A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!

STEEPLE NOTES

JULY 2019

July Features Two Fundraiser Events
To Benefit Church; Buy Your Tickets!
Two terrific events, geared toward families, guests, and community alike, are
scheduled this month in the Community Life Building.
DINNER THEATRE--On Friday and Saturday, July 12 and 13, two dinner
theatre performances will feature “Excuse Me, Are You a Christian?  I’m Looking
for a Christian” plus a brisket dinner prepared by the United Methodist Men.  
Desserts will be furnished by the United Methodist Women. Tickets at $15 per
person are available for purchase through the church office or on Sundays after the
July 7 worship services.  There will be no tickets sold at the door on either night,
so be sure to purchase your ticket(s) before the performances. (See related story
on Page 13.)  All monies collected will benefit the church budget.
FISH FRY--A Fish Fry that will be an outreach to the church
neighborhood and also a fellowship gathering for church
members and their guests will be held Saturday, July 20, at        
5 p.m.  The event, hosted by UMM, will be in the Community
Life Building.  Be watching for more details.  Desserts will be
furnished by members and friends of United Methodist Women.  
Meal tickets are priced $10 per person in advance and $12 per
person at the door.  All proceeds will benefit the church’s budget.

SAVE THE DATE!
UMW Tea 		
“A Heart Like His”
Saturday, Aug. 3,
from 11 am-1 pm
(Details on Page 4)

Youth Start Summer 					
With a Bang!

Enjoy Taco Night, 							
UM Army MissionTrip
Summer is here and it started
with Youth Taco Night at the Rio
Texas Annual Conference and a
great mission trip to Pasadena with
UM Army (United Methodist Action
Reach-Out Mission by Youth).  
That’s the word from Leslie
Albrecht, Director for Student
Ministries. Go to Pages 8-9 for more
information and photos about the
mission trip.

(Above) Games and great food combined with friends
from Mid-Winter and some new faces made Taco
Night special. (Below) UM ARMY mission
participants learn
new skills.

St. John’s UMC participants
pose for group photo.
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
God Is Everywhere
1

Communion will be served this
Sunday, July 7, in all worship
services. The table is open to all
who desire  a closer relationship
with Jesus.  

The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
The skies display his craftsmanship.

2

Day after day they continue to speak;
night after night they make him known.

3

Pastor Wade Lindstrom

They speak without a sound or word;
their voice is never heard.

4

Yet their message has gone throughout the
earth,
and their words to all the world.
Psalm 19:1-4

Who among us has not looked up at the night sky and thought there really is
someone greater than me.  This is what the Psalmist is writing about, how when
he looks at the sky that he sees the word of God to people saying, this is not it.  
Perhaps the greatest missionary/evangelist/person who told people about
God in the early church was the Apostle Paul.  Paul went all over the known
world and in every town he went into, when he said the name “Jesus,” it was
probably the first time anyone had ever heard it.  
But Paul knew something, he knew that even if they had not heard the name
Jesus, that God had already been there in that town before he got there, that he
just had to go in and look for where God had been working.  
At one point Paul is in Lystra, speaking to the people and says this:  		
In the past he permitted all the nations to go their own ways, but he 		
never left them without evidence of himself and his goodness. 			
Acts 14:16-17a		
						
So even if you don’t know the name Jesus, even if you don’t know that there
is one God, God has been leaving you with evidence of God and this is the
evidence that Paul has seen:
“For instance, he sends you rain and good crops and gives you food 		
and joyful hearts.” Acts 14:17b
The point is, God has always been anywhere and everywhere long before
any of his human representatives show up.  God is everywhere.  This is also
the premise for our new Sermon Series beginning this week: Finding God.
Pastor KP and I will be embedding ourselves in different locations in the
community and in the world to look for God.  
This week we will begin with this: Finding God at the Sea Wall.  As of
today, I have no idea how God will show up as we meet and talk to people along
the sea wall but I do know this:  God will show up, because God has already
been here for eons!  Hope to see you Sunday!
Peace,  Pastor Wade
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Church Council Meeting
Reset to Monday, Aug. 5
The quarterly meeting of St. John’s
Church Council has been moved to
Monday, August 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Conference Room.  All members are
urged to mark their calendar and plan
to attend.
Agenda items should be directed to
chairman Bryan Thompson.
The meeting had earlier been
announced for July 29 but needed to be
rescheduled.

Happy Independence Day! The City of
Corpus Christi has a full schedule of
activities for its “Big Bang” celebration,
and you are invited to participate.
Don’t forget: The church office will be
closed Thursday-Friday, July 4-5. The
office will reopen on Monday, July 8.

Agenda at 2019 Rio Texas
Annual Conference Full
of Voting, Important Reports
The lay and pastoral delegates representing St. John’s
UMC at the 2019 Rio Texas Annual Conference June 5-8
took their responsibilities seriously over the three-day
gathering held at the American Bank Center.

Delegates to the Rio Texas Annual Conference June 5-8 were (l-r) Pastor
KP Polk, Rick Darst, Leslie Albrecht, Chris Garcia, and Pastor Wade Lindstrom. (Not pictured is Robyn Cobb who was unable to participate because
of a family illness.)

