A Community of Faith With a Place for You!
A place to belong... A place to believe... A place to become!

STEEPLE NOTES

JUNE 2019

June 2 Kick Off to Summer!
Let’s kick off summer by being at St. John’s UMC this Sunday,
June 2, to praise God, participate in worship and a special Communion
service, and enjoy special activities that are planned.
Pastor Wade Lindstrom will preach in both the 9 a.m. traditional
worship service in the Sanctuary and the 11:17 contemporary service
in the Community Life Building.					
		
The sermon is titled “Remember” (Acts 2:42) and is based on
the book Searching for Sunday by the late Rachel Held Evans.		
Fellowship in advance of the 11:17 service--at 10:45 a.m.--will
include children, youth, and adults enjoying fruit cups.
Thy Kingdom Come heavy metal worship service will be held at
7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Pentecost Sunday--June 9
Pentecost Sunday, the seventh Sunday (50 days) after Easter, is
considered one of the greatest mission festivals of the Christian year.
Pentecost will be observed during June 9 worship services at St.
John’s. All worshippers are invited to “wear red,” symbolizing the
descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ followers gathered in an upper
room in Jerusalem.
Pentecost is described in the book of Acts 2:1–31. Present were
about 120 followers of Christ (Acts 1:15), including the Twelve
Apostles (including Matthias who was Judas’ replacement), Jesus’
mother Mary and his brothers, and various other women disciples.

KICK OFF TO SUMMER....11:17 worship service

“Flip Flops & Flapjacks” on Father’s Day
Come to St. John’s on Sunday, June 16, at 10:45 a.m. in the
Community Life Building to enjoy breakfast. See colorful
flyer on Page 3.

Churchwide Supper--June 30
Methodists enjoy food and fellowship, and the fifth Sunday churchwide supper, hosted by the Food, Fun & Fellowship team, meets that
expectation. Everyone is invited to participate in the covered dish
supper on Sunday, June 30, at 5 p.m. in the Community Life Building.
Attire is casual. Please see story on Page 5 and save the date.

CALLING ALL CHILDREN! Come to the Summer Kick-Off
this Sunday, June 2, at 10:15 a.m. in Room 3 upstairs...
followed at 10:45 a.m. with fruit cups in the CLB and
then worship at 11:17. (See top flyer)
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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Ongoing Mission: Helping Immigrant
Families with Toiletries, Food, Water
Before I was appointed to St. John’s, my experiences in Corpus Christi mostly
happened during Rio Texas Annual Conference meetings at the American Bank
Center. As part of that experience, several friends of mine began to invite conference
attendees to participate in mission with the homeless while we were in Corpus
Christi.
As we began to consider that this year, we agreed that the homeless situation,
while always in need, is not as dire as the situation with immigrants along the
border and in South Texas. So, we have planned for this year to collect things
for a mission group that helps feed and outfit immigrants when they first arrive in
Texas and are awaiting hearings on their asylum cases.
We will be collecting the following items from churches all across the
conference to support Interfaith Welcome Coalition of San Antonio which works
with about 200 new immigrants a day. While we will be doing a collection during
Rio Texas Annual Conference, this will become an ongoing mission opportunity
for us throughout the year.							
When released at the bus station, families have no money, food, water, or
supplies to provide comfort on their journey. We need to help provide families
with basic supplies. It costs $25 to provide one family with these supplies. Help
us fill a Refugee Backpack by sponsoring one with a donation of $25. Or you
may donate any of the following items identified in the box at right, and we will
combine them to fill the backpacks.
Peace! I love you church!
Pastor Wade

Pastor Wade Lindstrom

Toiletries placed in a quart Ziploc
bag:
2 toothbrushes
1 travel size toothpaste
1 package of hand wipes
2 packages travel size Kleenex
2-3 hair bands or scrunchies
Optional but highly
recommended
Small pocket size English-		
Spanish Dictionary
Small stuffed animals
Snacks placed in a gallon Ziploc
bag
3 packages of fruit snacks
3-4 granola bars
2-3 packages of animal crackers
2-3 packages of Cheezits
2-3 packages of salt snacks
(peanut butter crackers, cheese
crackers etc.)
1 bottle of water and one water
bottle
2 pens
1 small note pad
Coloring book and crayons
Small blanket (4×6)

ACOLYTES HONORED--The Traditional Worship Committee recently
honored Jackson Claunch and Natalie Albrecht (in white robes), who
faithfully serve as acolytes for the 9 a.m. worship service by carrying
in the light and the cross. Pictured with these outstanding youth are
parents Brian Claunch (l) and Leslie Albrecht (r).
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Communion will be served this
Sunday in all worship services.
St. John’s UMC communion
table is open to all who desire a
closer relationship with Jesus.

