A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!
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Prepare for Christ To Be Born Anew
By Pastor Wade Lindstrom

We are fast approaching the end of
an unprecedented calendar year. In the
life of the church, the new year begins
with the coming of the season of
Advent. Advent means “coming” and
in the church that means the promised
coming or second coming of Christ.
Advent is a season of preparation
for the church and for each of us. In
2020 that certainly looks different than
other years, but the aim doesn’t change.
We are to prepare. So, I hope you
will prepare for Christ to be born anew
in each of you through this season.
May your heart be the modern-day
manger to which Jesus will come.
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 a.m. in person worship in the
CLB 11:00 a.m. online worship

Holy Communion,
Consecration of
Pledges This Sunday
The 10 a.m. worship service this
Sunday, December 6, includes Holy
Communion, consecration of the
congregation’s 2021 planned gifts and
finanial pledges, and lighting the
second candle on the Advent Wreath.
We hope you will be able to attend
the service, but we know that many of
our members will continue to stay at
home for safety and health reasons. The
sermon is titled “One More Powerful”
and will be based on scripture from Mark
1:1-8. Special music is planned.

We have some unique and traditional
opportunities for you to engage in that
preparation. Our temporary worship
service times will continue through
December. Sunday worship will follow the
retelling of the Advent narrative and we will
be holding it up against the classic
preparation of one Ebenezer Scrooge as we
use video clips from various performances
of Charles Dickens’s “A Christmas Carol.”
Drive-In Movie – 2009’s Disney
Version of “A Christmas Carol”
Saturday, December 19, at 5:00 p.m.
Movie will start @ 5:30. Bring your own
drinks and snacks; popcorn will be
served. Special visitors (socially
distanced) will arrive at 7:30 p.m.
Come and bring a lawn chair, or just stay
in your car and enjoy the entire movie, “A
Christmas Carol” as we invite families,
friends, and the community to safely gather
together. Invite a neighbor or friend!

Christmas Eve Worship –
December 24, 2020
A service of Candlelight and
Communion, 5:00 p.m. Community
Life Building
A service of Candlelight and
Communion, 7:30 p.m. Sanctuary

Longest Night Service of Prayer,
FALL FESTIVAL, OCT. 19
Healing and Confession; Monday, Online Service with Communion
December 21 at 6:00 p.m. in the at 9:30 p.m.
Community Life Building
I hope that you will participate
Longest Night, in the Western Christian in any and all of these activities
tradition, is a day in the Advent season based on your comfort level with
marking the longest night of the year. On safety.
I am in prayer for our church
this day we invite anyone to a special service
and
our world as we prepare for the
that honors people that have lost love ones,
coming
of a savior in the midst of a
are experiencing grief, sorrow, suffering or
pain of any kind. This will be an interactive calamitous time that begs for healing
contemplative experience. This would be a and salvation. May God bless you
great opportunity to invite a friend or relative as you prepare the way for the Lord
this season! Peace to you.
who might need healing and hope.
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Christmas Miracle Offering
Your Special Gift Will Go Toward Our Apportioned Giving
It is traditional each Christmas to
offer special gifts for specific or several
areas of ministry. The idea grows out
of the sensibility that Christmas is Jesus’s
birthday and so our response to that
reality would include a Churchwide
Christmas Miracle Offering given
toward the work of Christ in the world.
For this year we are recommending
a special offering toward our
participation in apportioned giving to the
United Methodist Church.
Apportioned giving is a term which
describes how the money we give to our
church each week is divided and
distributed throughout the United
Methodist Church. Through your
support, we are able to participate in the
ministry and mission of the United
Methodist Church both locally and
around the world.
Our congregation’s apportionments
help pay the cost for our United
Methodist colleges and universities, with
the hope that our students will become
faithful pastors and leaders within our
churches.
Over the last four years this has
been a particular challenge at St. John’s
UMC. Financial realities over the last

“We hope you will pray to help
St. John’s more fully support
our shared connection by giving
sacrificially to help people
in our backyard and
around the world.”

several years have caused us to fall short
of our designated apportioned giving.
One of the unique and defining factors
of the United Methodist Church is that
we are Connectional. One way we
participate in this connection is through
our apportionments.
Our apportionments also help to
provide care and support for children
with AIDS, and to speak out against
violence in the Middle East that is
creating a new generation of orphans.
Our apportionments are paying
teachers, pastors, and missionaries
around the world—in Russia, Korea,
and Africa, to name a few. The United
Methodist Church is the only Protestant
denomination allowed to maintain a
permanent presence in Russia. That’s
supported by our missional giving!
Africa and Korea are the fastest
growing Christian communities in the
world and the United Methodist Church
has an active and visible presence in
these locations. Giving to the World
Methodist Council has made it possible
for churches to be established in 132
countries.
United Methodists gave well over
$25 million to support victims of the 9/