Pastors Wade and KP, along with delegates Rick
Darst, Leslie Albrecht, Chris Garcia, and Robyn Cobb, had
received a binder ahead of time with more than 80 pages
of   reports and business items detailed. Reports focused
on such topics as the status of the Mt. Wesley property
near Kerrville, the church’s healthcare ministries, children
and youth ministries, budget and finance, and important
decisions facing the United Methodist Church.  An important
part of the Annual Conference were three hour-long teaching
sessions by Tom Berlin, author of “Reckless Love:  Jesus’
Call To Love Our Neighbor.”

A special moment during
Annual Conference
included a blessing by
Bishop Robert Schnase
as St. John’s UMC former
pastor Linda Elford (who
recently retired from ministry) placed a stole on
the shoulders of a newly
ordained pastor .

ITEMS NEEDED
FOR JULY

Two important agenda items included
delegates’ voting on which members of the Rio
Texas Conference would represent the Rio Texas
Conference at the 2020 General Conference meeting
and the 2020 Jurisdictional Conference.  Four clergy
members and four laity members (plus an equal
number of alternates) were finally elected after
numerous balloting was conducted. A complete
report is available at the Rio Texas website.

St. John’s UMC Food Pantry News
Happy 4th of July!  Summer is hot, as we all know, and with kids out of school, we
have seen an increase in the number of clients coming to the St. John’s pantry.  With some
very generous help from the Patton family, we have been able to pick up not only bread to
give our pantry clients, but fresh fruits and veggies. Their eyes light up and they are truly
happy to get it. Kate Hilliard with the Coastal Bend Food Bank came and gave us recipes
and tips to help our clients make meals out of the foods that we give them each week.
We are asking for Freezer pops to give out in July and August. That way the clients
can take them home and freeze them and have a cold Popsicle. (The packaging looks like
the artwork at left.)  Thank you to those who have already contributed to the pantry.
The pantry can also use any type of spaghetti/pasta and pasta sauce (canned sauce
or plastic jars are preferred as glass can get broken). However, any food or monetary
donations are greatly appreciated.
We were blessed to meet Angela in June. She works as a caregiver, but since her
husband left her, she is struggling to make ends meet. She was so grateful for the help we
were able to give her. You should be very proud of the help and support the St. John’s food
pantry gives to its clients and the community. It truly makes a difference.
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“A Heart Like His” Tea with Friends
Saturday, August 3, 2019, at 11 am
St. John’s UMC--$10 tickets
Fun, Fellowship, Food, Entertainment, Silent Auction
A Love Offering will be taken for Missions with Women, Children & Youth
By Glenda Sanders, UMW President\

Proverbs 3: 5-6 tells us to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths.”
M a x
Lucado writes that our hearts seem so far from His. He is pure; we are greedy. He
is peaceful; we are hassled. He is purposeful; we are distracted. He is pleasant;
we are cranky. He is spiritual; we are earthbound. The distance between our
hearts and His seems so immense. How could we ever hope to have the heart of
Jesus? Come and be reminded how God has it all planned out and if you are in
Christ, you already have the heart of Christ.
Seating for “A Heart Like His” Tea with Friends” is limited and by advance
reservation only. To reserve a seat at the August 3 event, contact Glenda Sanders,
United Methodist Women President, at 361-946-9508 cell or text or email sanders.
glenda@att.net. Deadline to rsvp is July 22. Wear your “heart” jewelry or outfit
and optional hats.
Children’s table reservations are due by July 15 for ages 4-11 and we’ll have
a “Little Gentlemen’s Table” this year. Boys are encouraged but not required to
wear a hat of some sort and vest or tie. Go to Pinterest for ideas.
Girls and boys will be seated at their own special table with special refresh-ments
and activities.  For more information call D.J. Adams at 361-960-9221 (call or text).  
Childcare for ages 3 and younger will be provided with advance reservation in the
nursery area. Please plan to bring any special food needs or infant formulas.
Volunteers: To volunteer to provide tea sandwiches, deviled eggs, or scones,
contact Sarah Carter 361-687-6324 (call or text) or go to Sign Up Genius.
Silent Auction--Silent Auction items can be brought to the church office or to
the Community Life Building any time but no later than noon on Friday, Aug. 2.
We are especially looking for inspirational items, gift baskets, and gift certificates
valued at $20 or more.
Program Book Advertising--To place an ad in the Program Book (business
card size or larger), call or text Carole Salsberry 361-947-0419  or Chris Garcia
361-244-4193. Prices include $25 for a business card; $50 for a half-page;
$100 for full page inside; and $150 for back cover (color). Deadline to reserve
space and turn in your advertising text or business card is Monday, July 22.   
    ***Sunday School classes, church groups, UMW friends, business folks in our
church community....all are invited to purchase advertising!
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3 More Table Hostesses
Needed for August 3 Tea
Three more hostesses are still needed
for the August 3 tea.  Each table seats 8
individuals, including the hostess.
This is a great opportunity to use your
fine china or your tea cup collection!  
Call Glenda Sanders 361-946-9508 for
details.
*** Table hostesses already confirmed
include: Connie Hahn and Robyn Cobb,
Glenda Sanders, Chris Garcia, Vanessa
Hancock of the Mirador, Sarah Carter
and Sherry Carter, Anita Harris and
Nancy Busby, Carole Salsberry, Elaine
Clanton Harpine, Judi Oestreich &
Marjorie Codney, Melissa Brownlee,
Gloria Rivera of Kelsey Memorial
UMC, and Louise Wagner and Suzy
Shepard. DJ Adams will be the hostess
at the children’s table.