Celebrate Father’s Day
on Sunday, June 16!

Plants for the Montclair Teachers

Last week, Pastor Wade and
Children’s Director Hanna
Patton-Elliott delivered a
plant to every teacher and
staff member to let them
know how much St. John’s
appreciates their work with
children.

Food for Thought from St. John’s Food Pantry
ITEMS NEEDED
FOR MONTH OF JUNE

Fla-Vor-Ice
or Ice Pops

Spaghetti or Pasta
of any kind

While the final statistics aren’t ready for the month of May, our Food Pantry
team says it’s been another strong month, with many households and individuals
served. “We saw lots of familiar faces and met some new ones, too,” said church
receptionist Cathi McRorey. “We were very blessed to get free produce from the
Food Bank and were able to hand out tomatoes, cucumbers, and apples. Thanks to
Larry and Hanna Patton for picking it up for us.”
Pantry clients were so excited to get the food and produce. Maria, who has a
service dog who goes everywhere with her and is battling several health issues, is
always smiling and happy. Maria is among many wonderful clients who visit the
pantry each week.
Thanks to your support and generosity, some special food items will be
distributed beginning in June--apple juice pouches, applesauce, cereal bars, and
grape jelly in addition to our normal pantry items. We want to hand out ice pops so
the children we serve will have a special treat. (See photos at left.) When the kids
are in school, they get fed but in the summer, it is hard during summertime because
their families have to purchase snacks.
Thank you again for supporting your Food Pantry. Please know that your
financial gifts in any amount are also sincerely appreciated.
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Church Can Help UMW Respond to Needs of
Immigrants Arriving in the Rio Grande Valley
Members of the Rio Texas Conference United Methodist Women are collecting
tote bags filled with hygiene items for Holding Institute in Laredo and Good
Neighbor Settlement House in Brownsville. These two centers are National Mission
Institutions and are trying to respond to the needs of hundreds of migrants arriving
daily. Everyone is invited to participate in this project.
Please bring your bags to the Mission Breakfast on Friday morning or to the
UMW Luncheon on Friday, June 7, at the American Bank Center. UMW also will
accept donations at their display table in the exhibit hall. If you are not attending
Annual Conference or the UMW luncheon, you may send your bags with your
clergy or lay delegates.									
Items Requested: Shampoo, wash cloths, bath soap/body wash, lotion (travel
sizes acceptable), wash clothes, toothpaste/toothbrushes, Chapstick, deodorant for
women and men, hairbrushes, Band-aids, disposable razors, wet wipes, feminine
pads, Kleenex, tote bags, non-perishable snacks. Gift cards to Walmart and Target
are also accepted.

UMW CALENDAR
UMW’s Ruth Circle
and Naomi Quest
Circle will not meet
during the summer.

United Methodist Women celebrating 150 years with a “Tea Party”
By Glenda Sanders, UMW President

Please join us for a “Tea Party” on Saturday, August
3, from 11 am to 1 pm in the Community Life Building
at St. John’s UMC, 5300 S. Alameda. The event will
feature brunch complete with tea sandwiches and desserts,
entertainment and plenty of time to visit!
Tickets are $10 each and will be available July 1.
There will be a special Children’s table for ages 4 - 11.

Childcare for ages 3 and younger is available with advance
reservation by Aug 3rd. Please plan to bring any special
food needs or infant formulas.
There will be a Silent Auction at the event to
raise money for missions. We are especially seeking
Inspirational items, Themed Baskets and Gift Certificates
valued at $25 or more.
TO DECORATE A TABLE, contact Glenda Sanders at
361-946-9508 or sanders.glenda@att.net for details.