11 attacks, numerous hurricanes,
including Hurricane Harvey here in the
Coastal Bend. That’s missional giving!
In fact, when Harvey hit the Gulf
Coast, FEMA realized that they were
not prepared to deal with all of the
ongoing process. They asked The
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) to take over some
operations because the United
Methodist Church was the only
denomination with the structure and
resources to take on the task. That’s
missional giving!
So far this year we have been able
to pay for about 25% of our commitment
to the greater United Methodist Church
through the Rio Texas Annual
Conference of the UMC.
We hope that you will pray to help
us more fully support our shared
connection by giving sacrificially to help
people in our backyard and around the
world.
You may designate your gift by
check or other means simply by noting
that this giving is for Christmas Miracle
Offering. Call the church office if you
have questions or for assistance in any
way.
Thank you! Merry Christmas!

SERMON & SCRIPTURE NOTES
Sunday, December 6: “One More Powerful”

Mark 1: 1-8

Sunday, December 13: “The Child in Your Heart” John 1: 6-8
and 19-28
Sunday, December 20: “Hope and a Future” Luke 1:26-38
Thursday, Christmas Eve, December 24: “Another Silent Night”
Luke 2:1-20
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My Witness: Reflecting on Stewardship
(Church member Benny Cason provided a
testamonial on stewardship last Sunday at
the in-person worship service; he provided
this handwritten remarks for this article..)
By Benny Cason

For those of you who don’t know me, I
am Benny Cason, and my wife Gerri and I
have been coming to St. John’s for about
25 years. I’ve been asked to talk to you
this morning about Stewardship. I grew up
with really no church background so, in
the beginning, I didn’t know what that word
meant. But I was pretty sure it was going to
cost me some money.
This morning, I want to tell you a little
bit of how my understanding of stewardship
has changed over the years. And I will be
the first to admit that I am not to the end of
that learning path.
But it all started with Robert and Cathy
Garza, two longtime members here. My
wife worked with both of them and they had
been inviting us to come to church here—
which we successfully avoided for some
time. Don’t get me wrong, Gerri and I had
been looking at churches. By that I mean
we typically would drive into a church
parking lot on a Sunday and “look at” the
big intimidating buildings...and then we
would usually leave and go to breakfast.
Well, we like breakfast!
But we finally agreed to go to Robert
and Cathi’s Sunday School class—we
liked the people, the discussions, and the
outreach projects they were involved in.
We soon became regular members of the
Seekers Class and often followed the class
by attending the contemporary church
service.
Our giving then was mostly dependent
on the cash I had in my pocket when the
collection plate passed by—you know, the
smaller bills. And when Stewardship time
came around, we would typically do
Sunday School and then we would leave
and go to breakfast. In our defense,
breakfast IS the most important meal of the
day...everybody knows that.