Special Call for Sandwiches,
Scones, and Deviled Eggs
St. John’s UMW needs a handful of
volunteers to help make sandwiches,
scones, and deviled eggs for the
August 3 tea.  Can you help? Please
contact Sarah Carter at 361-687-6324
for details.

Program Book
Advertising Available!
(See information in story
at left)

Annual Conference UMW
Luncheon

UMW CALENDAR

St. John’s UMW members
Anita Harris (l) and Glenda
Sanders (r) pose with Terry
Schoenert of San Antonio at
the June 7 UMW Luncheon
held during the 2019 Rio
Texas Annual Conference.

UMW’s  Ruth Circle and Naomi
Quest Circle are not meeting
this summer.
July 11-13:  Mission u, sponsored by the Rio Texas UMW,
San Antonio

A Message from UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
In light of the recent news about children in U.S. government holding facilities
along the U.S.-Mexico border, the United Methodist Committee on Relief has received
numerous requests to respond. We have heard the plea for action from the church.
Unfortunately, the facilities in question are managed in such a way that precludes even
UMCOR’s assistance. Access to these government facilities is extremely limited.
As the arm of The United Methodist Church mandated to cultivate
and promote mission, the General Board of Global Ministries offers tools
to use as you confront the frustration and helplessness that this situation
evokes. While this particular case is in the U.S., UMCOR recognizes that
migration is a global issue and the breadth and depth of our Global Migration
programming at UMCOR and Global Ministries reflects that fact.
As a church that is united on the need to care for children, we can be
in mission together.   This past Sunday, June 30, Global Ministries urged
participation in “A Sunday of Solidarity for Suffering Children” in three ways:
PRAY - We encourage you to pray for children. (See prayer at right)
ACT - We encourage you to act on behalf of children. While we cannot take
UMCOR hygiene kits to the U.S. government holding centers, we are distributing
the hygiene kits at transitional shelters all along the US-Mexico border. In the last
three months, UMCOR delivered 46,128 hygiene kits to six church-run transitional
shelters. Instructions on how to make and send these kits are available by visiting
www.umc.org/how-we-serve/responding-to-disaster. You can also act by calling
or writing your U.S. elected officials. A link to the General Board of Church and
Society, our sister United Methodist agency responsible for advocacy, provides
information.
GIVE - Finally, we encourage you to give on behalf of children. Through the
Global Migration Advance, UMCOR provides grants to organizations along the
U.S. border and elsewhere around the world that are working to fill gaps in the
needs and rights of migrants.
Jesus implored his disciples to welcome the children. This is our mission: to
make sure the children are welcomed. Thank you for your prayers, your actions,
and your gifts.
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A Prayer for
Suffering Children

God of All Children Everywhere,
Our hearts are bruised when we see
children suffering alone. Our hearts are
torn when we are unable to help.
Our hearts are broken when we have
some complicity in the matter. 		
For all the times we were too busy
and shooed a curious child away, forgive
us, God.
For all the times we failed to get
down on their level and look eye to eye
with a child, forgive us.			
For all the times we did not share
when we saw a hungry child somewhere
in the world, forgive us.
For all the times we thought about
calling elected officials to demand
change, but did not, forgive us.
For all the times we thought that
caring for the children of this world was
someone else’s responsibility, forgive us.
With Your grace, heal our hearts.
With Your grace, unite us in action.
With Your grace, repair our government.
With Your grace, help us to find a way
to welcome all children everywhere, that
they may know that Jesus loves them,
not just because “the Bible tells them so,”
but because they have known Your love
in real and tangible ways.
				
Amen

OUR PRAYER LIST

Hospital\Rehab: Lyneve Shaver
Recovering: John Thurston, Judi Edwards
Grieving: Family of Hope Thompson, Family of Robert Young, Family of Richard
Whitt, Family of Carmen Maxson, Family of Keith Wilson.
Our Church
President Trump		
US Military		
World Leadership
Phillip Balderas
Marci Bliss 		
Otis Bell 		
Dave & Jody 		
Blumenfeld
Melissa Brownlee
Tyler Brownlee		
Margo C.		
Gloria Caravantes
Jeff Caravantes		
Marcia Caravantes
Margo Chapman		
Christain
Ty Cobb			
Jim & Betty Collins

Josh W. Cox		
Mike Creel		
Mike Dailey		
Erik Doughty		
Margaret Earle		
Edwards Family		
Bill Everett		
Nicki Fischer		
Judy Forbes
Dawn Gardiner
Kathy Glover
Allen Hamende
Charlene Hardy		
Adan Herrera		
Jo Ann Holland		
Jack Johnson		
Phyllis Jones		
Ann Jordan 		
Linda Jordan

