youth
program supporter,
Stefani Shomaker,
starred as Mrs. Fizzywig.

Natalie decorated
the table behind
the organ and also
styledthe Nativity
which was donated
by the Crumpler
family.
Student Ministry Flock helped
decorate the Sanctuary for Advent.
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A Whole Lot of Repairing and
Cleaning for CLC and Church!
Maintenance, repairs,
and cleaning efforts at
the church are often
not visible to the
congregation, but
during December,
several actions were
accomplished.
Outside lights were
replaced free at the
front sidewalk by
Major Electric Co.;
the CLB kitchen floor
and adjacent hallway,
bathroom and nursery floors were
cleaned by ChemPro Carpet Cleaning
LLC and owner Jose Trejo; and roofing
repairs were completed in an area between the CLC building and the Administration Building, visible from the patio. In
addition, CLC replaced several toilets.

Church Leadership
Board To Meet
Tuesday, Jan. 18
The Leadership Board, comprised
of 12 church members elected by the
congregation last May, is welcoming
three new members to the Board:
Wayne Carden, Adam Mathews, and
Pauline Nguyen. They will replace
Robyn Cobb, Darron Bergstrom, Bryan
Thompson, and Malia Schomaker who
have completed their one-year terms.
The Leadership Board will meet on
Tuesday, January 18, at 6:30 p.m. at the
church for its monthly meeting.
Glenda Sanders serves as chair.
Other members of the Board, in addition to those noted above, are Bruce
Francis, Chris Garcia, Janice Cagle,
Benny Cason, Danna Sharpe, Bruce
Hamende, and Michael Shaffer.
Church members are cordially invited to attend the meeting as guests and
observers. Questions about the agenda
can be directed to Glenda Sanders.

Another project finally completed after a long delay (no
photo is available) was paving
repairs to the church’s back
parking lot. That repair was
underwritten by St. John’s
Foundation through a request
from the church trustees.

APPLAUSE, PLEASE!!
THANKS to church member Connie Hahn for requesting bids and overseeing
the floor cleaning! Connie has also spent several hours over the past three
months organizing kitchen pantry supplies and serving dishes stored on
shelving located opposite the sinks. If you brought a dish or tray to a
previous fellowship event and never claimed it, please do so immediately!
Connie plans to donate all unclaimed dishes to the Heart and Soul Resale
Shop soon..
THANKS to Barbara Benton, St. John’s Bookkeeper, and Cathy McRorey,
Administrative Assistant, for snapping these photos!
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JANUARY 2022
BIRTHDAYS
1
2
8
9
10
11
12
14
15
17
22
28
29
30
31

Lina Crumpler, Chris Staiger
Jake Patton
Harold Onwiler, Joyce
Zimmerman
Sarah Carter, John Edwards
John Thurston
Avery Nisbet
Kara Hahn, Patrick Taber
Brenda Glover, Glenda Sanders
Kyla Beard, Robin Blue,
Daniel Lindstrom, Madison
Phillips
Eric Schwartz
Pam Glover, Ashley Steehler
Bruce Francis, Mable Pippin,
William Straub
Judi Edwards
David Shaffer
Elene Johnson

If you are missing from this birthday
list or if you see any errors in the
listing, please call the church office
at 991-4342.

St. John’s UMC Prayer List
Grieving: Family of Leonard Hahn (father of Carole Salsberry); Long/
Lester Family on death of Shirley Long
Hospitalized or Rehab: Gary Schwartz, Dorothy Tullos, Clint Christel
Recovering at Home: Rick Darst, Frank Olevitch, Marilyn Henderson,
Jan DeCovic (Pastor Wade’s mother), Iris Brayton (Louise Wagner’s
cousin)
Our Church
Our Nation’s Leaders
US Military
World Leadership
St. John’s CLC
All Teachers &
Students
CC Metro Ministries
Bruce Armstrong of
Wenholz House
Nick Bauer
Tyler and Melissa
Brownlee
Nancy Busby
Phyllis Busby
Valerie Caldwell
Jeff Caravantes
Marcia Caravantes

Rene Cervantes
Margo Chapman
Norma Conyers
Lina Crumpler
Dana D’Amore
Anita Garza
Robert Garza
Grant Haralson
Russell Higgins
JoAnn Holland
Elene Johnson
Phyllis Jones
Ann Jordan
Aundrea Montuori
Keim (Glenda
Sanders’ niece)
Anna Matt
James McMinn

Judi and Kenneth
Oestreich
Roma Onwiler
Dolores Pace
Mary Palmer
Debra Patterson
Jenna Purdy &
Family
Dottie Ramella
Mary Lee Ress
Rilla Roots
Charles Sanders
Fay Sassman
Betty Sebring
Ivan & Lyneve Shaver
Tom Shearer
Suzy Shepard
Patrick Taber

Charles Teas
Ashley Tomek (Chris
Garcia’s
granddaughter)

Kimbel Ward
Davris White
Sam & Sue Windsor
Doug and Sharon
Winnek
Harley Wilson (Jean
Shiver’s brother-inlaw)
Jeffery Zammiello
Roseanne Zammiello

Please pray for those on
our prayer list. If you
have someone whose
name you want to add or
remove, please call the
church office @ 361-9914342 or email Catherine
McRorey at the church,
catherine.sjmethodist
@gmail.com. Prayer
concerns will be removed
after 30 days unless staff
is notified to keep
individuals on the list.