Over the next few years, Gerri and I
became more involved in the life of the
church, in our Sunday School class, in
outreach projects, in the worship service.
and more involved in what I’ll call the
management of the church which of course
involves serving on committees.
Ironically I think the first committee I
was asked to serve on was the Finance
Committee. And that is where I learned
about the practical side of stewardship,
basically the need for a church budget.
That’s about the time Gerri and I finally
officially joined the church and actually
filled out one of those Estimate of Giving
cards. But honestly I still had no concept of
the spiritual aspects of stewardship.
As I said earlier, I’m still learning about
stewardship. But one thing I have come to
believe is that if our view of stewardship is
simply giving money for the church budget,
then we are probably doing it wrong.
My thought today is that there are
two main goals or outcomes of spiritual
whole life stewardship. The first is to
change who we are in a fundamental
way-- to change our hearts. And that leads
to the second outcome-- to become God’s
hands and feet on earth--to spread the love
of Jesus Christ and minister to others.
In the Methodist Church when we talk
about Stewardship. we talk about giving
our time, our talents, and our treasure. I
have often gotten hung up focusing on just
the treasure part--the money. You know.
there’s gotta be a reason that over half of
Jesus’ parables deal with money and
possessions. And Jesus tells us the reason:
“For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also”… Jesus wants our hearts.
My experience has been that the more
I give of my time and talent, the easier it
becomes to give the treasure. Everything
from involvement in committees, outreach
projects, Sunday School, and worship
services has changed me. That investment
of time and talent has resulted in
special moments and lifelong meaningful
relationships that have changed my heart.
That “stewardship” has changed St. John’s
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for me--from a church to go to on Sunday
mornings into a community, a family. And
when that happened, the stewardship of
treasure seemed to follow naturally.
So this Sunday is Consecration Sunday
when the church asks us to turn in this
Estimate of Giving card for 2021.
Let’s think about and pray about this
card as we consider the stewardship of our
treasure. But equally as important I think
we should think about how and pray about
the stewardship of our time and our talents.
I believe all three are critical and work
hand-in-hand.
To get you all started about all that
thinking and praying, I brought along a
couple of props this morning-- a small silver
spoon and a big red ladle. Let me explain.
Our culture seems to drive us to a life
focused only on ourselves. TV, movies,
commercials, the Internet...all of it tells us
that our happiness depends on achieving
our own individual wants and desires. We
focus on feeding only ourself. This is called
“spoon thinking.” The alternative to that, of
course, is called “ladle thinking.” That is
when we follow Christ’s example and
choose to think of the needs of others
ahead of our own desires. It’s when we
give up our spoon and pick up a ladle to
feed others.
So the choice is to be a “spoon thinker”
or a “ladle thinker.” To put it another way,
the choice is to be a Black Friday thinker
or a Good Friday thinker. The choice is
ours to make.
You know there’s a lot of darkness in
the world today and it’s easy to withdraw
into ourselves, to circle the wagons. And I
think that’s true for the church too... to
withdraw and feel like it’s on an island-just trying to survive. But then, the darkness
wins.
And that surely cannot be God’s will.
He is still at work and I believe he still wants
to use us to bring light into the darkness…
to be His hands and feet. And that takes
our time, our talents, and our treasure--all
of which are gifts from God. And that might
be what stewardship is all about.

November 2020
Worship Photos

Captions (Above and clockwise)
Hanna Patton-Elliott, Children’s Director;
Dorothy Pallotti and Madeleine Bryce,
musicians; Ryleigh Torres, great-niece,
with All Saints Day plants; Kim Bryce,
Leslie Albrecht, and Madeleine; Pastor
Wade and Darron Bergstrom on stage;
and Pastor Wade remembering the 12
church members who died in the past
year with a candle-lighting ceremony.

Food Pantry
Continues
To Serve

November was a busy month in the Food Pantry. There are many people coming in needing
assistance, most wishing we were providing turkeys, but still very grateful for the food they
received.
We had 234 individuals consisting of 70 families that received food from our pantry in
November. The Robertsons were in again--a mother and son. He wants a flu shot, so we are working
on getting a flu shot clinic scheduled at St. John’s. work . We are excited that the City-County
Health Department will be here on Thursdays, December 3. and December 10, to offer blood
pressure and A1C checks during our pantry hours.
Here’s what is needed in December to provide some holiday meal items for our clients:
* Instant mashed potatoes
* French’s or storebrand fried onions
* Stuffing mix
* Gravy (canned or package mix)
* Canned cranberries (jellied or whole)
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St. John’s UMC
Prayer List

Please pray for those who are on the Prayer List.
After 30 days, names on the prayer list will be removed.
Please submit another prayer card or call the church
office at 991-4342 if you would like to add someone or
return someone to the prayer list. [Emergency
messages to Pastor Wade---960-4021]

Hospitalized: Dave Michaelsen, Margaret Earle
Recovering in Nursing Facility: Bo Estabrook
Recovering at Home: Tom Niskala, Roseann Zammiello, Cathi Garza
Grieving: Family of Jeri Killough Millard whose son Robby Word died of a stroke; Family of Katie Beard
(sister of Sue Rees); Family of Stephanie Sasser (Debra Patterson’s niece); Family of Charlene Hardy
Our Church
Coronavirus Victims
and Families
President Trump &
Vice President-elect
Joe Biden
US Military
World Leadership
All School Teachers
All Parents and
students
Children’s Learning
Center
CC Metro Ministries
The Wenholz House
Katherine Anderson
(friend of the
Haakers)
Bruce Armstrong
Adela Balderas
Phillip Balderas
Cassie Barber