Margaret K.
Mimi Keen
Jerry King
Sandra Diaz KingLow
Charlotte Kunc		
Lt. Col. John Lyford
Marshall		
Colin McGlinchy		
Anna Neese		
Judi Oestreich		
Roma Onwiler		
Mike P.			
Robin Parkin & Family
Lily Pena
Debbie Potts		
Kelly R.			
Michael JaramilloRyes			
Lynne Richards		

Please pray for those who are on the Prayer List.
If you have someone you want to add or remove
from the list, please call the church office at 361991-4342.
Stephanie Rinald		
Alva Rodriguez
Lupe Rodriguez 		
Aaron Rooney		
Rilla Roots		
Jesse Ruiz		
Kelly S.			
Linda S. 		
Fay Sassman 		
Ivan Shaver		
Suzy Shepard		
Morgan Skidmore
Susan Skidmore		
Rachel Stone		

CELEBRATION OF
JULY BIRTHDAYS

IN REMEMBRANCE
Keith Wilson (1931-2019)

1

Keith Wilson, a member of St.
John’s for almost 20 years, died
June 3, 2019.  The funeral service
was held at Seaside Funeral
Home on June 10.  
A member of the CCI Sunday School class, Keith
attended the  9 a.m. worship service and was active
in various senior adult ministries, including the Energizers.  She also supported the Bereavement Team
and helped with receptions and dinner activities at the
church. A native of Kentucky, she had a special love
for the Kentucky Derby and hosted an annual gathering at her home on Derby Day, complete with Mint
Juleps and special refreshments. Keith will be dearly
missed by many friends at St. John’s UMC.

Jim Strain 		
Steven Suarez & 		
Family		
Bill Swope
Thurston Family
Louise Wagner
David Wallace		
Ward-Neal Family
Jay Wesson
Dennis Whitley		
Mary Lee Woodson
Roseann Zammiello
Gail Zaruba

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Kelli Huey, Mary Catherine 			
Ocker, Abel Patton
2 Martin Pace, Lisa Spencer, 			
NOTE: If your
Becky Thurston
birthday is not
3 Sheila Chapman, Tonya Delk
listed or is included
6 James Bell, Mr. Robin Smith
incorrectly, please
7 Sarah Coughran
call Robin Swope
8 Jeff Crumpler, Adela Garcia, 		
at the church, 991		 Cathi Garza
4342. Special thanks
9 Shauna Beard, Shelly Edwards		
to Gloria Caravantes,
10 Beth Polk, Clark McAllister
Card Ministry chair,
11 Henry Ocker
who handles each
12 Eleanor Eyring
month’s mailing.
13 Joey Lewis, Cam Wehring
14 Teresa Smith, Shelley Veit
17 Alan Nisbet
18 Lindsey Olevitch, Charles Teas
19 Connie Haralson, Molly Smith
20 Debi Francis
21 Samantha Waldrop
23 Willard Haskell
25 Peggy Laux
27 Wayne Carden, Sheree Hall
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AROUND THE CHURCH

Summer Kick Off Sunday in the CLB

The contemporary worship 11:17 collective sponsored “Summer Kick
Off Sunday” on June 2 in the Community Life Building. All ages enjoyed
eating ifruitcups, wearing leis, and celebrating fellowship.

3rd Graders Receive Bibles

Children’s Director Hanna Patton-Elliott presented Bibles to
three 3rd graders during the 11:17 worship service on June 16.

Flip Flops & Flap Jacks

Enjoying pancakes and sausage on Father’s
Day, June 16, was a hit in the Community Life
Building. The 11:17 collective planned the
event, and the gals manned the grill and served.
the plates. Janice Cagle is pictured at the grill!
Thanks to everyone who helped make the
event special.

Beat the “Summer Slump” by attending Sunday worship
services (9 a.m., 11:17 a.m.), Sunday School between the
two worship services, and special events at St. John’s UMC.
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St. John’s Youth Give Thumbs-Up
to UM Army Mission Trip
(United Methodist Action Reach-Out 		
Mission by Youth)

By Leslie Albrecht, Director for Student Ministries

Pastor KP and I, along with five of our regular students (Daniel,
Evan, Max, Malia, and Natalie) traveled to Pasadena FUMC where we
stayed for the week of June 9-15. 						
This was the first time for St. John’s to work with UM Army but if the
enthusiasm on the way home was any indicator, it won’t be the last.
Unlike our previous mission trips, this one had us grouped in
work teams with youth from other churches. At first this caused some
trepidation…”we have to work with people we don’t know?”
This actually turned out to be their favorite part. Pastor KP led a work
team and I helped out in the kitchen. The teams did various projects
including lawn work, cutting down trees, wheelchair ramps, fences,
wooden siding, painting, and caulking.
On our way to Pasadena, we stopped and checked out the new
steeple in Refugio and, of course, Buc-ee’s in Wharton.
Special thanks and appreciation to St. John’s Foundation which
provided funding to the Youth program to underwrite this mission trip.
There is a Christmas camp that 						
these students are already asking 						
to go to...we’ll have to see about that!