St. John’s United Methodist Men
Breakfast and Fellowship....every Wednesday morning, 6:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
We started off slow but ended up with a good crowd
for the Beach to Bay Marathon. Working the Doddridge
Park water station was Jim Falwell, Rick Darst, Jack Pace,
Robert Garza, Charles Teas, Sam Windsor, Guy Watts,
Darron Bergstrom, Betty & Bryan Thompson, and a friend
of our son, Jeff Boeck.
Gary Schwartz participated with his group at another
station. Overall, a great turnout by your United Methodist Men.
For the upcoming Rio Texas Annual Conference at
the American Bank Center June 5-8, several of our UMM

members have signed up, along with other churches, to
drive shuttle carts to take participants to and from the
sessions. The shifts run from 6:30 am to 10 pm.
Drivers will be Darron Bergstrom, Robert Garza, Gary
Schwartz, Jim Falwell, Jack Pace, and Bryan Thompson.
They are covering eighteen shifts.
In July 12-13, UMM members will cook for the
Dinner Theater and also will plan to help with a Fish Fry
on July 20. More details coming later.
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Friendship Luncheon Celebrated
by Church Women United
About a dozen church and UMW
members were present to help
honor St. John’s member Evalynn
Bunk at the May 10 Friendship
Luncheon hosted by Church
Women United. Those attending
included Glenda Sanders, Chris
Davis Garcia, Debi Francis,
Joyce Zimmerman, Nancy Busby,
Carole Salsberry, Karen Van Kirk,
Pastors Wade and KP, Judi & John
Edwards, and Bill and Elaine
Harpine.

Save These
Dates:
Friday & Saturday		
July 12-13, Dinner Theatre, for all ages; tickets
will be available soon.

Evalynn Bunk with Debi Francis and Joyce
Zimmerman

Saturday July 20, FISH
FRY that will be an outreach to the church neighborhood.
Tickets in advance, $10;
tickets at the door, $12.
Saturday, August 3, UMW
Tea, 11 a.m., CLB.
Tickets are $10 each and
will be available soon

Nancy Busby, Carole Salsberry, Karen Van Kirk, Pastor
KP, Bill and Elaine Harpine, Judi Edwards

Fifth Sunday All-Church Supper Planned June 30
United Methodists love food and fellowship!
Mark your calendar for the next “Fifth Sunday All-Church Covered Dish Supper” on Sunday,
June 30, beginning at 5 p.m. in the Community Life Building. Plan to participate, and bring the
whole family. One of the goals is to meet new and old members and help match names with
faces! Dress is casual.
So that a good array of food dishes might help feed a large crowd (in March, more than 65
attended!), please consider these categories by alpha last name and food categories:
				Last name:
A to I ......Meat or Casserole
SPECIAL NOTE: “Fifth Sunday” 					
suppers (only four per year) are
					
J to R .....Salad or Vegetable
hosted by the Food, Fun, and Fellowship
Team. This team has lost
to Z ..... Dessert
some key members due to illness					S
and could use some younger
members to help during 2019. Team members help with setting up
and decorating about 10 tables, setting up the serving tables, making
pitchers of lemonade and tea, and cleaning up. If you like hospitality
and food, please contact Evalynn Bunk or the church staff and leave
your name and phone number.
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JUNE
MEETINGS ...
Traditional Worship: No
meeting this month.
Outreach: Thursday, June 13 6:30 pm - Conference Room
Kitchen Team: Monday, June
17 - 2:00 pm - CLB
Finance: Monday, June 17 6:30 pm - Conference Room

Add Sunday
School to
Your Summer
Schedule!
Six adult classes offer
study, conversation,
fellowship

Trustees: Thursday, June 20 6:30 pm - Conference Room
CLC Board: Monday, June 24 12 noon - Conference Room
SPPRC: Tuesday, June 25 6:30 pm - Conference Room

SENIOR ADULT
MINISTRIES
Chairsercize:
Tuesday & Thursday - 10:00 am
- AB Room 1

Bridge:
Tuesday, June 11 & 25 - 1:00
pm - AB Room 1

Mexican Train:
Wednesday, June 12 & 26 1:00 pm - AB Room 1

Judi and John Edwards have been teaching the CCI class
for the past five Sundays, focusing on Adam Hamilton’s
book and video study, “Seeing Gray in a World of Black
and White.” The study will conclude this Sunday, June 2.

Word to word Class

		
In Job 29, Job himself continues
to speak out, laying out his defense
against the charges against him from
his 3 “friends.” How hard must that
be, considering Job thought these three
were his devoted friends. At the onset,
they patiently waited for 7 long days of
silence. But, oh boy, watch out! The
silence is broken by the 3. It must’ve
been hard to listen to the reasoning the
friends laid upon him.
We are studying the Book of Job
in Sunday School, delving into the
difficulties presented in each chapter.  
If you have never studied Job, it’s a
stark lesson in the ways of the world as
presented in the divine word God gives
us. The discussion is always the same:
there’s so much repetition in various
chapters! But we’ve all learned that the
repetition is for God’s emphasis, in case
we didn’t get His “drift” the first time
around!
Come help us study this interesting
book in the Bible, learning new
applications for our own lives each
week. We meet in Room 2 of the
Admin. Building from 10:15-11 a.m.
each week.  Come join us and find out
more about the Word God gives us in
the Bible.