Robin Blue
Margo C.
Melissa Brownlee
Tyler Brownlee
Evalynn Bunk
Jeff Caravantes
Marcia Caravantes
Margo Chapman
Margo C.
Josh W. Cox
Dana D’Amore
Mike Dailey
Jan Decovic
Judy Forbes
Robert Garza
Pam Glover
Mike Glover
Joe H.
Fay Haggerty
Kathryn Heslep
JoAnn Holland
Elle Silvas Holloway

WORD OF THANKS
Dear Church Family,
Mike & I would like to thank y’all for
the meals and support during all my
surgeries. It is greatly appreciated.
God Bless y’all.
Roseann & Mike Zammiello

Be Jesus’ hands and feet
during this season
of Advent and Christmastide.
Be kind and loving. Help ease
someone’s burden, whatever that
burden might be. Share God’s
love with everyone you meet and
be a blessing to others!
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Hopkins Family
Deborah Jacobs
Jinnette Family
Elene Johnson
Hydie Johnson
Jack Johnson
Stacia Johnston
Phyllis Jones
Ann Jordan
Margaret K.
Mimi Keen
Charlotte Kunc
Tommy Lewis
Jeanne Mayes
Tommie Mercer
(mother of
Leesa Stephens)
Tom Moore
Lee Narvarro
Judi Oestreich
Todd Olson
David Olson

Roma Onwiler
Chris Oxley
Mike P.
Dolores Pace
Jack Pace
Roger Pigott
Jenna Purdy
Dottie Ramella
Amy Ramsdell
Sue Rees
Mary Lee Ress
Rilla Roots
Kelly R.
Kelly S.
Fay Sassman
The Shaffer Family (on
the death of
Diana’s father)
Ivan Shaver
Lyneve Shaver
Suzy Shepard
Susan Skidmore

Teresa Smith
Cindy Straub
Richard & Angela Strong
Terrie & Marie
Charles Teas
Earlene Thorne
Sara Tucker
Dorothy Tullos
Louise Wagner
Family of Jamie Ward
Kimbo Ward
Davris White
Betty Wilson
Beverly Wilson
Doug & Sharon
Winnek
Mary Lee Woodson
Zimmerman Family
(on the death of
Joyce’s grandson)

Care Ministry Prepares Holiday Gift Bags
for 30 Homebound Members; Can You Help Deliver?
Earlier this week, three members of the Shepherding Care
Team--Judi Edwards (Chair),
Joyce Zimmerman, and Carolyn
Pence--met at 10:30 a.m. in the
Community Life Building to
assemble a holiday gift bag with
four little gifts for about 30
homebound members. Church
members attending the in-person worship service this Sunday
in the CLB are invited to pick
up one or more gift bags and
deliver them within a week to
the person whose name and
address appear on the tag.

December 2019--Here’s how the Sanctuary looked last
year with the Chrismon Tree, blue paraments, beautiful
red poinsettia plants, and the Shepherding Care team’s
gift bags for our homebound.
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Approaching the Christ Child
By Harley Mathews, Pastoral Intern

This particular year is a strange one,
and yet it arrives upon us with certainty
and regularity because it somehow exists
if days are merry or not. Christmas, broken down into two words is Christ Mass.
This loads the term so much more than Harley Mathews
the average person wants.
Christ is one part of the family that is the Trinity,
Emmanuel, God-with-us, present tense. Mass is the reciting
of prayers, songs, and worship rituals focused usually around
the Eucharist and Christ’s work in the world. At that epoch
creating day, when a teen mother gave up her social standing
and risked her relationship to her beloved for a more Beloved
One, we have a first Christ Mass.
The scene is almost too familiar to detail, but there are
contexts we forget. Mary and Joseph present among the barn
animals were joined eventually by a small crowd of shepherds and a few wise men come looking for conspiracy theories fulfilled. (Matthew 2:1-12, NRSV) The body and blood
celebrated on that day was not Christ’s alone, it was Mary’s.
In the throws of pregnancy and prophetic fulfillment, Mary
saw the first glimpse of her Savior, her song being fulfilled
even in a crying child (Luke 1:46-55).
This month, millions of groups will put together the nativity one piece at a time, culminating in the Christ figurine placed
at the center of the whole vision. I learned years ago at this
very church that all the characters face the Christ child as a
symbol of his importance. I would imagine this is not unique if
you took a picture of any birth with a group of people in the
room, surely there is nothing more holy and great in that room
than the fresh life screaming and breathing and looking around
for the first time.
\I was fortunate to be in the room around that time