COMING UP!
Our Wednesday night Student
Splash-ins are back at 441 Colony
Dr. (the one-street neighborhood
on the other side of the church
fence). We meet from 5:30-7:30
pm. All youth are invited!  Usually
there are simple snacks.
ATTENTION: If you are an
upcoming 6th grader, you do NOT
have to wait for the beginning of
school to start participating in St.
John’s youth group. If your family
has a newly minted 6th grader (or
anyone going into 6th-12th grades
this next school year), please send
me the student’s information so
that I can be sure you get all of the
information.
leslie.sjmethodist@gmail.com
361-991-4342 X 109 			
or 361-537-7199.
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“I really enjoyed meeting new people
and helping others.”			

UM Army Mission Trip

--Daniel

“It was just a whole lot of fun!”

		

-- Malia

“My first experience at UM Army was great. I had a lot of fun. 		
At first I was kind of nervous because I would not be working 		
with my friends, but I was able to make new ones. My team and
I felt accomplished and thankful that we were able to help
someone who was not able to do the job they needed done.” 		
						--Evan
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Church Hosts 91 Youth in
Mission from Central Texas
Conference

From June 19-24, St. John’s UMC hosted about 90 youth
and their sponsors from the Central Texas Conference Youth
in Mission. The teams had assignments throughout the
week that included Corpus Christi and nearby towns to help
with various projects, including Hurricane Harvey repairs.
The youth ate breakfast and supper meals at the church and
slept in various rooms on the church campus.
A team of about 10 St. John’s members served supper (or
provided desserts) to the mission group on June 20.
(Above) Carrie Darst, Carolyn Pence, Gerri Cason, Connie
Hahn, Hollie Boehmer, and Mabel Pippin serve fried

chicken and side dishes; (above) Gerri Cason serves
food with a smile.  Thanks to other church members not
pictured who supported this activity.

Even St. John’s was the recipient
of the youth’s servant hearts.  They
noticed that the ramp to the church
storage shed in the back parking lot
needed repair and built a new one.

SENIOR
ADULT
MINISTRIES
Chairercise
Tuesdays and Thursdays (July
4 holiday observed) - 10 am
- AB Room 1
Bridge

JULY 2019 MEETINGS ...
Traditional Worship: No meeting this month.
Outreach: Thursday, June 13 - 6:30 pm - Conference Room
Kitchen Team: Monday, June 17 - 2:00 pm - CLB
Finance: Monday, June 17 - 6:30 pm - Conference Room
Trustees: Thursday, June 20 - 6:30 pm - Conference Room
CLC Board: Monday, June 24 - 12 noon - Conference Room
SPPRC: Tuesday, June 25 - 6:30 pm - Conference Room

Steeple Notes 10 July 2019

Tuesdays, July 9 & 23 - 1 pm AB Room 1
Mexican Train (Dominoes)
Wednesdays, July 10 & 24 1 pm - AB Room 1
Wednesday Bible Study
10:45 a.m., Conference Room
“You Can Begin Again” by
Joyce Meyer

The UMW Reading Program Leads to Action!
The Reading Program encourages Methodists to think critically about current
issues. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen one’s spirituality and to broaden
understanding of  mission work.
For 150 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that
includes prayer, study, and action. The Reading Program is a study opportunity, but
it should also lead to action. The purpose of the program is to encourage United
Methodist Women members and fellow church members to:
• Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission.
•

Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests and concerns.
and encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today.

•

Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in
contemporary life.

•

Enhance self-knowledge and act from that knowledge.

•

Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

For a list of suggested books, go to http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram.  For information about books available for loan through St. John’s UMW,
contact Anita Harris at 361-815-2335.

Intercessory Prayer Team
Meets Thursdays at 1 pm

Karen Van Kirk, longtime UMW
member, enjoys providing book
reviews at UMW meetings.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Prayer is one of the spiritual disciplines of the United
Methodist Church, and St. John’s is a Praying Church. The
Prayer Team meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. in Room 4
of the Admin. Bldg., and cordially invites you to join them.
All prayer cards that are submitted to the pastor or turned
in during worship services are prayed over, not only by the
church staff but also by the Prayer Team. Other intercessory
prayer is also included.If you would like to join this small group
that meets every Thursday at 1 pm, please come!

Hearing Assistance Available
Did you know that St. John’s UMC has an Audio Loop system designed to work with
the t-coils in your hearing aids or cochlear implants? To be connected to the loop system,
you will need to enable the T-coils on your device. Each seating area in the Sanctuary is
within the loop system’s range. To use, have your audiologist ensure that your hearing
aid t-coil is turned on. Ushers can help answer your general questions.

Keep Your Contact Info Updated!