Check with teachers of the Friendship Class, College and Careers,
and Couples in Christ to see what’s
on their summer class schedule.
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CCI Class
			
Special thanks to Judi and John
Edwards for leading a 5-week study on
“Seeing Gray in a World of Black and
White.” The study sparked thoughtful
discussion and reflection for both the
CCI and Friendship Class members.
The CCI class will begin a new
Bible study in mid-June that focuses on
the Old Testament, said teacher Chris
Garcia.
Seekers Class		
		
The Seekers Class has begun a new
3-week study titled “From Burned Out
To Blessed “by Kerry Shook. In our
society, it’s normal to get caught up
in a busy and often stressful schedule;
but busier isn’t always better. Pushing
yourself to extremes can leave you
overcommitted, burned out and too
tired to hear God’s wisdom.
Kerry and Chris Shook help you
understand the joys of living a simple
life based solely on God and His
powerful love. By learning to slow
down and live a life based on God’s
heart, you’ll discover a better and
simpler life filled with contentment.
The Seekers ladies birthday
dinner is scheduled May 30, at Chuy’s
Restaurant. They will celebrate again
on Thursday, June 27.
The class hosted a Mother’s Day
lunch on May 8 for the Women’s
Wenholz House. Lasagna, salad and
garlic bread were provided and tote bags
filled with all kinds of goodies.

OUR PRAYER LIST
Hospital\Rehab: John Thurston; Lyneve Shaver (at home)
Grieving: Family of Maggie Matthews; Family of Brandon Rios
Our Church
President Trump		
US Military		
CC Metro Ministries
World Leadership
Phillip Balderas
Glen & Susie Bazeman
Charles Lee Bivona
Les Blue Melissa 		
Brownlee
Tyler Brownlee		
Margo C.		
Gloria Caravantes Jeff
Caravantes		
Marcia Caravantes
Margo Chapman		
Christain David Codney
David Collendar
Jim & Betty Collins
Josh W. Cox		
Mike Dailey

Erik Doughty
Margaret Earle		
Bill Everett		
Edwards Family
Nicki Fischer		
Judy Forbes
Melody Fortson 		
Pat Gideon
Gonzales Family
Charlene Hardy		
Adan Herrera		
Jack Johnson		
Phyllis Jones		
Ann Jordan 		
Gary & Teresa Just
Margaret K.
Mimi Keen
Jerry King
Sandra Diaz KingLow
Keith Land 		
Lt. Col. John Lyford

Marshall		
Mike Martin		
Colin McGlinchy		
Anna Neese		
Judi Oestreich		
Roma Onwiler		
Mike P.			
Mary Palmer
Lily Pena
Pat Ponton		
Kelly R.			
Sue Rees
Mary Lee Ress
Michael Jaramillo-Ryes
Lynne Richards
Logan Robinson
Lupe Rodriguez 		
Rilla Roots		
Jesse Ruiz		
Kelly S.			
Linda S. 		

Pastors, Laity To Represent St. John’s
at 2019 Rio Texas Annual Conference
Pastors Wade Lindstrom and KP Polk will be joined by four
members of St. John’s laity at the 2019 Rio Texas Annual Conference scheduled Wednesday-Saturday, June 5-8 at the American
Bank Center.
Representing St. John’s congregation will be Leslie Albrecht,
director of Student Ministries; Rick Darst, member of UMM and
active in the Sanctuary Choir and Traditional Worship Committee; Chris Davis Garcia, Lay Leader and board member of St.
John’s Foundation; and Robyn Cobb, a member of the Board of
Trustees and Outreach Committee. All have been members of St.
John’s for many years.
They have each received the preliminary printed agenda and
are looking forward to participating as voting delegates.

Coastal Bend District Appointments

St. John’s Senior Pastor Wade Lindstrom and UMW President
Glenda Sanders have been appointed to the Coastal Bend District
Committee on Ordained Ministry Team. It is Glenda’s third year.
The announcement was made at the May 5 District Celebration,
which was attended by several St. John’s members, including Pastors
Wade and KP, Annual Conference delegates Rick Darst and Chris
Garcia, and church members Mike and Roseann Zammiello.