with two of my three
brothers being born, and
it deeply moves me
when I think of GodChrist-Spirit submitting
themselves to life in this
way. It is a risk. It is a
trust. It is ultimately a
union with humanity and
Creation.
When we approach
God in church, it often
seems like this big
event.
For others, the lifers, it is a regular occurrence that is as
natural as breathing. That first historic Christmas all of the
created world met its Maker and Healer in flesh and blood.
What was mystical became physical.
Some thirty years later as the Rabbi Christ would speak of
body-and-blood for the salvation of mankind, I believe he has
his mother on his mind. She invested in her son the salvation
of the whole world. She spilled blood and water and prayer
and promise for Him. He took that trust and cast it fully on his
Father and followed the path. This baby Christ is the hope we
look forward too in ending every year.
It is not odd that we close a year in our calendar with
Christ’s birth, it is the opposite of the timeline, it is because it
started a whole new lens for history. One of union, trust, blood,
body, and mystery as we approach the Child Jesus.
May this bless your spirit and move your body into loving
yourself and your neighbor likewise. Celebrate infancy, trust,
and joy in the mystery that God is present in the laughing and
crying child Jesus as much as the cross and resurrection this
year. A Blessed Advent, Merry Christmas to you, Amen.

St. John’s United Methodist Men
St. John’s United Methodist Men look forward
to the time when the weekly Wednesday morning
Breakfast and Fellowship can resume. But they
have enjoyed weekly outdoor gatherings on
Wednesday mornings. Be sure to read Constant
Contact email seach week to confirm a planned
event/date.
THANKS to everyone who ordered a pie. We sold about 145 pies and
sincerely appreciate your support. Pictured at right are Jerry
Harrison, Bryan Thompson, Gary Schwartz, Jim Falwell, and Ivan
Wilson (seated).
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Christmas Mission Project Set for
Bokenkamp Center; Plan to Help!
For the past several years, St. John’s has collected individual Christmas gifts
for the residents who live at Bokenkamp Center, a shelter located just three blocks
from the church that serves children and teens primarily from Central America.
Last year, church members responded generously in furnishing wrapped gifts
for the children.
This year, however, with the COVID-19 pandemic, a different approach is
being taken. Claudia Robledo, the director at Bokenkamp, has suggested that the
50 or so children would love to decorate and eat cookies on Christmas Eve.
St. John’s volunteers will furnish 25 dozen plain sugar cookies (purchased from
HEB), plus decorating items including frosting, decorator icing tubes, sprinkles of
all sorts and colors, gumdrops, raisins, miniature chocolate chips, and more. The
whole project will cost less than $100, and cash donations or personal purchases
are welcomed.
Rick Darst and Chris Garcia are helping coordinate the project, with delivery to
the shelter on December 23. If you are interested in helping make this project a
success, please call Rick at 852-6150 or email him at padarst@aol.com He will
have a list of the various decorating items needed, plus other supplies like small
Christmas-theme plates and napkins.
We regret that no entry to Bokenkamp is allowed, and our gift will be left at the
door as we wave to staff. The great news is no children and no staff at Bokenkamp
have been infected with the virus. Praise God! And thank you for caring!

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
1

Johanna Daugherty, Abigail
Hernandez, Scott Wilshusen

2

Kim Bryce

4

David Pallotti

6

Gary Schwartz

8

Rick Smith

CUB SCOUT PACK

10

Brianna Balderas

Cub Scout Pack 225, which serves boys and girls, K-Grade 5, held an event on
November 10 to invite prospective Cub Scouts to sign up and enjoy the many
activities and opportunities available--camping, cooking, hiking, swimming, bows
and arrows, and more! The pack organized about two years ago and hopes to
draw more youth. Contact Katie at 361-813-0200 or https://southtexasbsa.org/
programs/

11

Cindy Straub, John Fusselman,
Aiden Waldrop

16

Gaylord Hoyt

17

Betty Collins, Bill Shaffer

20

Anita Harrris

21

Debra Patterson

23

Betty Thompson

26

Evalynn Bunk

26

Jonathan Hamende

26

Roseann Zammiello

28

Victoria Barton, Sara Olevitch

29

Coretta Miles

31

Austin Brownlee

CHURCH CHATTER

GARY’S RAIDERS
Gary’s Raiders, an organization formed 38 years by Gary and Margaret
Schwartz; is still operating and continues to be a vital support network for
individuals with special needs and their families. One of the favorite activities
still ongoing is bowling at Saratoga Lanes. Give Gary Schwartz a call and find
out more about Gary’s Raiders and how you might get involved with them and
with Special Olympics.