Keeping connected to church news is important! If you have a new phone number,
new mailing address, or new email address, please let the church staff know (9914342) so that you won’t miss a single email blast, copy of Steeple Notes, or message
from the church!
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FOR ALL AGES
Children: 				

Preschool (3 yrs to Kinder)--Courtyard
Classroom					
						
1st and 2nd Grade: Upstairs Fellowship Hall
3rd–5th Grades: Room 4 Upstairs

Youth Sunday School:

6th–12th Grades: Youth Building

		

Adult Sunday School:
CCI, Admin. Bldg., Room 1		
College & Careers, Admin. Bldg., Room 3
Couples in Christ, Admin. Bldg., Room 4
Friendship, Conference Room			
Seekers, Upstairs Fellowship Hall, Room 3
Word to word, Admin. Bldg., Room 2

Why Should the Church Be Concerned
About Reading Failure?
By Elaine Clanton Harpine
People often say, “I thought you’re
a psychologist; why are you doing
reading?”  According to APA, thousands of
psychologists work with someone who has
failed in reading. 				
I’m primarily a motivational psychologist
who develops psycholog-ical/educational
programs for children and youth.
It was in the church that I first joined the
psychological movement to help children
who are failing in reading. I was working with
a group of teenage girls who did not want
to take part in the traditional youth service
project—building, painting, and restoring
damaged homes. These are excellent
projects, and there is a desperate need. I
did it for many years in my younger days, but
as I told the girls, hammers and nails are not
the only way that you can serve.
Jesus said, “whenever you did this for
one of the least important of these brothers
of mine, you did it for me.” Matthew 25:40
I suggested, we can teach children
to read. I volunteered in public schools
and knew that many children struggled in
reading. Little did I know how severe the
problem was.				
The girls were excited, raised the
money through bake sales, and planned
their first mission trip to the United Methodist
Missionary School in Tampa. 		
We arrived at a run-down building with
prison-style chain-link fence and barbed wire
around the top. This was a mission school.
We had planned reading groups; that failed.
We had children who had been thrown out
of school because of their behavior.
One student in first grade was 18 years
old. I moved him to my room. For some
reason, totally unknown to me even today,
I placed my Come Follow Me! children’s
worship book in the van. So, I sat down
and started rewriting a reading program for
these children. Children’s worship became
our foundation. As we left at the end of the
week, one young man said, “I’m gonna write
a book someday.”
We returned to Ohio (where my family
lived), and I immediately began researching,
testing, and developing a totally new
approach to teaching reading with atrisk students. The end result was: Camp
Sharigan. This became our summer mission
program.
We traveled to the Bronx twice, Chicago
in the projects, and even Dallas to the Trinity
River Mission. We also worked locally in
Ohio at Akron, Kent, and Youngstown.

My university students started working
with Camp Sharigan as well. I conducted
university level research with the Camp
Sharigan program in Dallas and found that
children who participated in Camp Sharigan
outscored children from the same school
who received traditional one-on-one tutoring
from SMU education majors.
One year later, I returned to retest
the children and found that the children
who had participated in Camp Sharigan
were still ahead of the children who had
received traditional tutoring. 		
At this point, my research work at
the university turned completely toward
preventing reading failure. 		
I continued Camp Sharigan when Bill
and I moved.  My church, St. John’s UMC in
Aiken, South Carolina, asked me to develop
a year-long afterschool reading program. I
spent eight years testing what became the
Reading Orienteering Club. Children who
had failed for two and three years move up
four grade levels in reading in one year at
the Reading Orienteering Club. I involved
my USCA students.
The afterschool program became not
only a way to help failing students return to
the classroom and succeed in reading, but
it was also an effective way to teach and
train psychology and education majors in
new ways to work with struggling students.
Now, through your generosity, this
program has come to Corpus Christi.
In January, we had our first Camp
Sharigan. It was very successful because of
the help and support of the volunteers from
St. John’s.  Several parents contacted me
after Camp Sharigan to tell me how much
their children had improved in reading, but
one week, no matter how successful, is not
enough. Some students need more.
This fall, on September 16th, we will bring
back Camp Sharigan as a weeklong kickoff
for our year-long Reading Orienteering Club
program.
We want to make St. John’s United
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Methodist Church known all around town
as the church where God’s children come
to learn to read. 				
I have donated the program’s content
free of charge to St. John’s and I have
designed the program so it is easy to use.
You do not need special training. All you
need is a desire to help God’s children learn to
read. Why? Because 63% of children across
the nation are failing in reading right now.
The state of Texas is fifth from the bottom
in reading scores. Our neighborhood around
the church has some of the lowest reading
scores in the entire state of Texas.
Such failure leads to crime (80% of those
in prison can’t read). Reading failure also leads
to mental health problems—even suicide, and
a person who cannot read cannot fill out a job
application or rental application. We at St.
John’s can change this.
For September, we are looking for
children in first, second, and third grades
who need help in reading. Thanks to your
generosity, this will be a free program for
children in our community.
Our biggest need is volunteers. We
need your help finding volunteers to work
and make this program possible. If you
can sit in a nice comfy St. John’s chair and
read at the third-grade level, you can teach
a child to read. Middle school, high school,
college, parents, and retired seniors can
work this program.   We need everyone’s
help.   God’s children need your help. My
motto has always been:
If you teach a child to read, you can
change the world.