Please pray for those who are on the Prayer List.
If you have someone you want to add or remove
from the list, please call the church office at 361991-4342.
Fay Sassman 		
Gary Schwartz 		
Ivan Shaver		
Lyneve Shaver		
Suzy Shepard		
Jeff Shivers		
Elizabeth Singer		
Juliette Singer		
Jenna Singleton Susan
Skidmore		
Jim Strain 		
Steve Strain
Steven Suarez & Family
Bill Swope

Thurston Family
Louise Wagner
David Wallace		
Ward-Neal Family
Jay Wesson
Janice White
Dennis Whitley		
Bill Wilson & Family
Keith Wilson		
Mary Lee Woodson
Roseann Zammiello

Finance Committee
Update:
I would like to thank you for your response to
our appeal earlier this year. The response has
been a blessing and we have recovered toward
our goals of achieving budget year to date.
As of the end of April, we are still $11,334.55
under budget comparing revenues to expenses.
We have until the end of the year to close this
gap, and with your support we can achieve
this goal. Please continue with your additional
contributions or offerings on Sundays. 		
We will also have some opportunities to
provide for additional funding with our Summer
Theatre series on July 12th & 13th. We will also
have a Church Fish Fry on July 20th which will be
an outreach to our neighborhood community.
There is also a Mystery Dinner Theater
Planned for September 14th. We will have more
details later. 					
Thanks again for the blessing you share with
St. John’s.
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Sincerely,
Darron Bergstrom 				
Finance Committee Chair

High School Graduate Becca Maestas
Is Awarded St. John’s Scholarship
By Marianne Robert
Chair, Scholarship Committee
Rebecca “Becca” Maestas, an active member of St. John’s
Youth group for the past three years, has been awarded a
scholarship to continue her education. She has also served as
an usher in the contemporary service. Becca graduatedfrom an
online home school program with honors.
Becca plans to continue her post-secondary education
through Penn Foster College’s online program to obtain an associate degree as a veterinary technician. She may also later continue to become a veterinarian, as she loves volunteering at the
Texas State Aquarium and working with exotic animal species.
A reception was held May 19 in Fellowship Hall to honor
Becca and her family. Many thanks to all who graciously donated
to St. John’s Scholarship Committee. Congratulations, Becca!

Posing with Becca Maestas (c) are members of the St. John’s
Scholarship Committee (l-r), Betty Thompson, Marianne Robert,
Nancy Busby, Debi Francis, Mary Falwell, and Lynn Bridges.
(Below) Becca is pictured with her mother Kristen Hoover and
her grandparents Jim and Rebecca Hoover.

(Photo at left)
Leslie Albrecht, director
of St. John’s Student
Ministries program,
presents a gift to Becca
at the reception.

CELEBRATION OF
JUNE BIRTHDAYS
4
Philip Sims
7
Keith Wilson
9
Royce Albrecht, Ryan Cobb
10 Faye Wilkins
11 Andrea Arevalo
13 Janice Cagle
15 Bryan R. Thompson
18 Noe Arevalo, Melissa Brownlee
19 Sue Windsor
25 Karen Van Kirk, Alexa Waldrop
26 Mary Ann Billings, Dorothy
		Pallotti
27 Oneida Cantu Alegria, Jo Anne
Wilshusen
28 Mary McAllister
30 Billy Thompson

SPECIAL THANKS...

My name is Philip Scott Childers, and my mom’s name was Suanne
Peek Smith. She was a devout member of St. John’s for many years.
I wanted to thank Sherrie and Jack Johnson and all of mom’s loyal caring
friends for all their support during our family’s trying times.
I want to thank everyone who helped with the funeral of Sue’s granddaughter Charli Ann Childers and provided the refreshments at the reception afterwards. I want to thank everyone who helped with Sue’s funeral
and provided emotional support for our family in the form of sympathy
cards and food sent to our house. I want to thank everyone who visited
Sue while she was ill and who sent get-well cards to her in the hospital.
I’m so sorry it took so long for me to write this but it has been a
rough couple of years for our family. Once again, thanks so much to
everyone involved.
-- Sue’s son, Scott Childers and Family
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“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