ONLINE WORSHIP!
Join fellow worshippers on Sunday mornings at 10:50 a.m. for the 11 a.m. online
worship service. Great sermon, beautiful music, and video clips. Tune in at
10:50 a.m. to enjoy online chat with fellow church members
https://sjmethodist.online.church/ or https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
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If your name is missing from the
DECEMBER birthday list or if you note
any errors in the listing, please call the
church office, 991-4342.

2nd Annual Santa’s Market--Saturday, Dec. 5
Open to the Community
Date: Saturday, December 5
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
St. John’s United Methodist Church
Santa’s Market will feature an assortment of Christmas items, decor, trees,
ornaments, jewelry, anything Christmas
related... and baked goods.
Donations requested from St. John’s church members and friends:
Christmas items from ornaments to stockings in good condition, other holiday decor (holiday
placemats, tableware, cookie tins, etc.) that you no longer want or use, but would be someone else’s
treasure. Items can be delivered Friday, Dec. 4, between 4-6 p.m. to the Community Life Building.
If baking a baked good, please label if it contains nuts or peanut butter. If questions or if you can
volunteer to help, please TEXT Joyce Hamende immediately at (361) 438-5115.

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Financial gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in honor of family
members, friends, and ministries are placed in St. John’s UMC Memorial
Fund. Current funds include Building, Choir, Youth, Scholarship,
Worship, Care/Concern/Bereavement, Food Pantry, and Undesignated
for general church needs. Your gift, in any amount, is sincerely appreciated
and will be acknowledged to the family. Be sure to designate which fund
should receive your gift. Gifts to the Memorial Fund also may be given
anonymously.

In loving memory of Linda Mobley, daughter of Elene Johnson (a former
member), an undesignated gift from Joyce Zimmerman.
In lovng memory of Nicki Davis Fischer, a gift to the Care, Concern &
Bereavement Committee by an unnamed donor.
NOVEMBER FISH FRY--Helpers Bryan and Betty Thompson, Chris
Davis Garcia, Robert Garza, and Darron Bergstrom pose in front of
the food truck owned by the Alegria Family. “Oneida Jr..”
daughter of Charlie Alegria and Oneida Alegria, fried the talapia
donated by Charlie Alegria and boiled the corn on the cob. Betty
put together the cole slaw. About 70 plates @ $10 each were sold,
with the funds placed in St. John’s general fund. This project came
through the United Methodist Men. Thanks to everyone who supported the fund raiser.
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Remembering Veterans with a Thanksgiving Meal

On Wednesday, November17, six volunteers gathered
in the Community Life Building to assemble individual
boxed Thanksgiving holiday meals for 78 veterans in our
community who are served by the HUD-VASH program.
Gerri Cason coordinated the project and thanked everyone who furnished food dishes, donations, and other support. The menu included ham, turkey, dressing, mashed
potatoes, green beans, gravy, homemade rolls, and desserts. Each box featured a thank-you note to the veteran
that was written by a church member.
Caseworkers picked up the boxed meals from the
Community Life Building and delivered them personally
to the veterans.
A thank-you note from the caseworkers was received
which said, “Thank you all again. The food was delicious
and our veterans loved it! We really appreciate your time
and effort in making the holiday for our guys a little merrier! Happy Thanksgiving, and please give your team a
huge thanks from us.”
Photo Captions: (Top left and clockwise): Table decoration anchored the table;
caseworkers pose for a photo and gather up the number of boxes they needed
to serve their clients; Gerri Cason takes a selfie with Jack Pace and Benny
Cason, then poses with Connie Hahn who furnished the homemade dinner
rolls; the Casons lowered their masks for a photo; Robyn Cobb, Chris Davis
Garcia, and Betty Thompson handled slicing about 18 large pumpkin and apple
pies and placing the slices in the dessert boxes.
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My Witness

SING TO THE LORD
By Nancy Busby, Adult Sunday School Teacher,
Friendship Class

Singing in church has been part of my entire life. Without music, church
would not be the same. Church songs touch my soul and help me have
feelings that I would not normally have. This music calms me and gives
me hope in my life. The songs I sing also bring me closer to God and
enrich my relationship with Him. I find that I don’t just sing these songs as
I did in the past; I sing to Jesus. I can praise Him and give Him all the glory.
I can let Jesus know how I feel toward Him in songs such as “How Great
Thou Art” and “What A Friend We Have In Jesus.” These songs and many
others let me experience God in full and fill my heart and soul with the
Lord. This allows me to share God with others and helps me fulfill His will
for my life. Sing to the Lord with all you are and hope to be.