St. John’s United Methodist Men
Breakfast and Fellowship....every Wednesday morning, 6:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
UMM assisted church member Janice Cagle with her Junior League
Little Free Library project on June 22. Darron Bergstrom, Robert
Garza, and David Harris installed five libraries at variousSouthside
Parks--J. D. Bock, Ridgewood, Brighton, Brockhampton, and
Lakeview The Little Free Library are designed to share books with
the community to promote reading. You can share or take books to
read.  This is the Junior League of Corpus Christi’s 75th Anniversary
project. We had a great time helping with this event.
Serving at the 2019 Rio Texas Annual Conference June 5-8 as
shuttle drivers or cameramen were Gary Schwartz, Jim Falwell,
Darron Bergstrom, Robert Garza, Jack Pace, Charles Teas, and
Bryan Thompson.
UMM members Darron Bergstrom, Robert Garza, and David Harris
pose with Janice Cagle after installing one of five Little Free Libraries
at a local city park.

(at left) Jim Falwell mans the camera at Annual
Conference; (above) Darron Bergstrom drives
one of several shuttles used to help delegates
get to and from the parking lot.

Coming up: UMM members will cook a brisket
meal for the two Dinner Theatres on July 12-13 and
will help with a Fish Fry on July 20 at the church.
Servant hearts at work!

July 12, July 13 Dinner Theatre
Tickets Are Available; Purchase Now!
“Excuse Me, Are You a Christian? I’m Looking for a Christian”
Tickets are on sale at $15 per person for the second Annual Dinner Theatre
at St. John’s, scheduled Friday, July 12, and Saturday, July 13, at 6 pm in the
Community Life Building. Order your tickets, and call friends and family to
invite them to join us.
Please note that tickets must be purchased in advance; tickets will not be sold
at the door.  Tables seating 8 are available to be reserved.
This play has something for everyone, said director Elaine Clanton Harpine.  
“Yes, we included a little humor, and as always, we are turning to the words of
Jesus Christ straight from the Gospel,” she said.  “There’s a cowboy church and
a biker church.  Come see what the preacher has to say, the TV Evangelist, and
Frank, the custodian. All of your favorite actors are back, and children will help
everyone find answers.”
This play is appropriate for all ages, but child care will be provided in the
church nursery.
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Benny Cason provided a skit during the
9 am worship service on June 23 to encourage everyone to attend the Dinner Theatre.

SAVE THE DATE:
St. John’s UMC Vacation Bible School
Friday-Sunday, 5:30-8:30 pm
August 9-11, 2019
Legos, Music, Art, Games
Call Hanna Patton-Elliott, Children’s
Director, to learn about volunteer
opportunities and how you can help
make VBS successful.
Registration coming soon!

Church Can Help
Immigrants
Arriving in Rio
Grande Valley
During the 2019 Annual
Conference, members of the
Rio Texas Conference United
Meth-odist Women collected tote
bags filled with hygiene items
for Holding Institute in Laredo
and Good Neighbor Settlement
House in Brownsville.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
UPDATES

UMW President Glenda Sanders poses with Mike Smith, Executive Director of the Holding
Institute in Laredo

Now, the focus is on much-needed gift cards.
St. John’s UMW invites church members to consider
purchasing a $20 gift card from Walmart, HEB, or Target and  
delivering it to the church office or placing it in the Sunday
offering plate clearly labeled “LAREDO.”  
Cash or checks are also accepted, and UMW members will
make the purchase for you.  The deadline to contribute to the
Holding Institute in Laredo is August 5.
Holding Institute started out in 1860 as a school for
Mexican-American children who were not allowed in Texas
public schools.  Now, it is a shelter for migrants from Central
America. More information will be shared as this effort is
being coordinated through UMW and UMM, Glenda Sanders
said.

Word to word-The Word to word Sunday School class will continue
studying the Book of Job.  As July begins, we are in Chapter
34, so there’s still time to join us for the grand finale in late
August!  You won’t want to miss it!  Also, we will be changing
our meeting room to Room 2 in the Administration Building
on about July 14.  Please continue to join us for the Bible
study in the Conference Room in the meantime!  
				
CCI Class-						
The CCI (Contemporary Christian Issues) Class is studying
the Old Testament book of 1 Samuel. Chris Garcia is teaching
the Bible study which will continue through August. Come
join us in Room 1 in the Administration Building.
Class members who continue to be on our prayer list
are Phyllis Jones, Lyneve Shaver, Gloria Caravantes, Judi
Edwards, Arlene Kilsby, and Nicki Fischer. Also, the class
recently said farewell to Cindy McCormick, who has   
relocated to Benbrook, TX, which is a suburb of Fort Worth.
Other adult classes also invite your participation:  
Friendship Class, Couples in Christ, Seekers, and
College & Careers.
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THY KINGDOM COME Welcomes You!
You are invited to attend Thy Kingdom Come worship service
every first Sunday at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall
Come out for some heavy worship as we celebrate together the message
of grace and hope in Jesus Christ. This unique service hosted at St. John’s
includes passionate worship, scriptural sermons, communion of the body,
and always a space for restoration. Make time this month to see what God
is doing with Thy Kingdom Come at St. John’s!        
Please enter through the Parade Street entrance.

STATE OF THE CHURCH

High School Graduate Honored		

Mary-Elizabeth Blue, daughter of Robin and Jeff
Blue and sister of Palmer, was recognized as a 2019
graduating senior during a recent 9 a.m. worship
service. Mary-Elizabeth will leave later this month
to attend the University of Tennessee. 			
Congratulations, Mary-Elizabeth!