One of the greatest hymn writers of all time, Isaac Watts, composed the
beautiful hymn, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” The hymn appears
as # 298 and 299 in the Methodist hymnal.				
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was born in England, the first son of a family of
the Dissenting tradition. Though his training in Greek, Latin and Hebrew
would have allowed him the opportunity to become an Anglican priest, he
chose to pastor a Dissenting congregation.				
At the time of Watts’ birth, churches in England sang only metrical
psalms. But by the time of his death, he had planted the seeds of a much
more complex hymnody. His 600 hymns found in seven collections made
the transition from a rigid, metrical psalmody to a freer, theologically-based
hymnody.
Several hymnologists have noted that this hymn, first published in
Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1707), is an excellent example of many of his
best techniques, such as his ability to write beginning lines which capture
one’s attention, maintain a theme and build to a climax.
In the UM Hymnal, the text is set to two different tunes. HAMBURG
by American Lowell Mason, was written in 1824. This tune originated
from Gregorian chant (presumably the Benedictus) and was first published
in 1825. The second tune, ROCKINGHAM, composed by Englishman
Edward Miller in 1790, was first matched with this text in 1861.
This hymn is particularly powerful because it includes many poetic
devices. For example, oxymoron is found twice in the first stanza: “my
richest gain I count but loss” and “pour contempt on all my pride.”
The third stanza contains a paradox in a crown of thorns, and there
are two rhetorical questions in the second half of this stanza: “Did
e’er such love and sorrow met, or thorns compose so rich a crown?”
The piece ends with a climax, “Demands my soul, my life, my all.”
”When I Survey” is a hymn which is saturated with theology and a call
for an emotional response from the singer. This hymn was transformed into
a statement of faith that crosses denominational lines and generations. 		
According to hymn scholar Lionel Adey, the lines “‘All the vain things that
charm me most / I sacrifice them . . .’ have a meaning personal to each singer,
one that might require either action or renunciation.” The three pledges at
the climax of the hymn (“my soul, my life, my all”) are a sacrifice that had
once been required only of those taking monastic vows.

Isaac Watts
(1674-1748)

HYMN STANZAS
1. When I survey the wond’rous Cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest Gain I count but Loss,
And pour Contempt on all my Pride.
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the Death of Christ my God:
All the vain Things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his Blood.
3. See from his Head, his Hands, his Feet,
Sorrow and Love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such Love and Sorrow meet?
Or Thorns compose so rich a Crown?
4. His dying Crimson, like a Robe,
Spreads o’er his Body on the Tree;
Then am I dead to all the Globe,
And all the Globe is dead to me.
5. Were the whole Realm of Nature mine,
That were a Present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my Soul, my Life, my All.

CENTRAL TEXAS CONFERENCE YOUTH IN MISSION COMING TO ST. JOHN’S UMC
This summer, June 16-22, St. John’s will be hosting about 100 youth from the Central Texas Conference
Youth in Mission (CTCYM) on our campus. The kids will be working in Rockport and the surrounding area.
CTCYM will also offer work teams to home owners during June 17 - 21 (if the homeowner’s application is
approved) for certain jobs needed around their property. Applications are available in the church office.
Also, if anyone has a 16-foot lowboy trailer (or two) which this group can borrow during that week, please
contact Robin Swope at the church, 991-4342, or robin.sjmethodist@gmail.com.
Also, if there is a group, or several groups, that would like to furnish a meal one evening while the youth
are here, please let Robin know.
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Please Share Your
Ideas for Mission
Projects in Our
Community

By Pastor KP Polk

Dear Church:
So what does it look like for us at St. John’s to feed Jesus’ sheep? We
are trying to put together a movement here that will send us out into the
world to be a force for positive change and restoration. If you haven’t
already shared your thoughts, please do so! Here are the questions we
need answered:
1. Who are individuals or groups you know of who need help?
2. What can all of us as a church community do to help them live a more
beautiful life?
3. What are some of the unmet needs in our city and surrounding areas?
4. What are your ideas about how we can meet these needs and make our
community a better place?
I would ask you to be in thoughtful prayer as well as using your own
imagination to help us answer these questions. We are citizens of the
Kingdom of God, and we are called to change the world and join God in
creating beautiful things for those around us! Let’s do it!

Intercessory Prayer Team
Meets Thursdays at 1 pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Prayer is one of the spiritual disciplines of the United
Methodist Church, and St. John’s is a Praying Church. The
Prayer Team meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. in Room 4
of the Admin. Bldg., and cordially invites you to join them.
All prayer cards that are submitted to the pastor or turned
in during worship services are prayed over, not only by the
church staff but also by the Prayer Team. Other intercessory
prayer is also included.If you would like to join this small group
that meets every Thursday at 1 pm, please come!