BLOOD DONATIONS SAVE
LIVES! BE A BLOOD DONOR!
Sunday, December 13
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Front parking lot
St. John’s UMC
Must register in advance by
contacting the Coastal Bend
Blood Bank.

What Church Members Need To Know about Contributions
Information furnished by Barbara
Benton, Bookkeeper
There are often many questions from
church members about their
contributions to their church or
organization. Here are some of the most
frequently asked questions and their
answers.
• Question: If I make a
contribution in early January 2021, can I
claim it on my 2020 taxes?
Answer: No, contributions must be
claimed in the year in which they’re
delivered.
• Question: If I mail my contribution
in December 2020 but it doesn’t reach
my church until January 2021, for which
year should I claim it?
Answer: You would claim it on your
2020 tax return. A check that is mailed
to a church or charity is deductible in
the year the check is mailed (and
postmarked), even if it’s received in the
next year.
• Question: I seen a family in my
church struggling to make ends meet so
I gave my church $200 to give to this
family because I thought it would be
counted as a contribution. This will be
included in my church contributions at
the end of the year, correct?

Answer: No, an individual cannot
give a family a gift through the church and
count it as a contribution.
•
Question: The church was made
aware that a family was having a financial
crisis so the church Benevolent
Committee let the church know that they
were collecting an offering for this needy
family. I gave the church $100 to give to
this family. This will be included in my
church contributions at the end of the year,
correct?
Answer: Yes, when a church decides
to help a needy family and you, an
individual, gives toward a benevolent need
then that money is a contribution to the
church because the church is the one that
initiated the offering.
• Question: I decided I wanted to
designate $1,000 to my church. I insisted
that this money be spent to purchase
some new microphones for my church
sound room, which the church had not
even thought about purchasing. Is the
money a contribution?
Answer: No, an individual cannot
designate money to a fund of his/her
choosing, but if the fund is already in
existence, then this gift would be a
contribution. Churches need to be careful
how they handle this kind of gift.
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• Question: Is there a limit to the
amount that I can contribute my church
and still count it as a contribution on
my tax return?
Answer: Yes, a contribution
usually cannot exceed 50% of the
donor’s adjusted gross income for the
year. Donors who exceed this limit may
be able to “carry over” their excess to
future years, but you need to consult
a tax lawyer for clarification on this.
• Question: The church had a
youth camp and I paid $360 ($120 per
child) for my three children to go to this
youth camp. Can this money be
considered as a contribution to the
church?
Answer: No, anytime you receive
any goods or services for your payment
of cash, then you cannot count it as a
contribution.
• Question: I’m a volunteer in
my church. Can I deduct the value of
my volunteer work I do for my church?
Answer: No, the value of volunteer
work you do for your church can never
be a contribution.

Thankful for Faith

You’re Invited! 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 13, 2020
Fellowship Hall--In Person and also streamed on
Facebook live. Come join us for this special worship
service.

Church Charge Conference,
Foundation Meeting Held
The annual 2020 Charge Conference for St. John’s
UMC was held on November 30 in the Community Life
Building, with Pastor Wade Lindstrom presiding and 14
members in attendance. Also included as part of the
meeting was the Annual Meeting of the St. John’s UMC
Foundation.
Business items for the Charge Conference included
approval of the pastor’s compensation package for 2021;
reports on the Committee on Nominations and Lay Leadership and Lay Servant Ministries (Glenda Sanders and Chris
Davis Garcia were affirmed as Certified Lay Servants), and
general information about church membership. The information packet and the minutes of the meeting have been submitted to the District Superintendent, as per required church
action.
During the Annual Meeting of the Foundation, President
Sue Hoyt shared information on the Foundation, noting that
on December 31, 2019, the investment account balance was
$624,032.53. She also provided a financial report that captured new monies received during 2020 and highlights of the
past year. Three new directors were elected to fill the vacancies of retiring members of the Foundation Board-- Sue
Hoyt, David Michaelsen, and Chris Davis Garcia. The newly
elected directors include Julie Fomenko, Christie G. Roberts,
and Carolyn Scrivano-Martin.
This Sunday, December 6, at 2 p.m., St. John’s and 23
other churches will participate in a virtual Coastal Bend
District Charge Conference, presided over by Dr. Roberto
Lopez, District Superintendent.
Interested St. John’s members are invited to access the
link and participate in the Zoom meeting. The Zoom link is:
________