Budgeted Receipts

(2019 Budget: $542,738)

2019 YTD

$ 45,228.17

$ 226,140.83

				
Pledges Made
$ 32,440.66
$ 162,203.30

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
		
JUNE 2019
9 a.m. (Traditional)
    66
11:17 a.m. (Contemporary)
    57
Sunday School
71
Visitors
6
Thy Kingdom Come
22
   (monthly, 1st Sunday, 7 pm)
5th Sunday Churchwide Supper 60

JUNE 2018
99
62
87		
13		
21

Let’s worship our Lord and Savior every week unless illness or travel
prevents it. If you are absent because of illness or hospitalization, please
ask a family member or friend to let the church know by calling 991-4342.
Our prayer warriors, pastors, staff, and homebound team want to lift up
your name in prayer and schedule a visit if you would like.

DO YOU KNOW
SOMEONE
WHO MIGHT BE 		
INTERESTED
IN KINGDOM
KAMP?

MAY 2019

Pledges Paid

$ 23,022.50

$ 159,661.68

Pledges + or (-)

($ 9,418.16)

($  2,541.62)

Gifts Received

$ 34,844.49

$ 221,344.62

Apportionments Paid $ 3,107.41
(Total 2019 apportionments: $65,1612)

$ 20,219.74

Thank you for supporting St. John‘s ministries with your
tithes and offerings. St. John’s members and guests may
call the church bookkeeper at 991-4342 to discuss
additional giving opportunities for 2019.

     Kingdom Kamp is an overnight retreat for physically mobile, developmentally challenged adults 18+ years of age who want to make new friends
and memories while they share their love for Jesus Christ.  The camp will be
held at Cathedral Oaks Retreat Center at Weimar, TX, over Labor Day weekend (Aug. 31-Sept 2).  2019 is the camp’s 35th year!  Visit the new website:
www.kingdomkamp.org
Local churches are invited to recruit campers, volunteer to serve as staff,
underwrite a $175 scholarship for one camper, or provide a donation to
Kingdom Kamp. For more information, contact Rev. Nancy Day at 512-3939772 or rev.nancy.day@gmail.com.
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CHURCH CHATTER
Do You Have Silk Flowers or Artificial Trees To Loan?		

Artificial red silk flowers are needed to create a garden scene on stage for the
Dinner Theatre this month.  We would like to use red flowers because this is
the season of Pentecost and red is the color for the Holy Spirit. If you have
red flowers that we can use, place your name on the stem. We will return
the flowers after the play.  Also needed are two artificial trees for the park
scene. If you can help, contact: Elaine Clanton Harpine at 361-867-8040 or at
clantonharpine@hotmail.com

Looking Ahead to the August Calendar				

Sunday, August 25--Blessing of the Backpacks during worship services.

Confirmation Class Planned This Fall

Pastor Wade is planning to offer a Confirmation Class this fall for youth
in Grades 6-12. If you have a youngster who

Thank You Note Received

A thank you note from Becca Maestas has been received. Becca was
awarded a scholarship in May by St. John’s Scholarship Committee to
continue her education. She wrote: “Dear St. John’s UMC: Thank you
very much for selecting me for a scholarship. I can’t thank you enough
for your kindness and support.”

MEMORIAL
GIFTS
Gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in
honor of family members, friends, and ministries
are placed in St. John’s UMC Memorial Fund.
Current funds include Building, Choir, Youth,
Scholarship, Worship, Bereavement, Food Pantry,
and Undesignated for general church needs. Your
gift, in any amount, is sincerely appreciated. Be
sure to designate which fund should receive your
gift. Gifts to the Memorial Fund also may be given
anonymously.

In loving memory of Keith Wilson, a gift to
the Bereavement Fund from Chris Garcia and
a gift from the CCI Sunday School Class to the
Food Pantry.
Also in loving memory of Keith Wilson, a gift
to the Scholarship Fund from JoAnn Holland.

St. John’s United Methodist Church
Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor 				
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com)
Rev. Kenneth “KP” Polk, Associate Pastor 				
(kp.sjmethodist@gmail.com)

OFFICE HOURS: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 		
9 a.m.-noon on Friday.
FOOD PANTRY, 9 a.m.-Noon, Wednesday and Thursday
CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER: 361-991-4780

Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries
Barbara Benton, Bookkeeper

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Church: 361-991-4342; FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Bryan Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodian
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Cathy McRorey, Receptionist
Hanna Patton-Elliott, Children’s Director
Ernie Pena, Custodian					
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director (Attendant: Tonya Delk)
Robin Swope, Administrative Assistant

Email: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Web: www.sjmethodist.com
Facebook: facebook.com/SJUMC
Twitter: @ stjohnmethodist

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
				
11:17a.m. Contemporary Worship (Community Life Bldg.)
7:00 p.m.
Thy Kingdom Come (first Sunday only)
(Fellowship Hall)
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United
Methodist Church, is emailed to members and guests as
a PDF document and is published on the church website.
Printed copies are also available at the church. Deadline for
the AUGUST 2019 issue is Friday, July 26.
Editor: Chris Garcia -- home, 991-2784; cell, 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com
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