Church Calendar at a Glance
DECEMBER
Friday, Dec. 31----Lock-in for Youth (Leslie Albrecht)
JANUARY
Saturday, Jan. 1---HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Sunday, Jan. 2--Combined worship service, 10 a.m., Community Life Building;
Covenant Renewal Service, Communion
Sunday, Jan. 2--Following worship, helpers needed to “undecorate” the Sanctuary!
Wednesday, Jan. 5: United Methodist Men breakfast meeting in Fellowship Hall, 7 a.m.
(every Wednesday during the month)
Sunday, Jan. 9--Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 11--St. John’s Foundation Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 16--Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan. 18-- 6:30 p.m. Leadership Board Meeting, Conference Room.
Saturday, Jan. 22 or Saturday, Jan. 29---(to be determined) Mini-Retreat for 2022
Leadership Board, Fellowship Hall
Sunday, Jan. 23-- Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 30-- Worship services at 9 a.m. and 11:;17 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 30--Sunday All-Church Potluck Supper, 5:30 p.m., Community
Life Building; everyone invited! Bring your favorite food dish!
FEBRUARY
Tuesday, Feb. 1-- Traditional Worship Team Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Conference Room.
Sunday, Feb. 6--Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 11:17 a.m., with Communion served.

Pastor Wade Lindstrom consulted with
member Scott Boehmer on December 18
about the Sanctuary’s sound board and
determined that it couldn’t be repaired.
As luck would have it, Pastor Wade located a
used sound board at a local music store
and it was installed a few days later.

See Lent 2022 Calendar on Page 7
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Mission: To help men grow in Christ, so others may know Christ.

St. John’s United
Methodist Men
United Methodist Men officers elected recently for 2022 include
Robert Garza, president; Bryan Thompson, vice president;
Gary Schwartz, secretary; and Darron Bergstrom, treasurer.
Special thanks to Jim Falwell who served as VP during 2021.
Plans for 2022 include the annual “all you can eat” Pancake
Supper on Shrove Tuesday, March 1, 2022, in the CLB, manning
a water station on Saturday, May 21, at the 2022 Beach to Bay
Marathon, and planning a golf outing. UMM plans to continue
meeting every Wednesday at 7 a.m. in Fellowship Hall, and
invites all men to participate. For the time being, bring your own
breakfast fare!

UMM Card Ministry
The United Methodist Men will send a greeting card expressing appropriate
sentiments for birthdays, get well, condolences, etc.to all names and addresses
submitted to them. Access the SJUMC website and fill out the form. Gary
Schwartz, Secretary, handles all correspondence.

https://www.sjmethodist.com/umm-card-request/

THANK YOU,
SHARON WINNEK!

Sharon Winnek, CLC staff

A huge shout out and thank
you to Sharon Winnek. Sharon
started work at the Children’s
Learning Center (CLC) in
August 2015 and has been a
wonderful asset to both the
church and the school. Sharon
retired in December to spend
more time with her husband
and family. St. John’s wishes
her all the best and we know
she will be greatly missed by
staff and kids alike. Thank you,
Sharon, for your years of
service and dedication to the
Children’s Learning Center.
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FIVE-STAR CHURCH
STATUS ACHIEVED!
(Continued from Page 1)
USA (National Advance Special);
Corpus Christi Metro Ministries (District Advance Special); and Anna Troy,
Missionary from South Texas serving in
West Virginia (Missionary Support).
The final report on Apportionments
giving, which was expected to include
funds from the late Evalynn Bunk's
unrestricted gift to St. John's, will be
presented at the Leadership Board
meeting on Tuesday, January 18.
Church members are cordially
invited to attend all monthly Leadership
Board meetings as guests.
The January 18 meeting will be at
6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.
Glenda Sanders serves as chair.

Memorial Gifts
Financial gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in honor of family members, friends, and ministries are placed
in St. John’s UMC Memorial Funds. The
funds include Building, Choir, Youth,
Scholarship, Food Pantry, Worship,
Care/Concern/Bereavement
and
Undesignated for general church
needs. All gifts, in any amount, are sincerely appreciated. Gifts may be given
anonymously, if desired.
In honor of Bruce and Debi Francis, Rev. Wade
Lindstrom, Dr. Gaylord & Sue Hoyt, Ginger
Flewelling-Leeds, and Richard & Chris Garcia,
an anonymous gift was received.
In memory of Mary Lee Woodson, sister of
Suzy Sherpard, an anonymous gift was
received.
In celebration of St. John’s laity, choir members,
nursery staff, Celestial Bells, soloists, and
musicians who made every Advent and
Christmas Eve service memorable, a gift from
Chris Garcia to the Worship fund.