Hearing Assistance Available
Did you know that St. John’s UMC has an Audio Loop system designed to work with
the t-coils in your hearing aids or cochlear implants? To be connected to the loop system,
you will need to enable the T-coils on your device. Each seating area in the Sanctuary is
within the loop system’s range. To use, have your audiologist ensure that your hearing
aid t-coil is turned on. Ushers can help answer your general questions.

Keep Your Contact Info Updated!

Keeping connected to church news is important! If you have a new phone number,
new mailing address, or new email address, please let the church staff know (9914342) so that you won’t miss a single email blast, copy of Steeple Notes, or message
from the church!
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FOR ALL AGES
Children: 				

Preschool (3 yrs to Kinder)--Courtyard		
Classroom					
						
1st and 2nd Grade: Upstairs Fellowship Hall
3rd–5th Grades: Room 4 Upstairs

Youth Sunday School:

6th–12th Grades: Youth Building

		

Adult Sunday School:
CCI, Admin. Bldg., Room 1		
College & Careers, Admin. Bldg., Room 3
Couples in Christ, Admin. Bldg., Room 4
Friendship, Conference Room			
Seekers, Upstairs Fellowship Hall, Room 3
Word to word, Admin. Bldg., Room 2

Eagle Scout Project
in CLC Completed
We at the St. John’s Children’s
Learning Center (CLC) are
very grateful and thankful to
Noah McCain and Troop #255
for building and donating 4four
storage cabinets to us! We are
blessed to have the Boy Scout
Troop in our community that
is able to do this for us! The
cabinets look amazing in the
classrooms!			
--- Adela Garcia, CLC Director

CHURCH CHATTER: Congratulations Are in Order!
College Graduates: On May 7, Juliana Michelle Shaffer, daughter of Dr. Bill and Diana Shaffer, graduated from Texas
A&M University, as Doctor of Veterinary Medicine. Juliana will be starting work at Santa Fe Animal Hospital in July. On
May 12, Gabrielle Nicole Shaffer was awarded her Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from Texas Woman’s University.
Gabrielle will start her career at Shea Physical Therapy in July as well. Congratulations! The Shaffers said they “are
looking forward to having our girls rejoin the Bell Choir where they participated for many years at St John’s!”
National Spelling Bee Participant: Congratulations to Isaac Elliott, who just completed 8th grade at Baker Middle School
and represented Corpus Christi ISD in the 2019 Scripps National Spelling Bee Program held this week in Maryland.
Isaac was among more than 550 spellers from around the nation who began the competition earlier this week. His mother
Hanna reported by email that Isaac made it through Wednesday’s Round 3 of the competition but was not among the 50
spellers advancing to the final competition scheduled for national TV coverage on May 30.  Isaac and his mom enjoyed  
sightseeing in Washington, D.C., yesterday.

Men’s Walk to Emmaus scheduled in July; please help identify
Pilgrims who might participate in
this spiritually-based weekend.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
		
9 a.m. (Traditional)
11:17 a.m. (Contemporary)
Sunday School
Visitors
Thy Kingdom Come
(monthly, 1st Sunday, 7 pm)

MAY 2019
71
88
67
15
22

MAY 2018
94
66
89		
11
31

Let’s worship our Lord and Savior every week unless illness or travel
prevents it. If you are absent because of illness or hospitalization, please
ask a family member or friend to let the church know by calling 991-4342.
Our prayer warriors, pastors, staff, and homebound team want to lift up
your name in prayer and schedule a visit if you would like.

STATE OF THE CHURCH
APRIL 2019

2019 YTD

Budgeted Receipts
$ 45,228.17
$ 180,912.68
(2019 Budget: $542,738)
				
Pledges Made
$ 32,440.66
$ 129,762.64
Pledges Paid

$ 35,220.68

$ 136,639.18

Pledges + or (-)

$ 2,780.02

$ 6,876.54

Gifts Received

$ 53,872.23

$ 186,500.13

Apportionments Paid $ 5,010.66
(Total 2019 apportionments: $65,1612)

$ 17,112.33

Thank you for supporting St. John‘s ministries with your
tithes and offerings. St. John’s members and guests may
call the church bookkeeper at 991-4342 to discuss
additional giving opportunities for 2019.
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Five Youth To Participate in Mission Trip