To say 2020 has been a challenging year would be an
understatement. Yet this year has been atestament to the
faith of St. John’s and its members. I am so thankful for the
faith and commitment our congregation has shown this year.
We have continued to worship together online and again in
person beginning in October.
I continue to be inspired by the United Methodist Men
as we met outside weekly on Wednesdays and still managed to pull off a Fish Fry and our annual Pie Sale.
As finance chair, I have been most thankful for the steps
the church has taken to help us meet our budget through
difficult budget cuts and continued giving that has
exceeded our expectations in light of the economic
difficulties this year.
For the first time in 3 years, we may finish the year in
the black for the calendar year. With the sale of the Burkshire
parsonage property, which will allow us to refinance our
current note for the Community Life Building, we will be
able to significantly reduce our expenses for 2021. This will
give us the ability to begin to build a reserve fund again.
This all would not be possible without our members’
undying faith and support. We truly have a lot to be thankful
for.
God Bless,
Darron Bergstrom, Finance Chair

2020 COASTAL BEND
DAY OF GIVING
SETS RECORD !
What fabulous support from the Coastal Bend community
for the annual “Day of Giving” celebrated on November 11 by
the Coastal Bend Community Foundation! The total raised
was more than $3.3 million from more than 8,580 donors to
benefit 51 local non-profits.The total amount exceeded last
year’s 24-hour online giving challenge.
Among the non-profits who received much welcomed
funding were the Coastal Bend Food Bank ($136,046), Corpus
Christi Metro Ministries ($119,752), Habitat for Humanity,
($52,695), Salvation Army ($94,635), Timon’s Ministries
($62,221), Wenholz House ($43,522), and Wesley Community
Center ($95,236).
Thanks to St. John’s Foundation and many individual
church members for supporting the Coastal Bend Day of
Giving.
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Supporting St. John’s
with Your Tithes and Offerings
Your continued giving, whether cash or checks or
using the text option, is sincerely appreciated! The
Finance Committee reported recently that church
members who made 2020 pledges and/or give
regular offerings have maintained their giving,
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. Thank you for your
faithfulness! As this fiscal year comes to a close,
please continue your giving.
If you want to use the texting option, here’s how to do
that: Using your cell phone, enter this phone number
in the text box: 361-541-6512. You will be sent a link
and when you open the link, you will enter the
information required and follow the instructions.

THANK YOU for supporting St. John’s UMC.

IMPORTANT REMINDER FOR ALL
WHO USE FELLOWSHIP HALL...
We need your assistance....
Our Children’s Learning Center (CLC) uses the
Fellowship Hall weekdays from 9 am-10:45 am and
from 2:50pm-4:45pm for indoor play when it’s too hot,
too cold, or too rainy for them to play outside. Our
daycare teachers can’t supervise pre-schoolers AND
put away furniture at the same time.
To ensure the safety of our kids, please make sure
if your group uses Fellowship Hall, that everything is
put away before you leave. This includes ladders, trash,
tables, and chairs. We don’t want any obstructions
for the kids to get into or that make the play
environment unsafe.
Thanks for everybody agreeing to work together to
keep our kiddos safe!

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has
received.” 1 Peter 4:10

--Church Staff

St. John’s United Methodist Church
5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com; 361-960-4021)

OFFICE HOURS: (until further notice) Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.; Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon; closed
Friday.

Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries
FOOD PANTRY: Open on Wednesdays and Thursdays,
9 a.m.-noon.

Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper
Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director

CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER: Open 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Call Director Adela Garcia at 991-4780 if questions.

Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Brian Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodian
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director

WORSHIP SERVICES: In-person worship at 10 a.m.
Sunday in the Community Life Building and 11 a.m. online.

Harley Mathews, Pastoral Intern/TKC
Adam Mathews, Worship and Online Technician/TKC
Cathy McRorey, Administrative Assistant
Hanna Patton-Elliott, Children’s Director
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Location: 5300 S. Alameda, Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Church Telephone: 361-991-4342
Church FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com
Email:
Web:
Facebook:
Twitter:
Instagram:

INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United
Methodist Church, is emailed to members and guests as
a PDF document and is published on the church website.
Printed copies are also available at the church. Deadline
for the January 2021 issue is Sunday, December 27.
Editor: Chris Garcia -- home, 991-2784; cell, 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com

st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
www.sjmethodist.com
https://www.facebook.com/SJUMC
https://twitter.com/stjohnmethodist
https://www.instagram.com/sjmethodist/
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