Update from St. John’s
United Methodist Women
Looking Ahead:
UMW Calendar Dates
Jan. 7-8, 2022: Rio Texas UMW
Leadership Team Meeting in San
Antonio; for Conference officers
and District Presidents.
Jan. 22-25, UMW Rio Conference
Legislative Event, in Austin
(both in-person and virtual);
Holiday Inn-Midtown Austin;
Register for in-person by Jan. 16.
For more information, go to
information@umwriotexas.org

St.. John’s UMW unit plans to schedule a January meeting to focus on 2022
planning, fund raising, election of officers; and approval of a 2022 budget. Be
watching for information about the January meeting. Currently serving as president
and vice president, respectively, are Carole Salsberry and Chris Garcia. The unit
hopes to confirm other officers, including a treasurer, secretary, Reading Program
chair, and Spiritual Growth chair.
All women--of any age--are invited to join or support St. John’s UMW, whose
vision is “Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children,
and youth around the world.” UMW was organized more than 154 years ago and
is a respected worldwide organization dedicated to mission.
UMW members are encouraged to make a quarterly pledge during each calendar
year that will support the unit’s pledge to mission to the Coastal Bend District and
the Rio Texas Conference. The pledge for 2022 is $1,500.
In other news, the Coastal Bend District UMW announced this week that
through generous gifts from the active units in our District, its $20,000 goal for
2021 was reached.Carole Salsberry and Chris Garcia both serve on the District
UMW Board.

ENGAGE IN MINISTRY!
All church members and guests, whatever your
age, are needed to serve on Ministry Teams to
accomplish church goals and ensure successful
activities that make our church special, engaged
in ministry, and serving God with our various gifts,
talents, and interests.

Feb. 12: Coastal Bend District
UMW Leadership Training, at
FUMC Goliad. More details to
come.

YEAR-END GIVING STATEMENTS
Dear Church Members and Friends:
All 2021 contributions to St. John’s for the year 2021 were due
in the church office on Friday, December 31, and will be
reflected in the 2021 year-end giving statement. The tentative
mailing date by the church for 2021 year-end giving statements
is January 10, 2022.
If you do not receive your 2021 year-end giving statement by
January 17, 2022, please contact Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper,
or Cathy McRorey in the church office to request a duplicate

Some teams that are already active (but need
more members) include the Building and Landscaping team, the Kitchen team, the Care &
Concern/Bereavement team, the traditional and
contemporary worship teams, and the offering
counters’ team.
Other teams active in the past and needed in 2021
(but are not organized yet) include Mission &
Outreach team, Scholarship team, Hospitality and
Special Events team, Website/Social Media team,
Children’s Ministry team, and Youth Ministry
team. Chairmen are needed!
A new team needed by Trustees would utilize
individuals who have their own tools and like to do
small repairs around the church. Contact Bruce
Hamende about this special team.

Where do you see yourself serving?
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As we welcome this new year,
St. John’s UMC lifts up prayers
for each individual and
each family unit in our
community of faith.
We pray for a return to
normalcy, restoration to wellness for
many in our congregation, peace of
mind, a more peaceful and just
world, and a renewed sense of
belonging. May God bless each of
us so that we can be a blessing to
others. HAPPY NEW YEAR!

ONLINE WORSHIP
CONTINUES.
Join fellow worshippers on Sunday
mornings at 10:50 a.m. for the 11
a.m. online worship service. Great
sermon, beautiful music, and video
clips.
Tune in at 10:50 a.m. to enjoy online
chat with fellow church members and
friends near and far:

Interested in Playing Bridge or Learning To Play?
Check out the Tuesday Bridge group at St. John’s!
Tuesdays, January 11 and 25;
12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Group meets in Room 1,
St. John’s UMC Administration Bldg.

https://sjmethodist.online.church/ or
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
Special thanks to Adam Mathews,
Pastor Wade, and others for their
work with on-line worship.

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
OFFICE HOURS: Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.;
church office closed on Friday.

Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com;361-960-4021)
Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

FOOD PANTRY: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-Noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER (CLC): Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m. Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 about enrollment
or general information.

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian & Tonya Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodians
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Ben Seskin, Weekday Custodian
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

WORSHIP SERVICES: Two worship services every Sunday-Traditional service at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary and Contemporary service at 11:17 a.m. in the Community Life Building.
Holy Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month
at both services. Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal worship
service is held monthly on the second Sunday at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United Methodist
Church, is emailed to members and guests as a PDF document and is
published on the church website and Facebook. Printed copies are
also available at the church. Deadline for the February 2022 issue is
Friday, January 28. Editor: Chris Garcia, 991-2784 or 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com

st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
www.sjmethodist.com
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
https://twitter.com/stjohnmethodist
https://www.instagram.com/sjmethodist/
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