MEMORIAL GIFTS

By Leslie Albrecht, Director for Student Ministries

On Sunday, June 9, five of our youth will be heading to Pasadena, TX, with
Pastor KP and Leslie Albrecht for a UM Army mission trip. We will be staying at
FUMC in Pasadena and doing various projects as assigned. 			
Please keep Daniel, Evan, Max, Malia, Natalie, Pastor KP and Leslie in your
prayers. This is going to be a great experience. 					
For the past few years, we have been traveling to San Antonio to work with
Blueprint Ministries. We are looking forward to a new experience and can’t wait
to come back and share our adventure with you. We will be leaving during the
Sunday School hour on June 9 so we will be having a blessing for our group
during the 11:17 Service this Sunday…of course if you’d like to meet with us in
the parking lot on June 9 to pray & wave us on our way, that’s great, too.		
There will be no 4 Corners on June 9. We will resume our normal 4 Corners
schedule the next week.								
Summer Schedule: Summer is here and that means exciting things for
us…Wednesday night Swimming & Socializing will begin after we return from
Pasadena. Be watching Facebook & weekly news for times as well as some exciting
special activities. We will also be inviting the upcoming 6th Graders to join us for
4 Corners and our other activities (except Sunday School since they are part of the
exciting Sunday School events that Hanna Patton-Elliott has planned).
Calling 5th Graders: If you have, or know, a current 5th Grader (or older
student who hasn’t joined us for our Student Ministries activities yet), please send
their contact info to leslie.sjmethodist@gmail.com.

Gifts given in memory, in celebration of, or in
honor of family members, friends, and ministries
are placed in St. John’s UMC Memorial Fund.
Current funds include Building, Choir, Youth,
Scholarship, Worship, Bereavement, Food Pantry,
and Undesignated for general church needs. Your
gift, in any amount, is sincerely appreciated. Be
sure to designate which fund should receive your
gift. Gifts to the Memorial Fund also may be given
anonymously.

Dear Church Members:
A special handwritten note was received
recently from volunteers serving the USS
Lexington Museum on the Bay. It was a
tribute to the late Joe Sassman, longtime St.
John’s member who died earlier this spring.
The note read:
“Joe Sassman was a volunteer onboard the
USS Lexington for over 24 years. He would
spend his time on the flight deck or on the
bridge, sharing his story of his time aboard
and of flying off of the LEX deck. He was a
valuable volunteer but more so, he was an
amazing and considerate man. We will miss
him dearly.” --Debbie Cooper, Coordinator

St. John’s United Methodist Church
Rev. Wade Lindstrom, Senior Pastor 				
(wade.sjmethodist@gmail.com)
Rev. Kenneth “KP” Polk, Associate Pastor 				
(kp.sjmethodist@gmail.com)
Barbara Brown, Bookkeeper

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION
Church: 361-991-4342; FAX: 361-991-1840
E-mail Address: st.johnsumccc@gmail.com
Website: www.sjmethodist.com

Kim Bryce, Traditional Music Director
Marcia Caravantes, Organist
Bryan Claunch, Sunday/Weekend Custodian
Adela Garcia, Children’s Learning Center Director
Cathy McRorey, Receptionist
Hanna Patton-Elliott, Children’s Director
Ernie Pena, Custodian					
Sharon Staiger, Nursery Director (Attendant: Tonya Delk)

www.sjmethodist.com
www.facebook.com/SJUMC
Twitter: @ stjohnmethodist

FOOD PANTRY, 9 a.m.-Noon, Wednesday and Thursday
CHILDREN’S LEARNING CENTER: 361-991-4780

Leslie Albrecht, Director of Student Ministries

Robin Swope, Administrative Assistant

OFFICE HOURS: 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 		
9 a.m.-noon on Friday.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
				
11:17a.m. Contemporary Worship (Community Life Bldg.)
7:00 p.m.
Thy Kingdom Come (first Sunday only) 			
		
(Fellowship Hall)
INFORMATION ABOUT STEEPLE NOTES
Steeple Notes, a monthly publication of St. John’s United
Methodist Church, is emailed to members and guests as
a PDF document and published on the church website. Printed copies are also available at the church. Deadline for the
JULY 2019 Steeple Notes is Friday, June 28.
Editor: Chris Garcia -- home, 991-2784; cell, 244-4193
Email: garciachris1714@gmail.com
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